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PURPOSE AND GOALS OF THE TRAVEURESEARCH 
SABBATICAL 

I. To gain new Information on the life conditions and status of female 

children in The Phi I ippines, Thai land and Vietnam. To investigate the 
.. 

extend of gender awareness .by :so~~heast Asian pub I ic and private 

agencies In regard to the educational, health, and other human rights of 

girl children. 

2. To collect research materials including photographs, Interviews, 

) periodicals and other primary documents in order to give pub I ic lectures 

and to write a book. on female childhoods In the above Southeast Asian 

countries. 

3. To organize research materials so that it can be used for teaching in Mt. 

San Antonio College World Civl I lzatlon and Women's History courses. 

4. To offer to share the new Information and my Interpretations with 

educators, students and human rights activltists. 
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Norma Fain Pratt, Ph. D. 
History Department 
Mt. San Antonio College 

APPLICATION FOR SABBATICAL LEAVE 
PROJECT PROPOSAL 

A. Description of the Nature of the Activities 
Research and Travel Pro,Ject; ·Female Childhood tn 
southeast Asta· 

,, .. ,· ·'i, 

During the summers for th~ 11:st three years, I have been 

traveling to Southeast Asia where I have begun a study of female 

childhood, social environments and education. My work. has been . 

primarily in Indonesia and in Thailand. In those two countries I 

have initiated academic relationships with college teachers and 

-) community health and educational professionals. For my 

Sabbatical Project I wish to return to Indonesia and Thailand; to 

continue research there - through the Gandhian Ashram in Bali, 

Indonesia and through the Women and Youth Studies Programme 

at Thommasat University in Bangkok. and the Institute of Public 

Health at Khon Khaen University, Khon Khaen. 

B. Proposed research design/methods: 

My research includes consulting experts in the field of 

women's health and education; using local libraries; interviewing 

children and observing the daily programs in their actual setting. I 

intend to spend the last month of the sabbatical organizing the 

;~ research materials from this trip and beginning to write a book or 

- 2 



I 
· l extended paper. 

Included please find a paper I presented at York University in 

Toronto, Canada on "Perspectives On. Thai Childhood: The Social and 

Economic Environment and the Quality of Life" in October 1991, 

sponsored by the MSAC staff development program. This outline 

develops briefly the direction of my work on women in Southeast 

Asia . 

C. Time Line and Itinerary 

I am requesting a Sabbatical for Spring ~emester, from 

January 1993 to May 1993. I intend to spend: 

I. January and February in Indonesia at Candi Dasa Bali and at the 

University of Gadja Mahda in Yogyakarta, Java. 

II. March and April in Thailand at Thommasat University in 

Bangkok and University of Khon Khaen in the city of Khon Khaen 

in northeastern Thailand. 

III. May in Los Angeles 

D. The Value and Benefit of the Sabbatical: 

My research in Southeast Asia serves the MSAC History 

Department's program and myself in several ways. First, as a 

teacher of women's history I am expanding and deepening my 

knowledege of women's lives in order to understand the condition 

of women from a comparative point of view. 

Secondly, as a teacher of Western Civilization, I am developing 
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·, a more global perspective which I can impart to my students. I 

am also interested in drawing up a course on World History, which 

is in keeping With . our college's concern w1th cultural diversity. By 

spending time in Southeast Asia and learning the culture from the 

inside, I am able to enrich my course and be a resource to the 

college when they decide to develop .a , World History course. . , ..... 
I _' .'• 

~ _. . ;· .~ 
Lastly, we, at MSAC, have a growtng number of Asian 

students at our campus. It 1s important that our faculty 

understand their cultures in order to meet the needs of the 

student body. 
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From : Dr. Norma Fain Pratt 

To: Dean Steve Runnebohm, Humanities and Social Sciences 
Mt. San Antonio College, Sabbatical Committee 

Date: February 1993 

Re: Revisions in N. F. Pratt's Sabbatical Research/Travel Itinerary 
"Female Childhoods in Southeast Asia" 

When I designed my sabbatical' proj~ct for the Fall semester 

1993 last Spring 1992 I had only the outlines of what I wanted to do 

and where I wanted to go. By the end of December 1992, as I was 

concretizing my plans, I realized I would have to revise my stated 

schedule in keeping with the way the project is actually evolving. 

(a) I need more time to do research in U.S. libraries and have 

consultations with scholars, journalists and institutions in the 

United States than I had anticipated. 

(b) I need more time to arrange for field work in Southeast 

Asia. I have added the Philippines to my research project. It has 

taken longer than anticipated for me to arrange for research trips 

to Vietnam, Thailand and the Philippines with educational groups. 

(c) Special opportunities to connect with groups and 

institutio~s in the United States who are working on female 

childhood problems have arisen for the months of January and 

February. I have been meeting with the Thai-American 

~ Foundation; the L.A. Times; American Friends Service Committee 
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r, and World Vision. 

The new Research Itinerary is as follows: 

January-February Research 1n United StateS 
March Philippines 
April Thailand 
May Vietnam 

,: ' . •, ·-.~· 
· ... •;, ... , 

Included is a new statement of my research proposal--/nside Out: 

Girlhoods in Southeast As1a. I will be using the above sabbatical 

time as well as my 1993 summer vacation on the research and 

travel aspect of the book. I plan to write the book when I am back 

in the United States 1993-1995. 
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lnsid~ Ovt· Girlhoods In Southast Asia 

Sabbatical Proj~ct Proposal January-Nay1993 

Mt. San Antonio ·Co 11 ege 

In 1991 UNICEF pub I ished a pamphlet, •The Girl Chi Id: Investment In 

The Future• detal I Ing the ideas prop~s-ed at the World Summit for Children, 

held In September 1990. The Summit singled out with urgency the 

situation of the glrl chi Id and cal led for support for ~er ful I and equitable 

development. This, they said, • ts an indispensable step toward achieving 

equal lty for women.• 

My research-writing project, lnsid~ Out· Girlhoods in South~as. 

Asi4 Is one response to thi~ urgent situation. Since 1988 I have visited 

Southeast Asia three times. Now with a sabbatical leave from Mt. San 

Antonio College, I plan to re-visit four Southeast Asian countries 

between March and July 1993: The Phi I I pp Ines (for the f lrst time~, 

Thal land, and Vietnam. From these travels, I Intend to write a book, that 

Is, create a place where Southeast Asian girls can tel I their stories 

about growing up and encountering the domestic society and the world 

outside their homes. 

While In each of these countries, the book constructs a general 
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sense of the issues and problems of female childhood, prlmarl ly, I want 

to focus attention on girls who find themselves in the status of the 

•outsider.• In the Phi I I pp Ines, for instance, we meet with girls who are 

•internal refugees: I ivlng In special camps because of political terror; In 

Thai land the subjects are female chi Id prostitutes; in Vietnam they are 

children with health problems and° in / Indonesia I seek to understand girls 

whose I ives are uprooted because their faml lies are In transition from 

vi II age to urban I ife, moving. from an ancient culture into a modern one. 

Under all these so-called abnormal circumstances, family relations, 

personal Identity, health, education, legal status, poverty, labor and 

exploitation take on special meanings for these girls. 

I hope that the Information gathered In lnsid~ Out and the 

experiences to be described here wi II suggest to international women's 

rights activists, educators, and community/health workers new ways to 

deal with Southeast Asian girlhood. 
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SABBATICAL REPORT 

My Sabbatical in The _Phi I ippines, Thai land and Vietnam, focused on 

following aspects of girlhood: 

(1) what Southeast Asian schb I ar~ are doing in the research fie Id of 

girlhood 

(2) collection of social scientific data on girlhood 

(3) observing the extent to which Southeast Asian countries have 

become aware of g i r I-re I ated issues--government agencies, non­

government organizations and women's organizations 

(4) to discover special crisis areas that is. special problems in 

girlhood in particular countries . 

(5) wherever possible to speak with girls about their own 

exp er i enc es. 

I did not travel to Southeast Asia as a representative of a so-cal led 

Developed Nation to teach the Developing World about proper gender roles 

or how to solve social un-ease. I did share with people I met the fact that 

in the United States we have many problems related to the treatment of 

girls. For instance, ideologically there is sti II controversy over what the 
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proper role of women ought to be and therefore the values taught in our 

schools does not always incorporate gender awareness. Economically, we 

have thousands of female streetchi ldren due to the depression and 

homelessness. There is chi Id abuse in nursery schools and at home 

including sexual abuse. Teen-age pregnancy and school drop-outs are 

prevalent and there is racial minority discrimination which has a strong 

impact on growing up female. 

In a positive way, I shared with Southeast Asians the fact that in 

the United States we do have a growing body of research on the realities 

of girlhood in the United States and there is also a I ively theoretical 
) 

debate on questions of the socialization of the sexes in youth. 

THE PHILIPPINES 

During my sabbatical in The Phi I ippines (Mani la, the Cordi I I eras and 

the island of Negros), under the direction of Gabriela, a feminist 

organization, I made the fol lowing investigations and observations. 

The Phi I ippines is a country with a Roman Catholic majority and a 

Musi im minority. It was colonized by the Spanish and then by the United 

States. In a significant sense, there is I ittle evidence of an indigenous 

culture; there is a loss of 11 traditional 11 Phi I ippine culture observable in 
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their architecture, food and the mass media. Urban Mani la is a city of 

twelve mi 11 ion people where "brown outs 11 occur every day. The urban 

squalor is horrendous. I explored Mani la under the tuteluge of Gabriela, a 

strong, active grass roots women's coal it ion organization. 

What is the impact of urban poverty on girls? In Mani la there is a 

increasing number of homeless, street ·children chi Id prostitutes and chi Id 

laborers. AIDS casualities among children is rising despite the fact that 

the United States has begun dismantling its naval bases. 

In the rural areas I visited Negros Occidental and The Cordillera 

mountains. In the countryside there is intense poverty, poor educational 

and medical faci I ities; a displaced peasantry I iving as tenants or 

squatters on the land; violence in the countryside--so, cal led lou 

intensity wartare. 

What is the impact of these factors on girls in the countryside? 

There is mi I itary violence--rape and seduction which is random and 

unpredictable. There is··fear and psychological trauma. Organizations like 

the Crisis Rehabilitation Center attempt to help victims deal with 

psychological problems. 

In the Philippines, women's organizations play a significant role in 

iJ attempts to ameliorate the enormous difficulties. The most vocal and 
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active is Gabriela, an umbrella coal it ion which grew out of the anti­

) 

Marcos struggles, legalized during Acquino's time. Gabriela adopted a role 

of educational advocate for women and children. Originally composed of 

educated middle class women, Gabriela moved toward a working class 

orientation in the recent past. The organization has the following 

programs (and more): 

1. A research center which has just begun to gather mater i a Is on 

Phi I ippine girls. 

2. Women's Crisis center where cases of in.cest have been investigated. 

3. A legal office from which lobbying for new laws in the Parliament are a 

major concern. For example, Gabriela advocates 11 choice 11 in this Catholic 

country. 

4. They publish a feminist journal, Layla. The director/editor of the 

magazine is Sister Maryjohn, also the President of Gabriela and Dean of an 

exclusive women's college in Mani la. Under her supervision several 

theoretical feminist books have been pub I ished; international conferences 

have been held and she has encouraged the creation of a new history of the 

Phi I ippines which introduces Phi I ippine women into the pub I ic school 

curriculum. 

Gabriela has pioneered an interst in the rights of indigenousJ 
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women. The first lnternation Conference of Asian Indigenous Women was 

he Id this Spring 1993 at Bagi uo. There was a sharing of concerns about 

perserving II traditional" ways of I ife as wel I as of empowering women. 

Phi I ippine women are taking the lead on an international scale. 

Also, there is a growing Children's Rights movement in The 

Phi I ippines. Sal i lahi, a coal it ion of children's rights groups, is the major 

organization. It is didrected by educated women and has a high awareness 

of girl's issues. They do legal lobbying and have developed a children's 

involvement through chi Id rights c I asses; parades; chi I dren's I obbyi ng in 

front of Part iament. 

My estimation of the situation for girls in the Phi I ippines includes 

the following (1) There is a growing consciousness of girl's in society on 

the part of the non-government agencies (NGOs). (2) The government is 

presenting a "feminist face" even on television where female college 

professors contradict talk show hosts on questions of gender equity. 

(3) There is an increasing vocal women's participation in education and in 

governmental affairs. (4) When I interviewed a twelve year old streetgirl 

at the Streetchild Center in Quezon City, she told me she is participating 

in classes on children's rights. When I ask.ed her if she wanted to marry, 

she said: "Only if I am equal to my husband." I asked her what she dreams 
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about. She said: 11 1 don't dream. I am a realist and I plan to become a 

Iawyer in order to bring about just I aws. 11 

THAILAND 

Uni ike the poor economic situation in The Phi I ippines, Thai land is 

considered one of the 11 New Industr i a I Countries" of Southeast Asia. It 

does have observab I e great new wea Ith as we 11 as observab I e serious 

social problems. To begin with, peasants are sel I ing their rural farms to 

land speculators and are moving into the cities, particularly Bangkok, in 

droves. The ensuing social problems are dealt with by a highly complex 

system of social agencies (who do not always work well together). The 

private NGOs believe that the government agencies exclude them from real 

decision making. But the two camps are now in the process of bui I ding 

community. 

All kinds of laws are passed by the Thai government dealing with 

protecting children against prostitution, chi Id labor, chi Id abuse etc. The 

major criticism is that the government is duplicitous and does not enforce 

the laws it promulgates. In fact it is believed that exploitation of girl 

chi I dren is part and parce I of government 11 deve I opment," es pee i a I ly the 

Tourist Trade which encourages child prostitution and exploitation of 

chi Id labor in the export industries. 
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Furthermore, there is criticism that Thai Buddhist society supports 

the de-valuation of females. That, in fact, Buddhist monastaries are 

funded by prostitution indirectly. When girls are sold, their parents give 

offerings to the pagoda. 

I worked with several NGOs in Thai land: The Foundation For Children; 

The Center For Child Development; ECPAT (End Child Prostitution in Asian 

Tourism). The crisis issue in Thailand is girl (and boy) child prostitution. 

Eight hundred thousand girls under sixteen are prostituted (of an 

estimated two million prostituted population). Some of the factors 

contributing to this severe problem include: 

(1) Fathers (although mothers are always blamed in the media) sell their 

daughters. This happens mainly in the Northeast Provinces: the ethnic 

hi II tribe girls from the Akha, the Lau and the Hmong. In Northeastern 

Chiang Mai, a study in elementary school (pub I ished in the Bangkok. Post) 

quoted twelve year old girls as "wanting to go into prostitution rather 

than go on to high school." Individuals working with these girls blam their 

ambitions on "the crisis of consumerism and I ive todayism. 11 Everyone 

desires material things. 

Girls are coming on their own or taken by procurers from neighboring 

J countries into Thai land for purposes of prostitution--from Burma or 
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China. I interviewed a nineteen year old girl prostitute from Yunnan 

Province (China) who related a hair raising tale of being kidnapped and 

forced into prostitution and s I avery. 

Because of prostitution there is a precipitous rise in the incidences 

of HIV positive and AIDs. I interviewed a seventeen year old ex-prostitute 

who had been a prostitute s i nee the age of twe Ive. She I ived in a sma 11 

fishing village. The Thais use young prostitutes, not only for the tourist 

or foreign sex trade from the U.S., Japan, and Germany but for local 

consumption. 

There is also a significant child labor problem. Girls from the 

provinces come into Bangkok. where they are met at the rai I road station by 

job agents. The girls sign contracts which virtually enslave them to 

employers of smal I Bangkok. factories where they I ive in secluded 

situations and are forced sometime to work. fifteen hours a day, seven 

days a week.. 

The Thai social analyst have a highly sophisticated research 

impulse. Samphasit Koonphrak.orn, the Director of The Foundation for 

Chi I dren, makes these two trenchant points: 

( 1) The Thai government and big business view chi I dren as resources, to be 

~ used as yet poorly, and not as human beings. (2) There is a real lack of 
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understanding about the dynamics of chi Id development even among Thai 

educators. 

Yet, there is a growing middle class in Thailand, typified by the two 

daughters of my Thai friend Amporn from Ayuddayah. Bee and Bo, are pre­

teens who are going to private school, study foreign languages, have a T.V., 

love Western music and are aware of feminist issues of female equality. 

VIETNAM 

What is the situation in Vietnam for the girl child? 

In 1991 I travelled to Vietnam for the first time. At that time I 

I earned about the Iong hi story of women in Vi etnam--the i r strugg I e 

against the French and then the war with the United States. I was tak.en 

to the Women's Museum; I earned about the e I even mi 11 ion member Women's 

Union and the forty five year old women's newspaper. It was brought home 

to me that, at least ideologically, women in Vietnam possessed a tradition 

of equality. While I was in Vietnam I could also observe the extreme 

poverty; the hard work. women did and when I ask.ed peop I e about the 

benefits of "renovation" for women, no concrete answers were 

forthcoming. 

On my present sabbat i ca I research trave Is, Iook.i ng at questions 
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related to the girl chi Id in Vietnam, I began to come into touch with 

problem areas. Professor Tuyet, an anthropologist and Director of the 

Research Centre For Gender, Family and Environment in Development, 

arranged an ambitious program of research for me. In Ho Chi Minh City, 

under the supervision of Dr. Vo Hung I visited a school and work.shop for 

streetchi ldren. Also I visited the director of a chi ldren•s hospital and the 

University Medical School. In Hanoi, I worked with Professor Le Thi Nham 

Tuyet. She arranged for me to have a series of meetings with academics 

and media people. I met with: Sociologists, Hoang Ba Thinh, on the topic 

11 The Situation of Girls in Vietnam 11 
; Humanities Lecturer at the Hanoi 

Pedagogical University, La Nham Thin, on the subject of 110n Government 

Pol icy on Girls 11 
; Dr. Tran Thi Bien, St. Paul's Pediatric Hospital, on the 

subject of chi ldren 1s health; Dr. Le Thi Quy, Center For Women's Studies, on 

the subject of streetchi ldren, and Nguyen Vo Le Ha, the editor of a 

woman's newspaper. I also visited the Dong Do School, the first private 

high school in Hanoi and I went on a field trip to Ha Tay Province where I 

discussed girls and rural health issues with representatives from the 

Women's Union. We visited the Rehabi I itation Center for Disabled 

Children. 

Scho I ars in Vietnam are we 11 on their way toward understanding the 
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understanding about the dynamics of chi Id deve I opment even among Thai 

educators. 

Yet, there is a growing middle class in Thailand, typified by the two 

daughters of my Thai friend Amporn from Ayuddayah. Bee and Bo, are pre­

teens who are going to private school, study foreign languages, have a T.V., 

love Western music and are aware of feminist issues of female equality. 

VIETNAM 

What is the situation in Vietnam for the girl chi Id? 

In 1991 I travelled to Vietnam for the first time. At that time I 

learned about the long history of women in Vietnam--their struggle 

against the French and then the war with the United States. I was taken 

to the Women's Museum; I earned about the e I even mi 11 ion member Women's 

Union and the forty five year old women's newspaper. It was brought home 

to me that, at least ideologically, women in Vietnam possessed a tradition 

of equality. While I was in Vietnam I could also observe the extreme 

poverty; the hard work. women did and when I asked peop I e about the 

11 11benefits of renovat ion for women, no concrete answers were 

forthcoming. 

On my present sabbatical research travels, looking at questions 

19 



domestic work often mak.es mothers unwi 11 ing to train their daughters in 

domestic skills (which are fading out). (g) Migrating to the city is an 

alternative for a girl but it is likely to be dangerous. There is an 

increasing number of female streetchi ldren, seasonal or professional, 

alone or with their families. Girls are hired as maids or shop workers at 
I....... 

very low wages and long hours. Girls in cities receive no formal education 

which means they cannot find gainful employment. And, now, there is the 

growing lure of prostitution. 

The plight of the Girl Chi Id is entering into the awareness of 

Vietnam. For example, Vietnam was the first Asian country to sign the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Chi Id. Also, the government has 

promulgated its own two children's rights laws, 11 0n the Protection, Care 

and Education of Chi ldren. 11 There is a wide range of media coverage on the 

problems of girl children which run articles on such topics as prostitution 

and streetchi ldren and there has been much international communication 

between the Vietnamese government agencies and Vietnamese NGOs and 

international NGOs I ike Redd Barn, ECPAT, UNICEF and the American 

Friends Service Committee. 

Vietnam is at a crossroads. How wi 11 Vietnamese reconcile 

<_J traditions of female equality with deeply embedded ideas of female 

20 

https://ldren.11


,-) inferiority? I was told by· one of my lecturers that Vietnam needs to move 

away from the ideals of the West back to Confucianism where girls are 

taught female behavioral standards centered in the fami ly---household 

domestic work in the kitchen; needlework.; how to make herself more 

beaut i fu I for her husband; po Ii teness and virtue. Yet, the underpinnings of 

..... 
Confucionism is patriarchical....a place where girls were meant to be 

invisible and held to be inferior. Perhaps the new Confuc ion ism wi 11 

select the best qua I ities from that system and discard the rest. 

A girl in the Dong Do private high school asked me if I thought girls 

ought not to stop wearing the traditional Vietnamese long dresses to 

school as a uniform. The sound of her voice told me she thought these 

uniforms were terribly old faslJioned. I said Vietnam was one of the few 

countries in Asia where girls had a chance to wear traditional clothes. 

This response did not please her. 

Vietnam is at a crossroads in its economic development: Rural 

deve Iopment shou Id mean helping women and girls improve their 

conditions in the countryside. It should mean protection for working girls 

and education for them in a realistic mark.et situation. How long can girls 

embroider while computers and telecommunication systems become the 

·~ jobs which pay a I iving wage? 
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CONCLUSION 

In the process of over four months of research and travel to 

investigate the subject of girlhoods in Southeast Asis I realized several 

significant aspects of my subject: 

1. Although girlhood is an area that has not been thoroughly 

investigated in these countries, there is a new sensibi I ity at work on the 

issue · of gender, gender differences and gender oriented projects. 

International networks and organizations are in the process of being 

formed to deal with these issues on the international level. 

2. Patterns of social development and ways of looking at girlhood are 

integrally related to family organization, religious belief, cultural ideals 

and economic development. Girlhood is part of this complex fabric. 

3. While it is necessary to examine girlhood in its specific national, 

c I ass and cu I tura I context and it is important not -to superimpose one's 

one belief system on what is being observed, however it is equally val id 

to develop a set of human rights ideals which can be applied to girls in all 

circumstances. 
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') Research Schedule in the Philippines March 11-29; 1993 

This research has been arranged and guided by Gabri e I a: A nat I one I 

women's coal it ion of organizations. 

• • <. • 

March 11-17 Mani la. Visits to: - . ·. . \:: 

Street Children and Chi Id Worker's Center in Quezon City 

Women's Crisis Center 

Sal lnlahi, Children's Rights coal it ion 

Children's Rehab I I itation Center 

March 17-21 Baguio, in The Cordi II era under the auspices of the 

Cordi I I era Women's Research and Education Center. Exposure tour 

March 23-March 26 Bacolod, Negros under the auspices of the Negros 

Women's organizations. Exposure Tour 

March 27 Return to Mani la 

Interview with American Friends Service Commltte 

representative, Dr. Tess Burgos 
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RESEARCH SCHEDULE IN THAILAND March 29-May 27, 1993 

Bangkok 
Monday March 29-Thursday, Apr 11 8 

Monday, March 29 
Evening: 
Conversation at the M.P. Vi I la Hotel withlndai Sajor, Gabriela 
representative to the NGO Regional Conference-Preparatory meeting to the 
Asian governments preparatory mee.tlng to the Second World Conference 
on Human Rights. About Inclusion of women's rights and children's rights 
Into the statements of the NGO and the Asian government Human Rights 
platforms. 

Tuesday. March 30 
Reading press releases and reports about the Conferences (see clippings in 
Sabbat I ca I Logbook.) 

Wednesday, March 31 
Morning: 
Visit to Chulalongk.orn University I lbrary and book.store. Collecting 
materials on women and children In development In Thai land. 

Afternoon: 
At M. P. VI I la Hotel Conversation with Tlta Lubl, Gabriela, about the 
exposure/research trip In the Phi I I pp Ines; Tlta's experiences work.Ing with 
women and children In the Phi I I ppInes; her experiences In prison; and 
discussion of the activities of NOOs in the Phi I I pp Ines. 

Thursday, Apr I I 1 
Morning: · 
At Foundation For Children. Conversation and Interview with Samphaslt 
Koompraphant, Director of Chlld Rights Programs 

Friday, April 2 
Evening: 
Meeting with American Friends Service Committee, Quaker International 
Affairs Program Asia Director David Elder and Asia staff Barbara Bird and 
Donna Anderton at the AFSC Off ice on Suk.humvlt. Discussion of plans for 
a Children's Rights Conference in Los Angeles next year. 
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-J Saturday, Aor 11 3 
Morning: 
Visit to the Center For the Protection of Children's Rights planned with 
Nalana. Trip to Interview child prostitutes In a rehabilitation home. 

Sunday. Apr 11 4 
Morning: 
Visit to the Meditation Center at Wat Mahathat (A very old monastery, Wat 
Mahathat Is a national centre for the Mahanlkal monastic sect and houses 
one of Bangkok's two Buddhist unlvers_it.les, Mahathat Rajavldyelaya. It Is 
right across the street from Wat Ph.ra .'Kaew, on the west side of Sanam 
Luang). 

Monday. Apr 11 5 
Morning: 
Visit to the office of the magazine, Ch/Id Workers lnAs/11. Interviewed 
the editor, Panudda Boonpala. Collected data on child workers and on the 
chi Id work.ers's movement In Thal land, the Phi II pp Ines, and lndonesla. 

Tuesday. Apr 11 6 
National Hol lday--Chak.ri Day--commemoratlng the present dynasty 
Evening: 6 p.m.-9 p.m. - Theravadian meditation practise with a teacher. 
Questions on the glrl-chlld. At Wat Mahathat. · 

Wednesday.Apr 11 7 
Morning: 
World Vision (Suppanlmlt Foundation, 381-0944, Colleen Herbison) 
Buns it picks me up at Guest House at 8:30 a.m. to go to their Emergency 
Home One and then to the Ral I road Station. Program on girl-chi Id 

Afternoon: 
1:30 p.m. Interview with Somchal Kusalacitto, Dean of the Humanities, 
Mahachula Buddhist University at Wat Mahathat (cancel) 

Evening: Foreign Correspondents of Thal land, AFSC lecture on conditions 
In Laos. Duslt Thanl Hotel 

Thursday. Apr I I a-Wednesday Aorl I 14 
Visit to Chieng Mal : Songkran Festival, at Riverview Lodge Guest House 
Trip to Karen vi II ages with Nippon and Yeruhem Rotstein and to Lamphun 
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1 and Lampang ( met Amporn at Center for Traditional Medicine-Invited to 
Ayutthaya) 

Thursday Apr 11 1 5-Sunday Apr 11 19 
Visit Chieng Rel 
Far East North Tour-Mr. Song to Akha vi I I age and to Yeo vi I I age 

Population and Community Development Association 
620/25 Thanalal Rd., Chlangmal 57000 
Tel. 713410, 711475 :· . -~-
HI I I tribe Museum and Handicrafts-Norwegian volunteer curator: 
Gelr Andreassen, Baggerodot 37, 3100 Horten, Norway 

[Two contacts: 
Child Workers In Asia project on glrls In textile factories 
Telephone .Tat Chai, project coordinator at home# (053) 339-403 
and Empower, Jackie Pollack 

136/3 So I Butsarakam 
Rachamanka Road, Chieng Mal] 

Tuesday April 20 
AFSC meeting with Barbara Bird and Donna Anderton at the Landmark at 
six thirty 

Wednesday, Apr 11 2 l 
Christine Fugate, f I Im director, at Dus It Than I Hotel 

Thursday, Apr 11 22 
Ayutthaya, at the Sri Smal Hotel and then at the home of 
Chomsurang Upathum High School Engllsh Teacher Amporn Nuangrlt 
20/6 Moo 4, U Thong Road 
T.Pratoocha I 
Ayutthaya 13000 
Phone: 035-241 97 4 
Tour of the Wats In Ayutthaya Includes an Interview with mai chi/ at Wat 
Yai. . 

Monday Apr iI 26 Bangkok 
Morning:J 
Foundation For Chi ldren-lnterpretor, Tom, to Second Home For Chi Id Labor, 
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1 at Kemporn's off Ice (Center For Concern For Child Labor) 433-6292 

Afternoon: 2 pm 
Chi Id Workers in Asia. Research (cancel led) 

Tuesday Aor 11 27 
Foundation For Children- Director Sanphaslt 

Wednesday Apr 11 28 
~ornlng: ,, .. . 
9 a.m. Nalyana at Center For-The Protec.ti on of Children, near Wat DeeDuad 

Afternoon: 
1 pm. Chulalongkorn University, Faculty of Law, Vlstlt Muntarbkorn, law 
professor on children's rights. 

Thursday Aorll 29-Frlday Apr II 30 _ 
Conference on Chi Id Labor, sponsored by Child Labor In Thailand 
Find an Interpretor. Perhaps Thal Development Support Committee, a 
British volunteer, Tele. 211-0906 

FAX 211-7584 

Monday. May 3-Saturday May 22 
Trip to Vietnam · 

Sunday May 23-Wednesday May 26 
Remaining days in Thal land 

Thursday May 27 
To Denpassar, Bali, Indonesia 

J 
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Vietnam Itinerary: May 3-May 19, 1993 

Research project in Vietnam sponsored by Le Thi Nham Tuyet, 
Professor of Socio-Anthropology, Director of the Research Centre For 
Gender, Family and Environment in Development. 32A Dien Bien Phu, Hanoi. 

Ho Chi Minh Ci1Y (Saigon) May 3-May 8, 1993 
under the auspices of 
Dr. Vo Hung, Professor of Human Ecology, Institute of Labor Protection, 
Occupational and Environmental Hea.lttl,~Ho Chi Minh City (Tel. 396998) 

Tuesday, May 4, 1993: 

The 15th May Training School 
Pub I le school for orphans and street children 

Wednesday, May 5 
Morning: 
Lectures and discussion at the Institute of Labor Protection about the 
work and health status of girls In Ho Chi Minh City area 

Afternoon: 
Nguyen Quang Quyen, M.D., Head of Anatomy Department, F acu I ty of 
Medicine, Ho Chi Minh City 

Thursday, May 6 
Nguyen Thi Ngoc Phuong, M.D. at the Tu Du Obstetrical and Gynaecological 
Hospital 

Friday, May 7 

Norma Fain Pratt, lecture on •The Glrl Chi Id In Southeast Asia• at the 
Institute of Labor Protection, Ho Chi Minh City 

Saturday May 8-Monday May 1 0 

Trip to Central Vietnam: 
Da Nang and Ho I An 
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Arrive In Hanoi 
Residence: Communist Party Guest House 

Schedule and budget planning meeting with Professor Tuyet and Prof. La 
Nham Thin, Research Centre for Gender, FamI ly and the Environment In 
Deve I opment 

Tuesday, May 11 

Interview with Professor Tuyet on The Condition of Women's Studies In 
Vletam and The Girl Chi Id. 

Meeting with Linda and David Blair, American Friends Service Committee 
26 Lien Tri Street, Hanoi 

Hanoi Water Puppets - Cultural event In the evening. 

Wednesday, May 12 

Interview with Sociologist Hoang Ba Thlnh, Hanoi National University on 
The Situation of Girls In Vietnam 

Interview with La Nham Thin, Humanities, C.G.F.E.D., on Government Polley 
Toward Children. 

Evening: Visit to a Traditional Medicine Healer with Linda Blair 

Thursday, May 13 

Off lclal visit to the Dong Do Private school 

Afternoon Interview with Tran Thi Bien, M.D. pediatrician at St. Paul 
Hosp Ital In Hanoi 

Friday, May 14 

Interview with Dr. Le Thi Quy, Director of the Women's Studies Center on 
Social Problems and Glrls In VietnamJ 
Saturday, May 15 
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Interview with Ms. Ha of the Women's Journal, newspaper 

Sunday, May 1 6 

Al I day trip to Ha Tay Provlnce--glrls In the rural areas 

Monday, May 17 

Norma Fain Pratt morning lecture on.•§trlhoods In Southeast Asta• at the 
Center For Chi Id Development under 'the-·ausplcles of C.G.F.E.D. 

Afternoon visit to the Youth Union. Interview Chu Thi Xuyen, Director of 
the Center for Environment, Population, Education and Health 

Tuesday, May 1 8 

Evaluation and discussion of future plans with Professor Tuyet 

Wednesday, May 19 

Return from Hanoi to Bangkok 
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, Sabbat ica I Research Design: 

My research design in the Phi I ippines, Thai land and Vietnam is divided 

into two section. 

SECTION I: 

Al I three countries share the research questions in Section I where I am 

interested in gathering stat ist ica I, so·cta I and cu Itura I inf ormat ion on 

gender specific data about girls including: 

(a) education-female school enrollment, I iteracy, secondary schooling, 
programs 

(b) economic differentiations 

(c) death rates 

(d) attitudes toward girl children related to folk. culture and religious 
ideas and re Ii g i ous education 

(e) Iega I status 

(f) female chi Id labor in the home and outside-in rural and urban 
environments 

(g) street children and delinquency rates 

(h) sexua Ii ty-i ncest, abuses, chi Id prostitution 

(i) early marriage 

(k) Amerasian girls 

( I) what kind of soc i a I services are there in w hi ch dea I w ith the fema I e 
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chi Id? What kind of special centers exist and what are their programs? 

Cm) Are there I ibraries or archives where I can do research on this kind 
of information? 

Section II 

In Section II I focus on Spec ial Prob lems for Girls In each indivldual 

country. 

A. The Phi I ippines 

The special focus is to investigate female children as "internal 

refugees" in the Philippines. I plan visitations and interviews to tell the 

story of g i r Is I ives through the Ir own eyes. Al though the informat Ion is 

"academic," the real I lfe experiences need to be closely connected to the 

authentic experiences of the individuals who have I ived them. This means 

that in my research design I p I an to: 

(a) visit centers where girls live with or without their families 

(b) meet girls in order to hear the story of their I ives 

(c) spend time with government workers, NGOs and other individuals 

involved in working with internal refugees. 

(d) collection of statistical information on 

(I) background Information about the origins and development of 
. . 

centers and camps for internal refugees 
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(2) information on the I ife circumstances of displaced persons 

(3) information·on the actual programs of the Centers 

(4) information on special problems -- physical or psychological-­

encountered by g i r Is. 

.. .:. . ~·· 
I --:•••B. Thai land 

The spec i a I focus is to investigate g i r I chi I dren as prostitutes in 

Thai land. My research design in this special area includes: 

I. What are the genera I soc i a I and economic conditions in Thai I and which 

permit maintain and encourage chi Id prostitution? 

(a) description of child prostitution --What is a "child" prostitute? 

Pre-puberty, puberty; incest; child labor. 

Cb) Who are the chi I dren?: statistics on gender; numbers; 

age; ethnic distribution 

(c) Where? rural and urban? 

Cd) Types: vi I I age prostitution; the street; bars; and International 

sex tourism 

(e) Who are the clients? 

11. What are the the Home, the Workplace, the School, the Local and 

National Government, the Court, and The Wat conditions which maintainJ 
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chi Id prostitution? 

( 1 ) genera I chi I dhood pat terns in Thai I and: 

(2) the status of women and children in the family 

(3) impact of rural and urban poverty on children and impact 

of "modern" industrialization .. 
:·· .. ··' 

(4) soc i a I attitudes toward sexuli. i ty 

(5) AIDS and other medical problems 

(6) Tha_i government pol icy and legislation on prostitution 

(7) police and crime 

(8) religious attitudes: Buddhist p9licies and Christian policies 

Ill. What are the Thai Solutions? 

1. Government programs 

2. Thai NGO programs: Agencies dealing with chi Id 

protection 

3. The Thai Press 

4. University programs-Academic research 

5. Buddhist programs 

111. What are the International Efforts 

1. United Nations 
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'') 2. United States, Western European and ASEAN countries 

3. International NGOs 

IV. ANALYSIS 

1. Interpretation of the causes of chi Id prostitution and its persistence. 

2. Evaluation of past strategies and methods to irradicate child 

prostitution. 

3. Suggestions of new strategies and methods. 

C. VIETNAM 

The special focus in Vietnam is on the Female chi Id and health 

My research design is to: 
I. 

(a) to identify girl's health problems in Vietnam from infancy 
through adolescence 

(b) to visit hospitals and other health centers where girls are being 
treated. 

(c) to study programs designed to teach preventative medicine for 
girls. 

Cd) to study traditional Vietnamese medicine as it relates to female 
chi Idhood and ado Iescence. 

11. 
Visits and interviews: 

In order te 11 the story of gi r I1s I ives through their own eyes. I p Ian 

u to: 
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(a) meet gi r Is in order to hear the story of their I ives- both in rura I 
and in urban areas 

(b) spend time with doctors, government workers, and NGOs involved in 
working with female children 
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l SABBATICAL VALUE TO MT. SAN ANTONIO COLLEGE 

My sabbatical has value to Mt. San Antonio College for the fol lowing 

reasons: 

My knowledge of the historical and sociological aspects of the 

Phi I ippines, Thai land and Vietnam i; Sh;red with my students in my World 

Civi lizat ion courses and in my Women's Hi story course. I have introduced 

units on Southeast Asian history In these cou~ses. In my Women's History 

course, I have lectured on gender in Asia from a comparative point of 

view. With the growing numbers of Asian immigrant students, my 

knowledge of this aspect of society has made my courses more relevant to 

al I the students. 

For faculty enrichment, I am sharing my experiences, data, and 

photographs with other faculty members during Flex days as wel I as 

offering special lectures at t_he college, when invited. 

As an historian and MSAC social science professor, I am involved in 

voluntary community service. The expertise I have gained during my 

sabbat i ca I is at the service of the f o 11 owing educat i ona I non-profit 
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1 community organizations: Southwest Region, American Friends Service 

Committee; the Los Ange I es Chapter of the United Nations Association; the 

United Nation's Women's organization, UNIFEM and the American 

Association of University Women. 
I 

• 
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NATIONAL- UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

Telephone : 7756666 1 O Kent Ridge Crescent 
Telex : UNISPO RS 33943 · Singapore 0511 
Telefax : 65-7779579 
DID: : 7723821 /22 

Ref: 

21 January 1993 

Professor Nonna Fain Pratt 
395 East Palm Street 
Altadena 
California 91001 
USA 

Dear Professor Pratt 

The library in the University has a very good specialist collection on Southeast Asia. I 
would think that it will have quite some holdings dealing with the topic of your research. 

We do not have any one in the department who specialises on the topic of female 
childhood. However, two of our staff Dr Nirmala PuruShotum and Dr Vivienne Wee do 
conduct research and teach the course on the Sociology of Gender. They might be 
helpful. 

Yours sincerely 

Ong Jin Hui · 
Head of Department 

OJH/el 
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FY :WOMEN'SsruaBS c:e>ARTMENr 
351!1 CalllpbaD.Hall 

22 January 1993 

MEMO TO: Norma Fain Pratt 

FROM: Irene Ti nker;,,; ~ , 
~~~~ 

Your re_~earch work on child labor in Thailand sounds very 
interesting. Have you been in toucl:i .;. \rith UNICEF that has been 
running a worldwide research study on · children. Also I noticed 
that the recent World Resources data book has a section on child 
labor. 

I am flattered that you would want to come up here to meet 
·with me, but . I really do not know much more than the above on 
your topic. If you would like to call me around 8:00 pm some 
evening at home, I should be happy to talk with you on the phone 
if you have further questions you think I might answer: 510-849-2223. 
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ASIA 
RESOU E CENTER 

February 9, 1993 
·; . - ..~: ~t • 

. ~ :··. 

Norma Pratt 
395 E. Palm St. 
Altadena CA 91001 

Dear Norma: 

Don Luce reminded me that we never responded to your fax 
last year; I apologize not getting back to you. 

Your project on Girlhood in S.E. Asia sounds interesting and 
valuable. We are pleased to·be able to sponsor it. Let us know 
what links we can make with you in distributing the information . 
and encouraging people to act on this issue. We would like to 
keep up-to-date with your work on this issue and let others know 
of your research. We often get inquiries on specific issues 
related to Asia and could direct people to you if that is 
suitable. 

In case you are not aware of it Ngo Vinh Long did a piece on 
prostitution in Vietnam. And Robin Herr in our office is working 
on Thailand and with Thai groups in the USA like. 

Best regards, 

Roger Rumpf 

cc Don Luce 

P. 0. B OX 1 5 2.7 5 • WAS H ING TON DC 2 0 0 0 3 • ( 2 O 2 ) 5 4 7 - 1 1 I 4 
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tHlU'.fiN11W~ FOUNDATION FOR WOMAN
'IJ • ,. u . 

.,,,;: ,,.,-:.01 ,ri1111,jn10A -:>,., n1om'll1 .,00100 P.O.BOX 47 BANGKOKNOI 
~ \J.N• ..,.., 1.ITlll. u1onumluu n1Q111.,,, .. 00100 BANGKOK 10700 THAILAND 

TEL. (662) 433-5149 FAX. (662) 434-6774i""'"' ',;:"a:~ 1Tmn, (o,.,) c.<'1c.·-:>0101cr 

P F \~· SS U I l h I t 9 '.) :.:: 
Febr11ar•,.- lS. 199:J 

Ur. ~~orma Fain t'r'-c"l.tt 
3~5 East Palm Street ~:.: ~,:_.~_:;l• .... . 
Altadena, (',:i.Lifor-n.ia 91001 
L' . S .A. 

Dear Dr. \orma Fain Pratt, 

Reg-an! to ,.·our letter [ wo11ld Li·ke to le t ,·ou know that we are 
willini to meet VOL!, Please confirm the meeti ng when you are in 
Ban~kok. Further I would like to clar i f~ that our or~anization is 
called Foundation for Women. The group mentioned in your letter 
is another ~roup which has different addr8ss from ours. Coinc i­
dentally ~ou used the postal address, the reb y your letter reached 
our or~anization. If vou want to contact the Friends of Women, 

"please v-.-rite to the address which ~·ou alread~- have. The contact 
person for the ~roup is ~s.NiramoL PruethRthorn. 

Look for~ard to seein~ you in Ban~kok and here I remain with best 
Iv" I shes 

s incP.reJ v, 

S~r~ 
Hoard· r.iembe r and 
s~~ret~rv-Geheral 

1 
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[7J From: Inbound Queue 2/23/93 .7:21AM (1249 bytes: 38 ln) 
To: Andy Anderson, John Key 
SuQj ect: fwd: · . 

-------- ·----------------------Forwarded----------------------------------
From: ADMINIST.bmail at THETA 2/23/93 1:21AM (1091 bytes: 38 ln) 
To: Inbound Queue at wvi . 
Subject: fwd: · 
--- - - - --- -- -- - --- - -- ---- -- ----- Message Contents--------------------- -------- - -
Form: Forward 

J Use OEM Field: true 
Originated by: 62031730 AT EASYLINK 
Original text: (31 lines follow) 
From 62031730 AT EASYLINK, on 2-23-93 1:19 AM: 

WORLD VISION INTERNATIONAL 

DATE FEB 18, 1993 
TO A. ANDERSON/WV! FINANCE 
FROM KAJORN L/WVFT 
RE FUNDING TELEX / 

RE YOUR EASYLINK DATED 10 FEB 93 SAID/" C.S. WILL SEND 173,000 U.S.D. 
FOR 02/15/93" AS OF TODAY NO FUND WAS TRANSFERED TO OUR BANK A/C. 
PLEASE INVESTIGATE. RGDS KAJORN L .. / ., 

D~'TE :23 FEB 1993 (\.\ •1 \ 
Tt JOHN KEY d~ 
FROM : CHUSAK WUTHIWAROPAS ' 
RE: DR. NORMA PRATT { 

IV WULD B PLEASED 2 HAVE DR. PRATT VISIT PROJS IN THAILAND 
SOMETIME N MAR OR APR 1993. PLS HAVE HER CONTACT DIRECTLY 
2 COLLEEN HARBISON, MY EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT RESPONSIBLE 4 
GUEST VISITS. 

V WLL NEED 2 HAVE HER TENATIVE VIST DATES ASAP, SO PLS HAVE 
HER CONTACT MY OFFICE SOON. 

BLESSINGS 2 U ND WRM RGRDS. 

Original to: ,ADMINISTRATOR AT ~SORTER 
Forwarded: true 
From Agent: true 
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GABRIELA 
A national women's coalition of organizations 

March 3, 1993 

Dear Ms. Pratt, 

We have received Ninotchka's and Neng's endorsements 0£ your visit. 
I'm ~ttaching proposed itineraries for both a! you and Mr. Pratt's. 

However, we are receiving mixed signals us to when exactly you are arriving. 
Please inform us immediately. Please mention specifically w~ther you'd like 
us to pick you up f rom thi:, airport. 'l\ius, we need your flight number etc ••• 

I am lo'iking f'o1'Ward to meeting you. 

~incerely, 

ltina Anaetac10 

P. S, 

By the way, our Fax# is 632-9229567 or you can call overseas at 99ao34. 
It would be best to send messages at night. Philippine time. 0ould you 
also please inform Neng and Ninotchka or the itinerary. They don't have 
Fax mac·hine. 
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Philippine Sabbatical Journal 

March 11, 1993 Mani la, Hotel Metropolitan 

Arrived at about two p.m. from Tokyo to Mani la. Incredibly busy airport. 

Met by Veronica SI Iva, the lnternation_al rep. from Gabriela. Driven to the 
1· •.· ·1' 

Gabriela headquarters by Sherwin along the crowded roads from Mani la to 

Querzon City, which is a more middle class-government center. At 

Gabriela headquarters we were greeted by Rina A with whom I have a 

meeting to develop a schedule for research tomorrow morning at 9 o'clock. 

At ten, there will be an orientation session. 

Gabriela housed In a ramshal<le bul I ding that also Includes an Infant 

day nursury, mainly for women who work for Gabriela. The colorful 

bourgainvi Ila, the banana trees, the watermelons and other fruits are In 

session because, they say, It's summer here now. 

Talk of •brown outs" In Mani la everyday. The wealthier people and 

businesses have their own generators. The Metropol I tan is brightly I it 

and our room Is del lclously refrigerated. But when I plugged In the Mac, 

the serge attachment burnt to a crisp which means I'll have to charge my 

battery rather than use the wall plug. 

We had dinner at the hotel restaurant--vegetable curry and San 

,. 
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Miguel beer. ·Then a brief walk around the neighborhood, in the Asian dark. 

Lots of construction going on even at night across the street. A big Heart 

Institute right behind this hotel. 

Friday March 12 Mani la .. 
-.~:. . .'}_' 

. •,, • 

Picked up by Sherwin at nine a.m. and taken to the national Gabriela 

headquarters. There Veronica Silva and Rina Anastacio, the Pub I ic 

Relations and U.S. Education Co-ordinator discussed the revised schedule 

for the next two weeks. I wi 11 be going to the Cordi I I era as well as 

Negros. Then spent two hours with the national Coordinating Committee 

National Council member Tita Lubi in what was called an "orientation• 

meeting. She lectured on the structure, strategies and goals of Gabriel. 

I taped the lecture. As for their program on chi ldren--especially the girl 

chi Id, they have yet to make that di st i net ion but they have severe I 

programs re I ated to chi I dren: 

1. Parents Alternative- a day care center for workers in Gabriela. 

2. campaign for the Rights of the chi Id 

3. Working with Sal lnlahi and Defense of children, International 

(a) street children 

(b) chi Id labor 

.. 
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(c) chi Id prostitution 

4. At Women's crisis center- story of incest emerge 

Saturday March 1 3, 1993 

Visit to Street Children and Chi Id Wor~_ers Center in Quezon City 

90-B Araneta Avenue 

Cr. E. Rodriguiz Avenue 

Quezon City, Phi I lppines 

Met with Arnold Beroya, Advocacy and Publications staff--man In his late 

twenties who had quit the University to work with children (his wife is 

completing her degree In Economics). Taped an interview with him dealing 

with the program at Street Children.... 

Interviewed on tape, one of the children, Arlene Arbis, a twelve year old 

rug seller, while Arnold translated. Later I found a picture of Arlene and a 

recent interview with her in the Centers Stritnewletter. 

Met with Martha Daguno, the Research and Pub I I cation staff, at the 

Women's Crisis Center (P.O. Box 3153, Mani la 2800). Discussed rape and 

incest issues. She rioted that the Center comes into contact with young 

\_) girls who have had incest relationships. Recently a nine year old pregnant 



girl brought to the Center by her mother--her father had made her 

pregnant. He had been put Into jal I but the girl repeatedly said her father 

should be _released because her other brothers and sisters need him. 

Martha sensitive to the need to change not only the legal system but 

cultural attitudes. However, she said .she had noticed that ••..urban poor
;;· ,'~ \ 

. "' ," 

women are more ready to pursue rape cases In court than are middle class 

women.• 

Sunday, March 14 spent the day with Veron Si Iva and her six year old son 

Mark O'neill Silva. We went to the lntramuros area of Manila, the St.) 
Augustin church where a Chinese wedding was in progress, and then to the 

Mani I a harbor to watch the boats and the tourists. 

Monday. March 1 5 

Spent the morning at Sal lnlahi, a Phi I ippine NGO coat it ion of children's 

rights organizations interviewing on tape Amihan Abueva, the Executive 

Director. An articulate woman who had been the one staff member of this 

organization in 1989 and developed It so that now eleven people work. in 

the off ice. She is the daughter of an eminent sculpture and the neice of 

the President of the University of the Philippines. 
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··J S. has been active in political lobbying for children's rights, In creating 

special events I ike the Children's Solidarity Festival, In networking with 

International groups. In her interview with me, Amlhan gave the most 

sopisticated description of the origins of the children's rights movement 

in the Phi I ippines as well as the pre~ent governmental structure of chi Id 

welfare services. 

Afternoon at the Children's Rehabi I itation Cen~er where I interviewed a 

researcher, Marie S. Guerrero on her general observations about the impact 

of interna I armed conf Ii ct on chi I dren. When I asked about gender 

differences In children's experiences she said she was only beginning to 

corrolate that kind of information. 

Not even the feminists have examined the .girl-chi Id in any depth. 

However, girl related issues are seen as Incest, rape during internal 

armed conf I ict, chi Id prostitution, preferential treatment given to boys's 

educat I on, I ess worth. 
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Yesterday, at the Defense For Children, International off Ice I met 

Agnes Gol lardo, their sector staff co-ordinator. When I ask.ed her about 

I 

the origins of the DFCI she explained how the organization was started in 

Geneva, through the United Nations, legally to advocate the human rights 

of children. Each nation has its own office, she said. Here in Manila, this 

is our country's off ice. But, with passion in her voice, she added, don•t be 

mistaken. We are not merely an institution. We are a movement. We are a 

children's rights movement. 

A children's rights movement Is what I sense is building over the 

last few years in the Phi I ippines. It is a unique phenomena, with its own 

) 
style, born out of some very special circumstances. In time, it may 

generate sufficient political power and create enough political visibility 

to implement sorely needed changes for the children of this Southeast 

Asian nation. 

What characterizes it? The pro I iteration of organizations dealing 

with ~hi ldren 1 s rights; the increase In the number of staff within the 

organizations; the assuming responsibl ity for more and more issues 

related to childhood problems; the political thrust of the ideology of 

childhood reform which Includes the concept that society, economics, 

._) democracy must change a I ong with the ch 11 d; the absence of an abortion 
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J (and anti abortion) movement which taps the so much of the energies of 

the women's rights movement In the United States; the cross class 

al I lances of feminist-women's rights activists and programs; the 

Internat iona I ti es with Europe and As Ia; the re I at I onsh I ps between the 

NGOs and the official Phi I lppine social welfare structure. 
!' • 

. ,.,. 

Some further observations on the children's rights movement in the 

Phi I ippines i.e. The Origin of the Children's Rights Movement in The 

Phi I ippines 

Why in the middle of the 1980s did a complex network of children's 

rights NGO groups evolve in the Phi I ippines? 

First, there was a signif leant change In the climate of Phi I ippine 

pol itlcs. The fal I of the Marcos regime in the mid 1980s and the ensuing 

Corazon Acquino presidency promised to address the serious political, 

economic and social problems which plagued the Phi I ippines for 

generat ion. The first years of Acqu i no was a time of high expectations. 

Many formerly clandestine and maginal ized leftwlng political groups as 

well as individuals participating in left causes began to reconsider their 

strategies. The seeming triumph of Acquino democratic liberalism 

~ discouraged revolutionary politics which no longer seemed necessary. 

... 
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',) Marxism and social ism seemed a style of the past. Now that the left 

•opposition• could act out In the open, they extended their f le Ids of 

vision to Include democratic aspirations, as wel I as humanitarian 

reform. The dwindling left, being coopted by these expectations of real 

change, began to join the reformers. They extended their agenda to 
... : 

include wider societal issues. 

Notes--a dwindling Left because of democratic reform 

-the bankruptcy of communism in Eastern Europe 

-Acquino promises 

- the women's movement-middle class and left 

--the United NATIONS - World Summits etc. 

-growing social problems and continuance of economic hardship 

Internal refugees, AIDS, malnutrition 

-changes in the structure of social welfare--becomlng less national 

and more I oca I. 

-the growing international network of NGOs In Asia 

The left and middle class reformers Joined hearts if not hands. The 

women 1s movement - composed of members of the left and middle class 

~ feminists -

.. 
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r) The problems relating to children's legal rights, health, education and 

work. has tak.en a prominent pub Ii c p I ace as one among many necessary 

economic and social reforms urged by I iberal and radical thlnk.ers In the 

Phi I I pp Ines. 

The pro I iteration of the number of groups as well as the Increasing · 

size of organizations I lk.e Sal inlahl · does not mean, however, that 

Phi I ipplne society is actually bringing about the amel I oration of dangerous 

and deadly conditions to which mi II ions of Phi I ippine children are exposed. 

Wednesday March 1 7 

Interview with Petit Perado, founding member of Gabriela. On the trends 

in prostitution after the closing of the U.S. b~ses at Olongagoo. (see notes 

in Sab. j ourna I) 

RESEARCH TRIP TO THE CORDILLERA, MARCH 17-MARCH 21 

The Cordi II era Women's Education and Research Center Is located in 

Baguio, a city in North Luzon. The Executive Director of the Center is 

Victoria Corpuz who has been work.Ing on the Gabriela aff i II ate program 

for over three years. The Center has a day care program for the children 

~ of the staff; an outreach program for internal refugees; a squatters 
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organizing program along with a functional literacy program for the urban 

poor in Baguio. 

Vick.i arranged that I speak. with two of the staff on women and girl 

issues relating to internal refugees. The following are notes from an 

interview with. 

Jane Del ias, Counsellor at the Cordi I I era Women's Crisis Center, aft i I lated 

with CvVERC-the founders. When founded last December 9, 1992 but 

started last June 1992. From Bagluo; BS In Psychology; started work.Ing 

with women after graduation. No women's studies courses offered at 

Baguio Colleges Foundation. 

Jane emphasized the fact that no psychological tools are being used to 

either evaluate children's psychological problem or aid in overcoming 

traumatic faml ly circumstances. 

Family of 8, six children, three girls and three boys, father is an alcohol lc, 

unemployed, seasonal work. in construction. Mother, early thirty, Is a 

laundry woman, she Is providing the food for the family. Father uses most 

of his money for liquor. Children - eldest daughter Is 16 (Felly); incest by 

~ father's neighbor, and when father was drunk he raped the chi Id. The 

.. 
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,-, father won't accept it. Daughter accused father. Mother doesn't value 

herself nor does she talc.e care of herself. Everything Is for the father. She 

prefers the children at the shelter and the father stays with her. 

Offering counselling with the mot her. Wants to separate from her 
I •• ' :;• 

husband. Recently they are together ~ga.in. The children are In shelter. 

The three female children wl 11 be referred to Manila. The C'WW can only 

provide shelter. 

If you are not involved in the work., you are not aware. I worked at a 

children center--Lingap Center, Baguio which is a project of the DSWO. 

Few in the Philippines accept victimization in incest. Doesn'thave 

the focus of attention. Centers focus on a specific case and then the media 

talc.es it up. 

The counsel'I Ing report-the Social Workers are very moralistic. 

Teach girls not to show body to anyone except her husband;not do 

aggressive things. Girls are blame for enticing the men. The Social 

Worker Is in her forties. At the Lingap Center, they feed them but they are 

not sensitive to the children's psychologically. They use old fashioned 

punishment, moralistic argument. 

J 

... 
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J TRIP TO DAGUPAN--SQUATTER 1S CAMP 

On Saturday March 20 I was taken to the squatter•s district, Dagupan, In 

the hi I ls above Baguio with Natl Gabriela Interpretor Veron Si Iva, Luci I le 

Lumas, Cordi I I era organizer and Marie Khayog, teacher, functional I iteracy 

program. 

Luc; lie Lumas, 25, Mountain Prov. K-A B.C. since 1987, worked with the 

urban poor in 1992 with the women 1s center. Why are you an organizer. 

Studied in Medical technology, dlff icult to find work. Enjou and love to 

work. in the women 1s program. Feminist. Since the program in Cord. 

became a feminist. awakened. Thought of emigrating to U.S. Organizer -

research the situation 

need for women to be organized: 1. work-peddlers-help them put up- a junk. 

2. women are the blocking forces for the demo I ishing teams. The teams 

have done human rights violations to these women. Better to organize and 

have their voices In local government. 3. the UPAC org. the land issue-­

Luci lie assist by going with the UPAC organizer. Mobilize the women to 

attend and bring out their Issues. 3. live I ihood projects-rice buying club 

and also a consumers buying cooperative - Women 1s program encourages. 

J Functional I iteracy intergrated into the economic work. 

... 
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·---) 4. Is your work. dangerous? Yes. Especially this protest. I also I ive in an 

urban poor area in k.ias and they are also mak.ing a protest about human 

rights. the government agencies enter homes and take out wood which they 

say has been obtained i !legally. During this protest, I was there. I am 

being identif led as a organizer/leftist. Not been threatened. Asked why 

are you there? 

5. How does your family feel about your work.Ing? My sister was a 

activist in Task Force Detainees of the Phi llpplnes. Stay away from our 

house. 

6. Perhaps is the work of God, to mak.e me wait to marry. 

) 

Marie Khayog, 23, Bontoc, capital city of Mountain Province. Grew up In 

rural area. Farming rice. Family sti II there. Came to urban area when I 

wanted a college degree in 1986. Studied education. License for high 

· school in history. Taught after graduation already teaching in summer. I 

applied for a day care center. Jobs are difficult. Like to remain. Brought 

to the Cord. Center by job for day care center. Needed Functional Literacy 

in the area and I taught there. Feminist. Since the Center I was given 

orientation meeting. Work.Ing with the urban gives me a challenging Job 

,__) ecause it is different teaching adult women-helping people from your own 
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) province. Different outside the four wal Is. 

What w 111 happen: 1. know how to spe 11 and read two sentences. 2. Gives 

orientation on how to deal with I lfe, face trials and problems, a I lttle bit 

of women's orientation. 

How women are raised In terms of their strength. 1.good housewife, 

provider, problems solver and trials. 2. In our culture we are really 

flghters--Chlco dam-were the f lrst to protest- against the dams. My 

mother was Involved In the Chico dam protest, 1970s. The women faced 

up. The men were arrested but they were ashamed to arrest the women. 

My grandmother was one of the fighters. Cord. Peop I e's Al 11 ances / 

(dealalng with land issues) 

What can be accomplished- F.L. I lttle bit educated also the other women In 

the Cord.--extend It Into the whole part of fhe Cord. 

TRIP TO NEGROS OCCIDENTAL 

Tuesday March 23- Friday March 26 

I took. the hour f llght from Manila to Bacolod, the capital city of Negros 

Occidental on Tuesday March 23 where I was met by Gabriela, Negros rep. 

Edna Araneta and Salome. They put me up at the SeaBreeze hotel and they 

.~ arranged my research project trip. The fol lowing are notes from the three 
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days I spent with them. 

Tuesday, March 23 

1. Veronica Mondejar, Sec.-General, Gabriela gave me an orientation­

sItuat I oner about the soc i a I and po Ii t I ca I cond It ions In Negros. I taped the 

interview and I have a xerox copy of .t~~:·:statistical materials on Negros. 

2. By Jeepney, we f lrst went to Ka!sahan, Urban Poor Federation In Negros 

founded in 1982) and discussed the pl lght of the urban poor in Bacolo.d as 

well as their program for Improvement and development. Their agenda 

I 

proposal Includes (a) urban land reform (b) natlonal Industrial lzatlon Cc) 

housing Cd) social services including education (e) democratic rights (f) 

participation in decision making In government. 

My Impression of this off lce--poorly f lnanced grass roots NGO, 

staffed by unemployed professionals. Doing an enormous Job with very 

meager resources. 

3. Visit to what Is called 'The sixth street urban poor community• where 

Gina Nabor, former Sec. General of Gabriela and member of SAMA.KANA 

greeted us. A squatter's slum In the alleyway somewhere In Baco·lod. 

Swarms of chi I dren; extreme poverty, f 11th, t I ny huts housing extended 

family. Always threat _'?f demolltlon. Tacked on the wall was a 11st of 

community off leers. A _community center In an open thatched hut. 
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,, Children sang songs. A bust I Ing community I lfe. Much humor and 

friend! lness. 

4. Visit to YMCO, a drop In center for streetchlldren. Includes kitchen, 

sleeping rooms, a library, and upstairs are meeting rooms, and on the 

upstairs terrace women's knitting .c.~asses. After learning to knit the 

women are employed at a local factory, as cottage workers. This Is 

viewed as local economic development. 

Funds to sustain this organization come from Japan. 

I was taken around by a male administrator who at f lrst was not 

happy to see me. Edna said we'd just ·dropped In and the place Is usually / 

quite dirty. 

Friday, Mani la, March 2~, 1993 

Meeting with Dr. Tess Burgos AFSC at Little Qulapo, Quezon City.
• I 

She Is an AFSC medical consultant In the Phi I lpplnes. · 

Discussion: (a) The role of the NOOs In Phi I lpplne development. Tess 

said there were few NGOs who were f lnanclng grassroot projects or really 

working productively. The whole system of NGOs prol lferated during· the 

. 
early Aquino era--as a show of her I lberal lty. But, Instead of helpful 

J work, the landowners and business people formed NGOs, received money 
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from Europe and pocketed the funds. The rhetoric of •Third World• Issues 

Is utl I lzed but not concretlzed. 

(b) Women's development has become popular In the Phi I lpplnes. 

Many new organizations among academe and In the N~s. 

The AFSC has encouraged lndlgenou,.'\Y9.men's organization bul I ding. There 
1, •• , . ,... , 

was a recent conference of Indigenous women healers that Tess attended 

and the AFSC backed. 

Cc) Is working on a pamphlet for Disaster emergencies. 
; 

) Saturday, March 27 

Meeting with Duke Duque, Sec. - General of the Gabriela · Women's 

Commission on Children and the Fam I ly. 

Discussed (1) Amerasian children: sociology, legal class suit In the United 

• 
States (2) Definition of what Is a chlld and non 

\ 
sexist educational 

methodology. 

Meeting with Sister Maryjohn, Chair of Gabriela at St. Scholastlca and 

Dean of St. Scholastlca and author, editor of feminist scholarship. Tai Chi 

and Zen. Knows Ho'lopo In Hawal i, AFSC. Extraordlnarl ly Intellectually 

vltal woman. Singlehanded founded NURSIA--a women's studies center 

which Is affiliated with St. Scholastlca. 
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Our hotel, M.P. Vi II a, is on a tiny street. It is adjacent to the famous 
Jim Thompson House _that I never visited because it seemed so out of the 
way. The hate I is one of the p I aces that attendees of the Asia Human 
Rights Conference being he Id at Chu I a I ongkorn University are staying. 
Including the Philippine.Gabriela contingent. I am here to contact Tita Lubi 
who I met in Mani I a and others working on the NGO input into the UN 
conference to be held in Vienna in June, 1993. Observe how they are 
dealing with the girl chi Id issue. Possibly attend some sessions of the 
conference tomorrow. 

.~' ' -.:;_, 

I have severa I contact peop I e 1n·ct ·· organ izat i ans to get in touch with 
to start my research on g i r I chi Idren in Thai I and. The AFSC Barba_ra and 
Donna; Samphas it, Foundation For Chi I dren; Sir iporn Skrobanek, Foundation 
for Women; World Vision contact person Coleen Harbison and the Dean of 
the Humanities at Mahachu I a Buddhist University. 

Wednesday March 31, 1993 tv1.P. Vi 11 a Hate I 

I've come just in time to hear about the recent NGO-Asia Pacific 
Regional Meeting which is preparatory to the Seco:-;d World Conference on) 
Human Rights at Chulalongkorn University. Followed at the UN Building by 
the Asian Governments' Preparatory Meeting -- United Nations Economic 
and Socia I Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). Th.is evening I 
am -meeting with Ti ta Lubi, Gabri e I a, who has mater i a Is on the pl atf arm 
proposed by Asian women and/Phi I ippine women. 

Barbara and Donna, AFSC, do not answer their phone and their FAX machi.ne 
is disconnected. Sir iporn at the Foundation for Women has yet to ca II me 
back and this is also so for Coleen Harbison. 

At nine p.m. I interviewed Tita Lubi, on Gabriela's National Counci I 1.vho 
has been attending the NGO Preparatory meetings to the UN World 
Conference on Human Ri·ghts as part of the Phi I ippine delegation. We sat 
in the crowded iobby of the M.P. Vi I la Hotel where delegates from various 
Asia and Pacific countries relaxed, dined, chatted aft.er a iong day at the 
UN Bui I ding. They were mainly delegates from NGOs attending the Plenary 
Session dominated by their country's off i c i a I de Iegates. They were trying 
to get a word in edgewise on issues related to those human rights 
significant to their group. 

Ti ta Lub i '-I'! as espec i a I ly concerned that the Ii st of demands 
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proposed by the NGO sector at t he off ic i a I Government Preparatory 
Meet ing include more than just mention of w omen and ch il dren. She 
brought me a written -statement of a present~ti on that was made today on 
Children's Right coming from the "the 240 participants belonging to 110 
NGOs who attended the Bangkok Conference on Human Rights." 

Document: Children's Rights: Joint Statement on the Rlghts of Chi!dren in the Asia Pacific. 

Mr. Chairperson, 

On behalf of the mi 11 ions, perhaps bi 11 ions, .53f voiceless children in the Asia Pacific 
region who are ill fed, in ill health, weak and ~·,:.e:~J'ther ignored or exploited, I would like to 
express my appreciation to governments in the region who have already acceded to the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The genuine commitment to protect the rights 
of children lie in the actual implementation of this Convention. This, however, remains weak, 
with much I ip-service rather than effective action to protect children themselves and to assist 
their families. As children contituste more than half the population of any country, we cannot 
talk of human rights without addressing the rights of children. 

CHILDREN HAVE THE RIGHT TO THEIR CHILDHOOD 

Mr. Chairperson, 

) Various forms of extreme abuse and exploitation of childrep remain in the region. These 
include child labour, children in bondage, sexual exploitation of children, children working and 
children in armed conflict situations, children in prison, refugee children, child marriages, 
ch i Id victims of communal violence, children in extreme poverty stituations and the abuse of 
children within the family situation. The advent of AIDS has increased the plight of children; 
discrimination is increasing both against children with AIDS ar.d orphans of AIDS affected 
fami I ies·. 

We cal I on al I governments to support and strengthen the role of the fami !y, particularly 
the poor fami I ies, as a prime instrument to ensure the right of the children to their childhood 
and their security and future. 

We call on all governments to accede to and effectively implement international human 
rights standards containecHn the Convention on the Rights of the Child to ensure the protection 
of the rights of the children. We also cal I for specific improvements in the United Nations· 
capactiy to establish new mechanisms to effectively promote and protect the rights of the child 
by ensuring periodic evaluations of the effectiveness of UN monitoring, reporting and 
complaints procedures and its advisory services and training programs in addressing violations 
of children's rights. 

We recomment the estab I ishment of mechanisms to ensure that the concerns, . 
experiences and struggles of the children be represented in all UN structures and its ongoing 
activities, in particular by way of recognizing their representatives to speak at the meetings. 

J CHILDREN HAVE THE RIGHT TO GROW UP IN PEACE AND SECURITY 
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Mr. Chairperson, 

Ch idren's rights and children's I ives are endangered in a wide variety of situations. At a 
very early age, they are exposed to war and violence, poverty, malnutrition, disease and lack of 
education which stultify their growth and deprive them of their childhood. The scenario is much 
I inked with discr imi nation against the girl chi Id ( my under I ine), mi I itarization ar.d the 
distorted development process. Mi I itar ization harms not only the bodies, but also the minds and 
soutls, especially of children. Their traumatic experiences create a cultusre of fear and 
violence that do not make for genuine democracy which we al I aspire for. 

We cal I on all governments to ensure an ef.fe ctive response to the particular 
vu lnerab I I ties of children as a group in especi~f1:Y)l'iff icult circumstances. 

CHILDREN HAVE BASIC NEEDS THAT REQUIRE IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL RESPONSES 

Mr. Chairperson, 

Basic needs such as physical and mental health, nutrition, education, shelter are often 
not guaranteed by the State. At al I times, but specially in times of war and disaster, children 
should be given primary attention. 
We urge all governments to reduce arms purchases and reallocate arms expenditure to 
development needs, the improvement of preventative mechanisms and the promotion and 
protection of human rights to initiate and pursue consultative pr.;cesses, social services and 

) peaceful settlement of disputes bearing in mind the special concer:.s of children and other 
disadvantaged groups. 

CHILDREN HAVE ARIGHT TO AFUTURE 

Mr. Chairperson. 

Most countries employ development strategies such as the promotion of tourism and 
export-oriented industries. The physical signs of growth of the infrastructure leads to 
prostitution even of children. The high rises in export processing zones lead to alienation of 
people, specially of the children. The massive exp ioitation of I imited natural resources for the 
production of armaments depletes resources which could be used constructively now and in the 
future. 

Progress per Se is not undesirable but it should not be at the expense of the degradation 
of human resources. 

We urge governments to take measures to immediately bring an end to the exploitation of 
children. ihe situation of child labour and bonded child labor in carpet production in the region 
must be immediately abolished. We urge al I governments to pay special attention to the impact 
of I iberal ization of the market economy on the exploitation of children for economic purposes. 

We demand that implementation of the rights of children to survival, protection, 
development and participation as embodied in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child be a 
paramount concern of avery state regardless of consideration of r.atior.al capacity and security. 
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' ; I assure you Mr. Chairperson, that the 240 participants belonging to 11 0 NGOs who 
attended the Bangkok Confer.ence on Human Rights fu I ly support th is statement. Thank you for 
listening to the voice representing the voiceless. We are conf:dent that with our effort in this 
Conference, the future generation, our children, wi 11 finally have found a strong voice of their 
own. 

··· ---~-- --·- .,_.___ _· Once -:!gain thank you Mr. Chairperson for giving me this opportunity to speak beore the 
distinguished representatives of the governments in Asia Pacific region." 

Tita Lubi spent periods of time in prison. In 1972, in 1976 and again 
in 1983. A serious looking women, she _laughed and said her friends say 
"you wi 11 never learn." She was tortu"i-el'and raped in prison. I asked to 
ta Ik about th is--how it f eIt, what were her reactions. She said she did 
not expect to be tortured in prison and so she was not afraid. Al so, she 
had been interviewed by a j ourna Ii st wh i Ie in prison and so she was 
confident that the government wou Id not have her '1di sappeared." But, 
once, she was bi ind f oIded and taken in a car somewhere. At first she 
thought she was only being interrogated hut when they tied her hands 
behind her back she realized they were about to torture her. 

"I f e It them doing things to my body, but there was another Se If, 
separate, that observed myself and them. She was instructing me and 
making strategies. Like when I was being raped. i thought, shou Id I be 
passive or should I resist. Do they want me to resist. Will that help me 
survive. When I did survive this torture I felt elated. It was as if I had 
conquered them. "They hadn't gotten what they were after--my betrayal of 
friends and colleagues. I even felt cleansed of all my petty sins, as if I 
had gone to confession and had been absolved. I had suffered enough." 

. . 

· We ta Iked about Gabri eIa and about the ro Ie of NGOs in the 
Phi Ii pp ines. She was concerned that G. deve Iop further in the provinces 
and among peasant women (with whom she had worked--especially in 
Negros). As for Philippine NGOs, she agreed with Dr. Burgos that in the 
Cory period they had pro Ii f erated but she thought orig i na 11 y most NGOs 
were s inee re in their efforts to aid deve Iopment. Only occas iona I ly did an 
NGO siphon off funds. She persona I ly remembered that the Canadian CEDA 
had sponsored a landlord NGO in Negros in 1986-87. They were critized by 
Gabri eIa who wou Id not access their funds and they stopped doing that. 

When I asked her what cou Id be done abroad she suggested: adopting 
a program I ike the Negros Chi Id Labor Center; writing; and developing an

J exposure trip. 

Norma Fain Pratt 
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Thursday, Apr i I 1, 1993 

Spent the who I e morning intervi evJ ing Samphas it Koompraphant, the 
pir_ector of ·Chi Id Rights Programs, Foundation For Children, Bangkok. I had 
met him two years ago and had interviewed him then but never transcribed 
my recording a I though I remembered some of the things he said and put it 
into my paper on Thai childhood. He did not remember our first meeting 
but s i nee I am a researcher w [th the Thai-American Foundation, Santa 
Monica, which contributes funds to th.e.FFC and an "academic" rather than 
a j ourna Ii st, he was pIeased to br ie( h,e and to arrange for me to work 
with the Center For The Protect; on of Chi I dren as we 11 as to visit 
workp I aces with an interpretor. 

Here are my notes from the interview. Poverty and Childhood: 

1. Pregnan't mothers must work during pregnacy and are not protected by 
Thai I aw. There is one month maternity I eave after the chi Id is born but 
this is not nearly enough and a new Iaw is before ~he Thai par Ii ament 
asking for an extension of from three to six mont ;-1s maternity leave. 

2. Many babies are abandoned at birth. They are abandoned by mothers 
who are (a) prost i tutes--compose the Iargest group of abandoners 
(b) construction work. mothers--they do not want babies with them 
because they have to move around f ram one site to the next and often their 
husbands are at a different site then the wife. The mothers do not want to 
bring up the babies alone, at a construction site. (c) teenagers 
unemployed in urban areas. Many people will not employ streetwise teens 
from the city because they are considered too cunning. Employers prefer 
adolescents from rural areas. (d) poor mothers --there are constant 
reports of inf antic ide. Nursery care is vi rtua 11 y non-existent for poor 
families. Mostly-neighbors look after babies. But this kind 0f non-familial 
baby care is highly unre Ii ab Ie. Recent I y, the po Ii ce were prosecut mg a 
neighbor woman f ram tt"°,;: s I um (KI ong Toey?) who made her Ii vi ng se 11 i ng 
Chinese pancakes and accepting as many children as she coi.lld. The babies. 
though, were abandoned in her care. She could not take care of them-­
perhaps four. They were neglected--the youngest was about a year old and 
was chained to the wa I I. A neighbor reported it to the po Ii ce. 

3. In the three to six age range_-- Young chi I dren are of ten Ief t home a I one 
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by their working parents. Samphas it said that the Nati ona I Oeve I opment 
PI an by the Thai government has proposed care for this age group but he is 
afraid the government w i 11 not be ab I e to so Ive the prob I em. According to 
S. "Families do not have concern for their own children." He thinks this is 
the result of ( 1) exhaustingly long hours of work (2) spending three to four 
hours each day in traffic to and from work (3) there is no time to share 
with the children--when working couple comes home they want food, TV 
and bed. "Every family is like this," he ·said, "even mine." 

In rura I areas chi Idren at th_\_s_ . .~ge are sometimes Ief t for eight 
months at a time while the parents ·go··to the city. The parents are only at 
home during harvesting ti me. 

S. thinks the Governments Chi Id Development Plan addresses only the 
issues of phys i ca I hea I th; nutrition; and schoo Ii ng. It does not address the 
deeper issue of parental poverty--he repeated "Parents have no concern 
for their children. And, consumerism has increased the problem of family 
re I at ions. .Parents demand chi I dren not only pay back emo ti ona I support 
but also money and goods. 

I asked why the parents as he described :hem have such a short
) sighted view of their children's value. He said that that is what has been 

happening in Thai society. Everywhere peop I e are taking short term view 
of "getting rich qui ck." As an examp I e, he to Id me about the export of 
tap loca which has been di I uted with white soy and so Id abroad. It is a One 
Ti me Only fraud but the tapioca producers ~ere w i II i ng to risk their trade 
on the one killing. That's how it is with everything. People don't think 
about the future. 

Who is profiting from Thai land's economic development? He said 
1. Bankers 2. Middle class: easy money speculators on the stock market 
and on land speculation 3. High tech workers who have no real knowledge 
but earn money w i tht the new techno I ogy. 

Nobody speaks about the di str ibut ion of wea, th. Last · year the 
government spent one h-undred thousand mi 11 ion baht to support the stock 
market--on junk bonds~-on stab Ii I izing the market. But nothing was spent 
on deve I oping a water supply for the peop I e. Fifteen thousand· vi II ages 
Iack drinking water. Farty thousand I ack a water supp I y. Peop I e in 
Bangkok rob the water supply from vi I I ages. The vi I lagers have to move 
out of the vi II age. The water is subverted for city Ii f e. "Who," asks S. , 
wi 11 support the vi I lagers? They try to protect themselves but national 
resources are robbed. In Thai I and the government and I and specu I ators use 
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the law to dispossess the people. Villagers end up going to the city where 
they live as landless "farmers." All this is done without planning. 
This pattern-rura I to·city-has been acce Ierat ing in the past seven or eight 
years. It began in 1985-1986. 

S. did not talk- about female childhood in general in discussing poverty. He 
has a prepared Iecture on chi Id pro st i tut ion--w i th overhead projection 
tab I es. He shared that with me~ 

Prostitution- Rama V promulgated a .. !aw to limit sexually transmitted 
disease. He ·created a pro st i tut i oh ::/one. In the 1950s the Iaw was 
amended and new Iaws were passed. 

How does one account for the "excessive demand" for prostitutes in 
Thai land? Why has it increased? The supply can not catch up with the 
demand. Prostitutes are being imported into Thai I and from abroad: Burma, 
China, Laos and Cambodia. 

Four main factors: 
( 1) ~..1 i Ii tary--U.S. base in the 1960s and 19709 created new forms of 

) prostitution (a) for rent wives (b) g0-go bar (c) beer bar (d) escort 
(e) massage 
These forms existed in Bangkok, in the North ~Chiang Ma i...J, Centra I 
Thai land and Northeast, and southern beach areas. 
(2) Mi_gration in the 1960s--increase of rural to urban migration as 
farming turned into "cash crop" -farmers stop subsistence farming of rice, 
vegetab I es and fishing and begin to grow sugar cane, cotton, and tapioca 
for export. Loose their I and; rivers po 11 ute. There is an increase in 
industr i a I izat ion-( 1) on the Centra I PI a i ns--p Iantat ions ( 2) a I ong the 
coast (3) along the highways (4) in the south--mining and rubber 
p I an tat ions 

Gives rise to brothels, tea rooms, ramwong bars, food shops 
Prostitution Ii nked with what S. ca 11 s the "consumerism effect" 
Al I classes of men in Thai society use prostitutes. From upper class and 
wealthy businessmen to workers. There are magazine which advertise 
g I amorous sexua I ly ava i I ab I e women. Examp I e, J,,,/atic/Jon. S. showed me a 
magazine with Miss Thai I and I ook i ng poses in very decorated rooms. 

~ He then made a point***that it is young ·girls who have more AIDS because 
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·) they are used by working class clients. The wealthy businessmen prefer 
girls in the 11-22 age range who are beautiful as wel I as accomplished in 
conversation etc. 11 Peop I e who can protect themse Ives go to oIder than 1 5 
year old girls," he said. 

Variety of prost i tut ion--f or examp I e, there is a traffic in Burmese g i r Is, 
in Ranong in the South because Burmese miners are used in the mines 
there. 

The racism involved in prostitution:-.~:- -~.white American and European men 
prefer darker color girls while in t-ti·e south, the Melasian men prefer 
whiter girls. 

S. deer i es the mora I corruption of rura I f am i Ii es who se 11 their chi I dren. 
He says 11 Rural people want easy money." 

The way out 
1. Laws--elimination of trafficers 
Guardianship 
2. Zoning areas 

Social work 
Commu_nity development 

3. Long term restructuring campaign for migration back to the vi I I age and 
change in the taxation system. Change in the land price. Much farm I and 
has been bought by land speculators and is simply sitting fallow. More 
money of the government budget shou Id be spent on social services. 

Apr i I 2, 1993 Bangkok 
Yesterday, moved over to the Bangkok Christi an Guest House, 1 23 

Saladaeng, Soi 2. Invited to spend the evening with David Elder the Asian 
director of the American Friends Service Committee International 
Program at the home of Barbara Bird and Donna Anderton, at 33 Sukhumvit. 
Barbara and Donna are the AFSC 's Asia fie Id representatives I iv ing and 
work i n g out of Bangkok. Last t i me I vi s it e d them- - i n Ju I y 19 9 2- -too is 
from an adjacent high rise building construction project had fallen on to 
their guest house and smashed through the roof. They were I iving in a 
hote I. Last night, their e I egant Thai house, with the garden and spirit 
house I coked tended and at ease a I though overshadowed by the 
construction st i 11 in process next door. Not being ab Ie to find an air-con 
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cab on Si lorn last night, we took a three wheel Tuk-Tuk for 1SO baht which 
took over an hour to get to Sukhumvit. The Tuk-Tuk. experiences are now 
beyond be Ii ef s i nee one either is careening around corners or acce I erat i ng . 
at what seems to be ninety miles an hour from one I ight to another and 
then sta 11 ed for ha If an hour behind some gigantic Japanese van which 

:' - be.lcfres forth black gaseousnesses. The drivers are antcy and bored--and 
must keep their motors reved up in order not to be stalled when the 
traffic starts up again. I fee I covered with soot, jerked up and down and 
around by the ti me I've reached my destination. What is most surrea Ii st ic 
is watching the city go by in this oper1 ca,:---the incred i b I e number of new 
high rise bui !dings with their elegari.t /:~nd grotesque forms; the gigantic 
advertisements for Iuxury i terns in vivid co I ors and of ten in Eng Ii sh. And, 
interwoven is the "old" city of tiny food stands and shops and pedestrians 
shopping or crossing the street. Every once in a wh i I e, the river becomes 
visible, seeming so peaceful with small boats moving slowly along the 
shimmering water. 

David Elder and religion in Vietnam. 
Donna gives me the address of the children rights lawyer 

) Saturday, Apr i I 3 

Appointment to meet Na i ana of Center For the Protection of Chi I dren and 
go interview chi Id prostitutes at rehabi i itation center cancel led. 
Rescheduled for April 2 6. 

Monday, Apr i I S 

Went to the off ices of Child ~Vorkers in Asia to interview Panudda 
Bo.ompal a, the editor. They have a f i I e of newspaper c Ii pp ings from the 
Bangkok Post and The Nation on chi Id prostitution, chi Id labor and 
Qduc~ti0n th~t I wi 11 ratwrn to ~ft~r I c:Am~ b~c:~ frAm 1:.hP. NQrth. 

Tuesday, Apri I 6 
National Holiday-Chakti Day. In the evening attended a meditation session 
at Wat Mahathat. 

Wednesday, Apr i I 7 

J Pi eked up by Wor Id Vision and taken by their expensive new van to 
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Emergency Home for Di stressed Women and Chi I dren which is under the 
patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess Soamsawal i and the Association 
For The Promotion Of The Status Of Women. Ca 11 ed Emergency Home I. My 
guide from _World Vision was a Thai man in his late twenties, Mr. Bunsit 
Tatong, 582/ 18-22 Soi Ekam i. Sukhumvi t 63, Bangkok 1011 0. He'd worked 
at Site 8 and I ived in Aranyapretet for three years before joining World 
Vision. 

At the home, a I arge mu It i room structure with a spacious garden, I 
interviewed the Director, a social wo_r~~r who had graduate with a B.A. in 
psycho I ogy f ram Ramkhamshang Un ivefrs i ty in Bangkok--a government run, 
open, university. She had been trained at the Emergency Home I and worked 
there for six years now. A beautiful woman in her late twenties or early 
thirties. Buns it acted as interpretor. 

Interviewed a seventeen year old girl from the Yaow hi I I tribe in the North 
who had recently tested HIV pas it ive. 111 iterate, no schoo I education, she 
had been raped by her step-father since she was seven years old; ran away 
with three other teenagers and was sold into a brothel that catered mainly 
to fisherman. 

In the evening attended a lecture at the Dusit Thani Hotel at the Foreign 
Correspondents CI ub in Thai I and on the changing situation in Laos given 
by a field worker for the American Friends Service Committee in Laos. 
Bruce Shoemaker and his Thai wife (whose name escapes me). It was at 
the i nv itat ion of Barbara and Donna, AFSC. 

Thursday, Apr i I 8-Wedr.esday Apri I 14 
Visl t to Chieng Mai: Songkran Festival, at Riverview Lodge Guest House 
Trip to Karen villages with Nippon and Yeruhem Rotstein and to Lamphun 
and Lampang ( met Amporn at Center for Traditional tv1edicine-invited to 
Ayut thaya) 

Apr i I 8 Bangkok Airport 

We are taking a noon flight to Chiang Mai. It is overcast for the time since 
we been in Thai Iand; maybe even rain. The trip to the airport is qui ck-no 
traffic on our side of the road. It's incredible. On the other side, the 
traffic is totally stalled. The domestic airport is comfy. Easy to sit 
around. Monks in saf f ran robes; b Iand chi Idren; satisfied Ioak i ng Thais 
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eating sandwiches. CNN news in English show the war in Bosnia and the 
world reaction at the UN, in Canada. The financial news. Soft, 
sentimental Musak. There are newspapers on wooden racks placed around 
the waiting rooms. White buses with the Thai airline fleur de lys in 
purple and pink wait patiently for passangers. The airconditioning mai<.es 
the rooms almost too cool to the skin. I don't mind. Drank tea and bought 
orange-in int candies; Ken bought a choco Iate bar and drank expresso. He 
warned me he might be wired. 

Fr i day Ap r i I 9 Chi an g Mai .. 
Before I left for Southeast Asi a:·. { was reading the book H1'omen H11c 

Run Hl/th the }'llolves. The weaving of Jungian therapy, folklore and 
femin i sm in this book impressed me. I've been on the look-out for 
folktales which might help illuminate the meaning of girlhood in 
Southeast Asia but unt i I today I hadn't come across any stories at a11. 
Even though I have asked different peop I e. Today browsing through a 
tourist magazine, t·f'elcome to Chiangmai and Chiangrai March 1993 I 
came across this f o I kstory, "Si am's Li keab I e Rogue-5 i Thanoncha i. 11 

According to the editor i a I comment, Si Thanocha i is a pop!..1 Iar 
Siamese folk hero and the tales about him always place him in the reign of 
a mythical king of Ayutthaya, which dates him somewhere between 1350-
1767 A.O. The stories about him appear on tempi e mura Is as we f I as in 
twentieth century comic books, movies, and nave Is. The first written 
versions of his stories were pub I ished around the turn of the century in 
the reign of King Chu I a I ongkorn. . 

The editorial co·mments characterize and delineate the folkhero I i ke 
th i s: "Tile stories follow llis life from·beginning !£., .::17d. Tile sh,,r/es are 
alway amusing but there is no doubt that he is a ;'bad man: and so,, t, 
preserve a moral attitude to life,, he lnust come to a ,1asty end. But in the 
meantime he is delightfully evil. He is mean, avaricous and amb/tious,. 
frequently crue~ and shows no mercy or regret for his victims. To balance 
this,, he has a delightful love of life,. and derives great fun from the trick~ 

. he plays on his victims. He has a lovely. ii twisted, sense of humor. He 
~-vas an .example t:; the average Thai. who was likeIx to be a downtrodder. 
peasant,. subject to the whims and foibles of bureaucrats and the ricll anc. 
powerful. One message is that by intelligence, bluff, and deceptlon. these 
people can be bested. Nothing amuses the listener more than tl1e 
humiliation of tile pompous. Tile impudence of Si Thanonchai demonstrate!. 
the Thai love of l11dependence and freedom. Tile toreigers who appear ir.

J several stori es,, are alway·s out thought and outmaneuvered. Violence h 
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rare -- to win by bluff makes bloodshed unnecessary. t4rlany stories hing~ 
on word play --still a major source of amusement tor Thais today. The 
literal tr_anslation of instructions, and their often absurd and ridiculou~ 
implications, Is the basis of several stories. 

In A/Utt,1aya 's society, slavish obedience to one's master wa~ 
essential to prevent personal or physical abuse -- how nice, then,, to obe; 
slavishly when instructions ~-vere so imprecise as to allow the peasant tc. 
commit malicious acts which could nost be punished.I 

Si Thonochai epitomized the alert, intelligent individual who coul, 
a/way-s turn the tables vn his would .ke vanquishers. For that alone,, he 
was to be admired It his explalts.:t otten appear excessive, he was,, 
alth,.,,,ugh larger than I ife, very, very human." 

The story told in this March issue is entitled "The Youngest Bride, 
The Su Itri est Daughter" and it makes not bones about being a story of 
female chi Id sel I ing. Since the sel I ing of girls is sti 11 so prevalent in 
Northern Thai I and among peasant f am i Ii es, it appears to encourage the 
trade wh i I e smugg ly I a ugh i ng at it as part of the story. Tourists reading 
this story, have a sense that they are part of the customs and history of 
Thai I and--when they "rent" young g i r Is. 

Having survived banishment,, execution and numerous other sins, tilt 
incorrigible rogue has enjoyed enormous good f,..1rtune. His deceit an, 
trickery now extends even Into his o~i,,n family. Alter a fewyears of happ; 
marriage tq he lovely Srinuan_. a baby daughter was born to the lovln-> 
coup!~. ~t,,1,en she was only a few weeks old, Si Thanonchai had an idea tot 
making a vast profit out of the infant 

He assembled his servants, and instructed them to let out the 
"secret" that Si Thanonchai had a beautiful, modest and charmIns. 
daughter. He ~new that a neighboring millionaire by the name of Saen wa~ 
looking tor a suitable bride for hisyoung son. By this time, Si Thanoncha, 
was a favorite of the King of Ayuddhuay. and so any daughter of his woulc. 
be a worthy bri de. Saen soon overheard his servants talking of th/~ 
daughter of Si Thanonchai's -- praising her modesty. beauty. wit,, anc. 
charm. He J,,vondered that he had not heard of her before,. but It was q<ltle 
usual lor young ladies to be secretr:d wlthln the house of their parents, 
and 17ot exposed to public scrutiny. In tact, his ignorance of her spoke 
~·vr:II of her modesty. at least Si Thanonchai's daughter would be a more 
than adequate match tor 17/s high born son. He sent an emissary to S, 
Thanonchai. After the correct formalities had · been observed, the 
emissary stated: 

7.."4' 
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'Uy LordSaen begs a favour ofyou Si Thanoncllai~ 
"/ am sorry sk;_butyou have the better ofme... Who is this "Saen"? 

said Si Tl7anoncl7ai, innocently. 
"Lord Saen is a great Lord. sire -- perl1aps as great asyourself" sai, 

tile smooth tongued emissary. 11 

~t?. yes -- I do remember the name. H//Jat can I do foryou'~ 
'~t.-Cv lord enquires as to whether ;,-ou ~,vould be interested in a mate/. 

betweeny,,wr lovely daughter and the son ofLordSaen: 
'Vh, but that cannot be -- my daughter is too innocent y-et /01 

marriage. Not/Jing more than a baby~-- :-~, 
The emissary smiled indulgen't1y.--: All doting fathers thought of tllei1 

daughters as babies,. e~ien when they were mature women in tlleli 
twenties. 

"I understand. sire. !--light I be honoured with meeting the youn5, 
lady." 

"/ am sorry." said Si Thanonchai. "She is being bathedby her maids al 
the moment I would not like to expose her to scrutiny needlessly. I hopt 
you understand." 

The emissary nodded. Such modesty was wholly commendable. 
11Perllpas, sire_. we culd agree on a dowry... "?) 
"That sire is tor ou to decide. 11 

~17, yes. It will be a sad loss to me and ,7.-:r mother. But,. tor het 
future....Perhaps S00 grammes of silver would recompense us for he1 
loss.'' 

The emissary decided that it was a fair, if somewhat large figure, 
and t·vllen Ile heard of tile offer, Saen was delighted. Arrangements i•vem 
smoothly; a11d Saen 's household turned up on the appointad day to escon 
the new bride home. Unfortunately. the beautiful young g1~--1 wa~ 
overcome wit/1 s,?yness, and Si Tl1anon had to regretfully inform th~ 
marriage party that the bride would be delivered, by boat,. that evening. 
Suc/J mo"desty i tile young lady was ~-videly admired by all_. U/ho tactful!/. 
respectfully withdrew. 

The baby was carried in an ornate crib into tile bridal chamber by.:: 
lovely young nurse_. ~-vho tended the infant before retini1g discreetly. tl7e 
moment had come for Saen 's excitedyoung son to lie with his new bride. 
He was deliriously happy. having lapped up all the serva,1ts sto,ies of het 
beauty and innocence. He tiptoed into the room_. H//Jic/1 was lit by a single 
candle. 

"Hello darling," Ile whispered ''.rour husband awa/tsy-ou." 
There was no answer. He tiptoed expectantly to the bed. ~-vllic/7 wa1 
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empty. ''Don't be afraid, darling. I 1,vill be gentle," /Je cooed, looking unde1 
tile bed, in tile wardrobe, even peering into the root beams. 

Finally, Ile pa~ted tile mosquito net over t/Je crib. to lid tl7e tin; 
baby, asleep, sucking its thumb. 

Confc,,unded, he went out ot l1is father. 
. _ ---· --- "That was a bit quick," said Saen. 'Ho~-v w-as she I hope you i·verr:n'l 

too rough. '~ 
Tile boy. distinctly ~-vorried bf now; said: Tllere is no-one tllere. " 
017, of course there is -- look again. She is probably trightr:ned, 01 

playinggames. h7u know I cannot enter t/7~ bridal chamber." 
The son determinedly took llif_:.f..c!,/her by t/Je hand. No-one, except~ 

sleeping babJ< The beautiful · nurse··· appeared. The son, immediate!} 
smitten, ran to Iler to embrace her. 

lly darling, where have you been hiding" 
"Unhand me sir." said tl7e nurse. "/ am not your bride. Here is yoU/ 

wife." So say;_"ng, she drew the nr:tting. the baby woke up and began to cry. 
Saen looked as if l1e would /Jave apople,\y. T/Je son began to weep. A coun 
case ensued. Of course, several witnesses_, including the emissary, 
confirmed that Si Tl1anonc/Jai had told Saen that the girl was :Just a baby." 
Tile court hadno choice but to a1,,vard the case to S/ T/Janonchai. 

There is a /Jap,oy ending to this story. The babygrew up into a girl Oi 

excepti<-1nal beauty-. Tile nurse proved a good a,7d willing campanlon tc. 
Saen's son, and sixteen years later, the boy novt/ a middle aged man wa~ 
veryproudof 17/s lovely bride/ 

Apri I 11, 1993 Chiang Mai 

. In today's International Herald Tribune, Apr i I 10-1 2 on page two 
there's an article by Mariise Simons (New York Tlmes Service) "Child 
Prostitution Spreads, Partly Because Of AIDS Fears." The date I ine is 
Brusse Is and the art ic Ie reported on an UNESCO conference on "the sex 
trade arid human• rights." The reasons given for the increasing number of 
chi Idren used in the sex trade inc Iude ( 1) Dr. Duong Quynh Hoa, di rector of 
a pediatric hospital in Ho C~i Minh City quoted "The customers are afraid 
of AIDS, So there is a high price on virginity. The procurers are going 
after children 10 or 11 or 12 years old." (2) Pornography, peep shows, "sex 
tours" and other products of the mu I ti bi 11 l on do I l ar sex industry 
normalize the open buying and sel I ing of sex and "erode taboos against 
~exua I exp Io i tati on of chi Idren." {3) chi Id abuse and sadomasch l sm 
increasing preva Ient. 
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In regard to Thai land, the article noted "One Unesco study estimated 
that 2 million Thai females work as prostitutes and that 800,000 are 
adolescents and children. Demand for sex with young girls comes mainly 
f ram Asian tourists, the study said, demand for young boys from 
Westerners. " 

· -- The· article -concludes by saying "Child prostitution is emerging as a 
crucial issue for human r i aghts and women's groups and has recent I y Ied 
to debates in the European Par I iament. At the Brussels conference 
de Iegates from human rights groups c i rcu Iated a draft for a new 
convention against sexual exploitati_?n, written to replace a 1949 UN 
convention against trafficking inn :pc9_st i tut ion that many countries had 
never ratified. 

Apri I 11, 1993 Chiang tv1ai 

It's the beginning of the Thai New Years celebration, Songkran Since 
yesterday peop I e a I ong the roads with co I ored p I ast i c buckets or hoses 
have been throwing water at anyone walking the s:.r eet, or on a motorcycle 
or in one of those red songtllaew( sawng tllaew, literally 'two rows'), a 
sma 11 pi ck-up truck with . two rows of bench sea t s down the sides, very 
similar to an Indonesian bemo and akin to a rilipino Jeepnej< This 
morning on the way to the Nati ona I Museum, Ken and I were deuced with 
water. Everyone I a ughs. Ha If my body and ha If my dress was soaking wet. 
It was about e I even thirty and it was al ready quite hot so the coo I water 
actually felt good. Mainly, kids and teenagers are doing the deucing. I say 
two Western tourist g i r Is attacked by the waterers. I ts great fun. 

I made an appointment to meet an Australian woman who I thought 
was I iving as a nun at Wat UThong, on the other side of the I ake. At two 
p.m. we rendezv0us'd at the Library in front of the lotus pond ,..vhere the 
torso and head of an arm I ess and exquisite Thai or Khymer Buddha rising 
from a stone lotus pedestal. The dreamy sensualness of this Buddha, the 
I ithe curve of his torso and the softness of h1s belly, enchant me. We sat 
on the c~o I porch watching the early afternoon Ii ght c:iange the shadows 
on the Buddhas face and body. 

Her name is Just ine Bonney, an Australian social worker who has 
taken off a year to tr ave I in Asia. She I ives near Sydney and studied a 

~ Ii tt I e bit about Buddhism before she _went abroad. Her background is Roma 
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-, Catholic with the twist of Liberation Theology. But, not a practising one. 
i- Wanted to travel in Asia with more than a tourist perspective. Began her 

trip on February 22, .flew to Melyasia and from Penang went to southern 
,,,: _, Thai Iand--at Suri thani. Stayed at Wat Suan Mokkhabal arama where she 

met the controvers iaI and we 11 known monk Buddha Das a. He is rad i ca I 
- -, ·because he ha·s been writing and saying that "when you look at Buddhism, 

Hinduism and Christianity, they are really the same thing." She went 
espec iaI ly to hear him because he was teaching an "a Iternat ive, reformist 
Buddhism. She had planned to stay at Wat SM for a long retreat but was 
only there for four days when she discovered there was to be a cont erence 
sponsored by the International Conference of Engaged Buddhists on March 1 
7. One of the monks at Wat SM Santiha'ro Bhikkin was planning to attend. 
Justine went to the Conference. There were over 100 people attending 
including monks, sthree mai chis, people involved in some kind of social 
justice and environmental work, peace activists, cont I ict resolutionists, 
people from the U.S., U.K., Australia, New Zealand, Italy, Germany, S.E. 
Asian countries Thai, Me Iays i a, Cambodia, Nepa I, Burma, Sri Lanka. Some 
were refugees--grassroots people affected by upheavals I ike Burmese 
I ivi ng in Ii berated areas. 

) Apr i I 12-15 Songkran New Year's Nati ona I Ho Ii day, Chiang Mai, Thai Iand 

Visited two villages of two different hilltribe village people. The Lisu 
and. the Karen (Thai:Yang or Kariang). The Lisu vi I Iage was near Fang, about 
40 kms from Chiang Mai. The Karen vi! Iage was in Lampang Province, 
about 85 km from Chiang Mai. Both places were isolated from Thai 
culture; poor; rura I; maintained by handicrafts or farming. There is so 
much in the newspapers about hi I Itribe girls being sold into prostitution. 
I wanted to observe them in their natural environment. 

-
[Two contacts: did not connect with: 
Child Workers in Asia project on girls in textile factories 
Telephone Tat Chai, project coordinator at home# (053) 339-403 
and Empower, Jackie Po 11 ack 

136/3 Sol Butsarakam 
Rachamanka Road, Chieng Mai] 

Fri day. April 16 

Flew to Chiang Rai from Chiang Mai this morning. It took twenty five 
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minutes. Then at the airport, there weren't any taxis and_ the I imousine 
peop I e wanted an enormous sum to take us to our hote I. The Go I den 
Triangle lnternationa·I YMCA. When we arrived at the Y we realized it was 
four km from the city and again there was very Ii tt I e transportation. No 
tuk-tuks pass on this main road and the songthaews come every fifteen 
minutes. We did catch one into town--and got wet again because it's sti 11 
Songkran--maybe through the weekend. 

Great numbers of Hi 11 tribe peep I es I ive in tni s Northen region. Tourists go 
trekking to their . remote vi I I age~. The prostitution problem--which 
includes a serious A IDs epidemic--i's ·part of the local scene. The BangkoA 
Post today Friday Apri I 16 ran an article on the second page: "AIDS 
spreading fast in North" In which they wrote 

1"".A:Ds .s 5preacing ~-Jst .:1rnor:9 ~r:JS~lt!Jtes in Ch:ar:g R.:li Province, 21r.cor,:ing to a st.:rvey that has 
revealed n,at sevE-nty ce1'Ct"rit, ·:r sev8n 0ut of every ten prostir.ut.,s, have t.he HIV virus, the 
precurs,)r cf AIDS . 

r-1ed1cai tests cor.,jucter:i oy researcners from the Ratchapal lnslilule of Chiang Ra1 and the 
;:irovinci.::! public health .~ :.;t~10rity ,):: prostitutes in this pro•..,:nce indicated that 70 percent of all sex 
w,)r;.,ers are i-llV-posilive . 

The surv-=y also found ,}1,jt young · ✓ 1lla9e girls who finish t;..,. ,:ompulsosry education le.vel ,)i) ~athom Suks3 6 prefer t:') bec,)m-:: ,:-, ,)stit.utes !.han pLwsue !ow ;iayin,;; :~:..; t. respectJble jobs. 
Bet.wo?.en 70-t,O percr?nt ,:ir: viila9e 9iris leave school a(:_.:o,• cornpleting i.ne1r compulsory 

ed:.Jcat: ::,n. The rat~ is JS hh~h .Js ~00 c~r ·:er·~ :r. :;ome vi11Jges . 
,no:: pr.Ktice of t10:-corn1ng ,, se;~ worjt_er has ;on9 McorM a 1ocai social vaiue because ·1°:iu,,9 q1rls 

do r:ct 1~ke t.~; _work r,:.:r .~ .3nd ~.:ive been '..a"Jght for 1}':n8nt?or:s ~hat prostitution ce:n ~elp them ~::a~.e big
:-;-..,n ➔ v -~n<i save :.r.~11' (.:1m1 iv ( r,:im t~te hari::s:-:i ps of povert.y. 

-r:-.~ St;;,,ey 'N::-:. ·: ,:,r.(1~~c:ed ur:d~; ~h~ P,...'Jjet:~~for Pr:;:,.1(:Ucin cf t~e ()i_:Jllty c\f Life for ~:~~r.J1 G!r!s 
in Chian,Je :-1ai ;:lr(1v1nce bl .3 t,:,¥n heade,j by Assistant Proress,:ir S:jt_heo Ponqsr1vvat aM ~rcharn 
\V!~~..:y.J \;/arr::Jsisri . 

';';cf S:~t.h~p ·.v~t) !:; Qectcr ~r ~Jt..~hapat !nstit:]t~s of C~i:.::ng Rai, ~:);me:~•.f· ~~:'"!own .~s lhr;1 C~!l\'.:r:q 
r=ia1 Teacners· (i::;lege. csaia a project ,viii be financed by t.he ;:!ed c;.:,r,1-,n~,iland group to s:.~,p :.he spr,;,:1.:: 
of :-11'! / AIDS, prevent rural girls in Chiang ;;,.;ii fr:')rn b,i,:ominq prost:!.1Jt.':'S .wd oers!~.:-:,:i::- r.,,...,~virci.~1 
r ➔ sidents to refrain from using t.M services of 3ex work>?rs . 

The rector said the project ·,vould ::ever a pi::r:c:j of three ·,-e;;:irs, J~d wo1.;!d ~"" ',::c-'.:-rne~ted 
within the next two years. 

The surve'/ 'Yvas ctJn:~c~e-~ '.:1st ,·~.Jr .;j!:d revea!ed t~at .pr•::stitufJ,;n :s ;;cu;!shir:g in C!;:.::n;J ~.3: 

Fam1:ies of si:nooi9ir ;s ,,..,.no are studying at 9rMe 4 levi:>i ,)f comoulsory o:>,:lucc1t1on ,:,re ,)iiere,j 
\J!) t.o 200 .000 baht each to encc,~rage p.:irents to send L~1e:r ~augr.:ers to bntr,els af~er ~.hey ~r· ~duJte. 

ihe gi,·ls. 3il~r scr,oo:rn,~. ,,·1li be ta,:.en to eang>:ok and oi.her parts ,:,f u·,a ,:otJn i.ry to .•.-,)r~ :is 
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Tomorrow we have rented a car and driver, who said he w i 11 take us to 
Ratchapat Institute of Chiang Rai. Also wi 11 have an opportunity to see 
the hi II tribe environments from which the g i r Is are prostituted. 

Saturday, Apr i I 17 Ch iang Ra i 

Drove up to the Burmese border this morning with Mr. Song of Far 
East North Tours. He is a knowledgeable guide and we spoke about the 
economic conditions for hi l Itri be peop I es, the Acea and the Yeo and the 
changes that have taken p I ace in Thailand as far as agr i cu I tura I Ii f e is 
concerned. He i so I ated severa I sign i((¢ant f actors--a 11 quite we II known: 
1. land is gotten very expensive 2. hilltribe people have been selling land 
(which in theory they do not own) to city folk who use it for specu I at ion 
or golf courses or hotels, driving the prices even higher 3. hi I I tribe people 
have traditionally grown subsistence rice crops with a little taro, or 
fruits, or corn and their cash crop has been opium. The Gvt and NGOs have 
been teaching them to grow soybeans as a cash crop... that stops s I ash and 
burning farm i n·g techniques which is bad ecology, gets them off opium 
se 11 ing and a I so makes them I ess nomadic s i nee they don't have to I eave 
dep I eted I ands, the soybeans rep Ien i shes the I and. 

But, Thai and Western temptations have seriously crept into 
hilltribe life in the form of money for their daughters. Girls are sold into 
prostition and it is a wel I recognized and even encouraged practice. 

At lunch, at a beautiful restaurant near tv1ae Sai on the Thai-Burmese 
border, our guide Mr. Song confided in us. "I'm divorced," he said, "my wife 
left me to go into prostitution in Japan. Her mother encouraged her. So 
they cou Id get wea I thy and buy a house. I cou I n't afford to give her the 
T.V. and the house she wanted." Mr. Song's father ls a farmer and a local 
medical shaman, wel I respected in the community. 

We visited two vi 11 ages--the first the Acea tribe and the second ~he Yeo. 
This is what I saw and what Mr. Song to Id me about the Ii f e in these two 
vi I I ages. 

a. At the Accavillage--he said that many tourists do not come to this 
particular vi I I age but as soon as we arrived, older women crowded around 
us trying to se 11 us their beaded hats, embroidered pi 11 ow cases, opium 
pipes that are made by them. Song said that women had chi I dren at home, 
by themselves with the help of a midwife. That when the infant cries 
three times, it is accepted as alive and picked up by the midwife. If twins 
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are born, one is killed; the girl is it is a girl-boy twin. The women and 
children work in the f ields--starting at age three--very communal in 
spirit, sharing the chores of domestic and farming Ii f e. He seemed · to 
think the men were quite I azy. They had severa I wives, the wea Ith i er men, 
and hung around smoking opium. 

· When ·a girl is thirteen, she goes through a puberty ceremony, having 
to do with a Iarge swing that stands in the mi dd Ie of the compound. After 
she completes the swing test, she is f_ree to "date" boys. Pre marital sex 
is permitted. Marriage is polygamous. Sometimes girls go to the special 
hilltribes school in Chiang Rai. It is a.. boarding school; Parents do not like 
their daughters going _to this schoo:I ·:~_r--nce they tend not to return to the 
vi I I age. 

Village life appears technologically primitive. Thatched roof 
. houses; animistic re Ii g i ous pract i ses--sp i r it houses, spirit arches-­
homes with fences; the inside of raised houses--most Iy one room and the 
~QQIG.ine is. dQna 0uts.ida--pigs., chicle.ans. I iva under the house. Toi lets 
outdoors. But there are motocyc Ies and· pi ck up trucks around. 

Little girls and boys beg for money _from the tourists. Ask. for five 
baht for takl ng their photograph. 0 Ider gi r Is stare at tourists, one girl 
lying around on a veranda in a sexually suggestive pose. Tourists invited 
to smoke opium. 

b. At the Yeo vi 11 age-- the Yeas are f ram Laos:--a ; : ne on both sides of the 
road of tourists stores. 
Vi I I age of thatched huts, toilet had not water. Topless older woman with 
child sitting at one door playing in the sunshine. Inside a house with 
several rooms, a cei I ing fan, and electrical wiring. tv1r. Song pointed out 
the. spirit house in one of the rooms and an unopened door--the ritual door 
through which one goes only at special times I ike marriage or death. Saw 
little girl of seven or eight taking care of a baby sister/brother. 

Sunday, Apr i I 1 8 Chiang Ra i 

Meet Norweigan volunteer Geir A., twenty, at the Hilltribe i'v1useum and the 
Thai NGO Population and Development Institute. They have an AIDS 
program. 

Popu I at ion and Community Deve I opment Association 
620/25 Thanalai Rd., Chiangmai 57000 
Tel. 713410, 711475 
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Hi 11 tribe Museum and Handi crafts-Norwegian vo I unteer curator: 
Ge i r Andreassen, Baggerodot 3 7, 31 00 Horten, Norway 

Had spent three weeks with a Hmong tribe, teaching them Eng Ii sh. 
So much English is being taught--as well as Central Thai--turning the 

· ·· - hilltribes into Thai cltizens. 

Monday. Ap r i I 19 

Return to Bangkok by air from Chiang Rai early in the morning. Mr. Song 
drives us to the airport and wishes L:is::~::~tearful farewel I after I give him 2 
thousand baht to buy me a transparent Buddha from Burma. 

Tu esday. Apri I 20 Bangkok. 

Evening meeting with Donna _Anderton and Barbara Bi rd at the Landmark on 
Sukhumvi t. They approved of my saying that the more I Iearn about the 
Thais, the fewer stereotypes I have. They are planning to come to Los 
Angles in November with a delegation of Chinese. They want to show them 
the AFSC program in L.A. 

) 
Apr i I 2 1 We dn esday Bangkok 
Lunch with f i Im director Christine Fugate at the Dus it Thani; 28; 
southerner; unmarried. Finds Los Angeles lonely. In Thai land one is rarely 
lonely. 
She _was making generalizations about the Thais--saying they are not 
individualists but are very social and I ike to work in groups. If you want a 
Thai to do a good job, put two of them on that job. Their idea of privacy is 
different than Americans. They think nothing of sharing a room with 
strangers or staying in a crowded dormitory. The Thais think she is an old 
maid and feel sorry for her that she doesn't have a husband. At one time 
Christine thought of doing a dissertation of Thai prostitution but was told 
it was an oversubscribed fie Id. She did write a Master's Thesis on the 
image of women in Thai films. Her analysis. Very few roles--mother, 
wife, "other woman" and teen-ager. The "other woman" tends to be a 
highly melodramatic part with lots of unhappiness and even tragedy. This 
reflects Thai society where men are unfaithful, have minor wives and 
other women. Thai men are aware that American career women do not like 
this daub I e standard and she to Id me a story of a ma I e co 11 eague who was 
embarrassed when she I earned that he had a minor wife. 
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Apri I 22 Thursday Ayutthaya 
Took the third cl ass ·train from Bangkok for one and a ha! f hours to 
Ayuthaya, the o Id capita I of Thai I and. We were inv ited to stay w ith a high 
school English teacher Amporn , her husband and their two daughters, 11 
and 9. Amporn picked us up at the rail station. Since we hardly knew her 
we decided to stay at a hotel for two nights and if we get along to move 
over to her house. She is very generous and is taking us around 
sightseeing in Ayuthaya by car, Toyota Coro I la. She's a career woman, who 
loves American culture. She has .many of the psychological and 
sociological characteristics of a for i :y::·}ear old American wife with two 
children. She wants to improve her career; she is ambitious for her 
daughters who she hopes will go on for their Ph. D.s; she complains that 
her husband doesn't care enough for making money and that he is too much 
of a homebody. He is quiet and loves to cook and play with the children. 
She wants to travel to the U.S.A. but thinks, for now, the cost is 
prohibitive.When I asked her about her involvement in feminism or the 
Thai women's movement she hardly understood me. Then she said that 
Thailand is like the U.S.A. There have been many positive changes in 
Tha i land for women. Especially, she emphasized that women could own) 
property in their own name--even if they were married. The first day we 
vis ited her house; in the pouring ra in; she served lJS take out Thai soup and 
to Id us she adores sweets. For dessert we had canned Rambatan fruit 
wrapped around pineapple in a syrup. It is a two story house; open; with 
many windows in the Thai sty Ie. In front, there is a I ong Iawn which I eads 
to the river. Amporn doesn't sw im. She's afraid of th.e water and has 
never gone on a boat-by herse If-around the town which is rea II y an is I and. 
Be ing with her is a strain because she talks a great dea l and doesn't listen 
very much. Partly, it's that her Eng Ii sh is not so great on the Ii sten i ng 
side of th ings; partly she is the sort of person who I ikes to be in control 
and tends toward a self absorption, border ing on narcissism. But the more 
time we spend with her, as she re!axes with us, she is becoming less 
bossy; more honest; maybe more p I ayf u I. 

Chomsurang Upathum High Schoo I Eng Ii sh Ti:acher Amporn Nuangri t 
20/6 Moo 4, U Thong Road 
T.Pratoochai 
Ayutthaya 13000 
Phone:035-241974 
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wonderful Wat). I wanted to go to this particular Wat because the 
guidebook described it as "It's a quiet old place tht was once a famous 
meditation wat, built in 1357 by King U Thong. The compound contains a 

·· very large chedi from which the wat takes its popular name (yai means 
big), and there is a community of mae clli1; or Buddhist nuns, residing 
here." 

I asked Amporn to act as interpretor f.or a conversation with mae clliis. 
We were directed to an elderly 1nal·ci/J dressed in the usual white robes, 
shaven head who was standing by an open door. The three of us sat dow on 
bridge chairs. I asked Amporn the questions and she relayed them to the 
woman whose name is Kaew 

Where were you born? 
In Cambodia, in Betepong. 

When did you come to this Wat? 
I came twenty years ago soon after I arrived from Cambodia. I was sick. 
when I came here and spent a I ong ti me in a Bangkok hosp ita I. My country 
was broken. I did not want to return there al though I had a husband in 
Cambodia. I had no chi I dren. 

Why did you become a Mae Chi? 
I was · sick for a long time. I was fifty two then and the doctor,. also a 
Cambodian in Bangkok told me I must have my back operated on--if I get 
an opera ti on I w i 11 have five years to I ive; if I don't get an operation, I 
have only three years to I ive. I decided against an operation. Instead I 
came here to Wat Yai and became a mae chi. I intended to stay as a mae 
chi for only two or three months. Now I am seventy two and have been a 
mae chi for twenty years. Living as a mae chi I have become healthy and 
my back s i ck.ness disappeared. It is meditation which has been the way to 
become hea I thy and happier because I have I earned not to worry about the 
"outside." 

Why do other women become mai chi? 
There are m~ny re_asons. Mainly because they are lonely and have no 
f am i Ii es or their husbands or chi Idren have become separated from them. 

Whi I ewe were talking a woman was sit ting on a motorcycle, a Honda Nova 
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R and she began to participate in the conversation. Her· name is Aron and 
-,Jhe works in the Wat as a secretary. She's thirty two years o Id and 

marri ed for nine years. She sa i d there were about sixty nuns at the Wat; 
between the ages 15-75. . Most of "them want to be nuns because they want 
to be "by themse Ives" that is, outside the family. But, there is a turn over. 
Nuns I eave quite of ten and genera I ly its because they find it hard to fit 
into the "pattern" of nun's society. She rode off on here motorcyc Ie. The 
oler nun had to leave; Amporn seemed restless. 

We wandered off to the portico with rows of seated Buddhas; the one I'd 
bee I ooki ng for a11 day. And the rec I i n i ng Buddha. I'd f ()Und the p I ace that 
had enchanted me since I first came t.o·.~ yuthaya in 1989 and vowed to 
return. I I earned something about the pI uhier i a tr ee which is grown on the 
grounds of the Wat. The w hite plumeri a i s ca ll ed DockLuntom-sad flower 
in Thai. Dock means flower. It is not grown in people's back yards since it 
is considered bad I uck. Un Ii ke at Candi dasa where it is used for the 
evening prayers every night. I must ask lbu. 

Also l noted two aphorism tacked on the trees as is customary in Thai 
Wats: "The wise tame themselves." 

"When you've s i I enced yourse If ! i ke a broken gong; 
You have reached Ni bbana." 

J 
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S~bbati ca l Journal: Tha i l an d Apr i i 26- May 2, !993 

Monday Apr i I 26 Bangkok 
Foundation For Children-interpretor , Torn, to Second Horne For Child Labor, 

_at Kemporn's off ice (Center For Concern For Child Labor) 433-6292 

Ken left for the River Kwai thls morning at eight thirty. At n1:ie, the 
Foreign Officer for the Foundation of Children, Thitipcng Geenupong, cal led 
Tom, arrived. He apologized for being a little !ate. He's had insomnia for 
about two years, he said. He I ooked s ie~py for a handsome twenty five 
year o Id man. He to Id rne his backgr6~nd: he comp I ete d the Uni v er sity and 
went to work in hotel management. Sut, he found the job of control I ing 
people his age or older very hard. They let him go. He found this job 
through the newspaper. He has to be able to speak, write and translate 
English. There is something in his eyes that is confused. 

We took a taxi (and everyone takes the new air con Taxi-Meter 
instead of tuk-tuk which are often more expensive and more smoggy) to 
the Foundation for Chi Id Development whose offices are near the bus 
station Hua I amp hong Rail way Station, the Northern Station, where peop I e 
from the North and North east arr i v e i n to 8 ang k o k. Where young 
prostitutes are recruited, where job agents seek out chi Id laborers, ·where 
Wor Id Vision has a spec i a I desk and the Department of Labor a I so has a job 
desk. After my interview with Kemporn, Tom and another soc i a I worker, a 
yo-ung man, who himself had once been a ch i Id laborer, walked around the 
station neighborhood. I was to see the job agencies, dark, dirty, hot Ii tt i e 
offices with benches lining the s i d_es where parents and ch L dren sat 
talking to "agents." We also went into the station--·where :<en and l had 
left only a few days ago to travel to Ayutthaya. More crowded on a Monday 
morning, people sleeping on the ground I :ke the homeless in Grand Central 
Station, New Yor!< City. The station has that kind of majes ti c he ight-as a 
structure modelled probably on a Pari"sian train station. The impoverished 
humanity, sitting, lying, crouch[ng, surrounded by bags of every shape and 
co!or, also had a nineteenth century touch. 

The Foundation For Chi id Deve, opment is a bu i Id i ng with a cooJrtyard 
where it seems peop I e I ive--there is a kitchen, and Iaundry and peoo le 
sitting at a table talking. Tom led me upstairs to the offices and 
introduced me to a woman of about thirty two, Kemporn Wirroonrapun, 
the "Manager" of the FCD for ten years. She understood some of my 
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Eng Ii sh; but for the most part Tom did the trans Iat i ng. She gave me 
background informati.on on the problems of chi Id labor in Thai land and 
mater i a Is f ram the organization and its program. 

Apout Kemporn herself: She is a graduate of the prestigious Thommasat 
University. Ten years ago. In potitic:al science. In coiiege she was a 
member of PEN. Her favorite wr:ter in col iege was Jit Pumisak, an 
i'nte 11 ectua I who had studied at Chui a I ongkorn University, had been er it i ca I 
of the government, became a member of t0e communist party, and was 
ki I led in the forest. She admired hirp f0:.r several reasons: that he wrote 
about the origins of the Thai language; "that he thought to deve Iop and 
improve society. "Unfortunately, he was against our government." His new 
ideas were against the old culture." But Kemporn was inspired by his 
dissent. She a I so be I onged to a Woman's CI ub in co 11 ege. I asked her how 
that had inf lu~nced her life or her thinking. At first, she said shyly, "it is 
not clear." Then, she warmed up to the subject an.d said that feminism had 
encourage.d her in a personal way to work for se I f-f uIf i 11 ment. When I 
asked her if feminism had given her any kind of perspective on the 
question of inequality between boys and girls she said: "... I feel sad for 
girls who work in the factories because most girls are sexually abused." 
Sne knows this fro~ speaking to the g ir Is but, in r.10s t cases, the g i r Is 
do not confide this kind of information. "This problem is the responsiblit_y 
of the father in Thai society. ln Thai society, when there is a chi !d labor 
issue, the father is not blamed but the mother. The Fathers always leave 
the mothers and the chi I dren to be a I one. They do not take respons i b Ii ty." 

How are chi i dren ref erred to the FCH? 
1. referral from other NGOs 
2. By parents, by themse Ives, by the pc i / ce 
Most of the children come from the Northeast 

What kind of work do they do? p I ast i c f I ewers, paper cups, ba 11 oons, 
candy, textile factory. alitomotive shops--at home tiiey did agricultural 
work! ike sugar cane cutting. 

Wh a t i s the s i tuat i on of g i r l ch i I d r en? 

The process of entering factory work for g ir, s and boys is the same. 
But most girls are needed to do domestic work and so there are more boysJ 
sent out to work in factories. The "Agents" will give more commission for 
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g i r Is because on the Iabor market they are considered more rare. 

Job p I acement agencies-are both Ii censed and i 11 ega I. in Thai I and, the Iaw 
al lows children over thirteen to -....vork. From 13-18 they can legal :y work. 
at certain k.i nds of j obs--i n the commerc i a I fie Id--se II i ng goods in shops. 
Between the ages of 15-18 they can legally work in factories but not at 
dangerous machines. 

The present government has passed laws regulating ch[ld labor. The 
last comprehensive laws were passed in :·~92. "Constantly lmproving the 
laws." 

VVhat about the enf crcement of the Ia-..N? 

The :aws are good but in practise they are impossible to enforce. 
The number of chi Id workers are high. Government officers and police are 
not interested in enforce07ent. They are not attentive to these problems 
except when the issl!e is visible on T.V.or in the newspaper. 

Does the Bangkok Post or the iVationcover the problem wel I enough? 
The presentations are good but the newspape:-s lack understanding of 

the prob I ems-in deta i I -their understand l ng is not ·:,Jmpl ete. **Sanphas it 
said that the press only exposes the sensational as~ects and does not go 
into more deep ana I ys is. 

What k i n d s of so l u t i on s are o f f er e d to the prob I em of ch i 1 d Iab or? 
-The rich say the solution is to take the ch1 ldren out of the factory 

- or prevent children from entering industry. But the dee~-er problem are: 
( a) poverty in the rura I areas 
(b) prob i em of education s i nee there are so few pub: l c high schoo Is and 
only a few chi Idren enter H.S. "Most parents do not think education is 
important and do not encourage their chi Idren to go to High Schoo:. Gi r is 
have less of a chance than boys." 
(see notebook for further notes) 

Interviewed a fourteen year old girl, Watchaia Nari (Nari means woman), 
fr•Jm the Northeast province of Yasothorn--worked in a dressmaking 
factory l n Bangkok. Story of going back and forth to provinces. Her p I ace 
of work raided by po Ii ce. Her case is under investigation by the 
C-epartment of Labor. Uor detai Is, see notes) 

.. 
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Tuesday Apri I 27 
The Foundation for Chi I dren-:--1 nterv iew with Samphas it ( see notes) 

Wednesday Apr i I 28 _ 
Morning 
Na iyana Yooprot, The Center For the Protection of Chi I dren's Rights is 
funded by the Be I g i an NGO Medici n sans frontiers and the Association 
Francois-Xavier Bagnoud. 

·~:·: '· :..+_• . . "'.'," 

Interview with Pai (not real name) a 19 year old girl from Yunnan, China 
(see notes) 

Afternoon 
Chu IaIongkorn University-
1nterv i ew Vitti t Muntarbhorn, Spec i a I reporter for the United Nati ans 
Commission on Human Rights--go i ng to Stuttgart with Sanphas it in early 
May, for consultation on children's rights. (see notes) 

,--) Thursday Apri I 29 
Morning: 
Conference on Chi Id Labor at Chu I a I ongkorn University, p I anned by Panudda 
Boompa I a, Child }·Vorkers ln ,L..sia. 
(see notes on Conference) 

Met and he Id conversations wi th--Kat i e Quan, ILGWU, San Francisco 
John V, Osolnick, Asian-American Free Labor Institute, AFI-CIO 
Dr. Walter Skrabanek, Terre Des Hammes 

Lunch with · -
Prof. Wimolsiri Jamnarnwej, Pres. of the Women Lawyers Association of 
Thailand and retired Pr~f. of Law, Chulalongkorn Unlversity. She is going 
to a UN meeting in \/ietilam on juvenije law 

lnterv1 ew with Dr. Amara Pongsap it, Vice President, Chui a: ongkorn 
University to discuss Women's studies and \,vork on the g i r I chi id. 
(see list of Women's Studies Programme Publications from the Social 
Research Institute. (in notes) 

Norma Fain Pratt 
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"l ·saturday 
May 1 lntervi.ew wit~ Lonnie Turnipseed, ECPAT USA 

Sunday 
_~~----:~ t,.fay 2 Interview with Pr aka i Nontawsee, ECPAT (see notes) 

l:::: :•=.:,..~•• 
. . ":' ~ 

J 
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Marag Mission 
(October 7-9, 1992) 
by Gerry Atkinson 

Ten bags of clothes, 20 cavans of rice, 
sacks of salt, beans, oil, noodles, sardines, and 
dried fish were loaded onto the bus in Tu­
guegarao, en route for Marag Valley. Thin faces 
peering out from Pamplona Church hall watched 
the arrival of supplies and mission participants 
from various non-government and church organi­
zations. Fifty-nine families, making a total of 220 
refugees left Marag Valley in August, and are 
temporarily living in the evacuation center. Since 
their homeland was declared a "no man's land" 
by the government in 1985 they have witnessed 
three major military offensives; family and 
f ds dying from bombs and bullets, houses and

I 
crops burnt, and disease and starvation ravaging 
the war-torn valley. The mission was organized to 
answer requests for food and medicines from 
remaining Marag_ residents and to help bring out 
pigs, bananas, and other produce to Pamplona. 

The following morning, relief goods, pots, pans, 
luggage, returning refugees, and mission panicipants 
were organized into four wooden boats and set off for 
Marag. Heavy rains started and continued for the 
next 6 hours, s'oaking everyone along the way. But 
even under gray skies, I.he natural beauty of Marag 
Valley is o_bvious. Passing through one swollen creek, 
a group. of ·swallows flew overhead. Father Raul 

I 

pointed to a grassy covered mountain which many folk 
tales are woven around and what people believe, is an 
enchanted paradise. It's easy to see why loggers and 
developers want to get their hands on Marag's re­
sources. Local people believe military operations first 
started in the valley to protect big business interests. 

After eating handfuls of guavas from overhang­
ing bushes, we finally arrived in Kalabigan. Mooring 
'•i- boat on a river bend, we walked along slippery 

·-----_.,Jiddy banks to an abandoned house, which was to be 
the mission base for the next three days. Apart from a 
broken bench and- old wooden chest, the place was 
deserted. Rice and beans were cooked over an open 
fire, plastic sheets and sleeping bags were spread out 
on the upper floor, although nightlime drips of rain 

Medical and relief supplies 

through the thatched roof meant sleeping was fitful. 

Breakfast with dawn rising gave the first real 
view of green fields and hills in Marag Valley. At 10 
o'clock, thin women and children in tattered clothes, 
started trick.ling to see the medical team. Men in straw 
hats, wearing palm tree leaves as waterproofing, 
brought gifts of bananas and fruits. Babies were 
weighed on hanging scales and their body measure­
ments taken to work out the extent of malnourishment. 
Sacha, a dutch volunteer with a nursing background, 
took down case histories and personal details, assisting 
Bong and Elizabeth, two doctors from Manila. · 

Rosa Emilio from CWERC documented women's 
situation in Marag and found that many women and 
their families have no pennanent places to live but are 
forced to move everytime a military operation hap­
pens, or they need food. Between January and October 
I 992, IO women gave birth in makeshift huts or while 
in hiding from soldiers. Jhona Battlong, 29, was forced 
to give birth to her fifth child in the mountains and 
three days later had to move on, crossing a river on 
the way, which caused swelling to her body. Cannen 
Gonzales, 48, has shrapnel wounds in her stomach, 
head and legs, from a military bombing operation last 
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Carmen Gonzales. She survived a military bombing operation in January 1992 but she 
is now suffering with pains, numbness in her body and headaches because of the 
shrapnel that penetrated her body. 

January. She was collecting cassava in the fields with 
her 16-year-old daughter, Levita, when a bomb ex­
ploded, killing her daughter and wounding her. She 
is suffering with pains, numbness in her body, and 
headaches as well as having recurring nightmares. 
' '\g:rimas Antonio, 25, is showing signs of psychotic 
_. navior which started in 1990 during the· military 
operation "Oplan Salidummay". She stares, smiles, and 
laughs inappropriately and is unable to cope with 
caring for her two small children. 

Other cases of human rights violations were re-
ported to the grqup. Romulo Trurripo, 25; Benjamen 
Pcdrona, 35; and Remedios Alejandro, 13; went to buy 
rice in Pamplona on March 13, and on their way back 
to Marag were fl red on by members of Lhe 41 st 1B. 
Rornulo and Benjamen were killed by bullets and 
Remedios drowned while she was trying to escape 
from a rifle grenade. On April 4, Oarita Maribong, 30; 
Aguinaldo Dagwat, 37; and Brando Lima, 29; were 
resting by the river bank at midday when they were 
sprayed with bullets and killed by the 50th IB. 
Kaklong Dagwat, 33, survived the massacre. Primo 
Agpoldo, 45, his wife Eriuila, 38, arid their 3-year-old 
child died in July in Kagandungan from starvation; 
they could not search for food because of military 
operations. 

As rain eased off, more people in need of medical 
heh-, arrived at the mission base. One young boy shyly 
s', ed dry scaly skin all over his body, and another 
had a badly cut hand that needed stitching. Military 
statements have been made saying no people or ani­
mals are living in Marag Valley. But families wilh 

their children and animals are still 
trying to survive in the valley. An 
afternoon walk around • Kalabigan 
showed sloping pineapple planta­
tions and ricefields ready for har­
vesting. People are saying they 
cannot harvest crops because when 
they are in the fields, they are shot 
or harassed by the military . 

At the community meeting and 
solidarity activity on the last night 
of the mission, the barangay captain 
talked about how the community 
was self-sufficient before the mili­
tary's arrival. Harvesting crops was 
no problem, and people didn't need 
any outside help. One man whose 
three sons died in different military 
operations said, he just wanted 

pea"Ce in the valley. Etang Trumpa, Martha Paligad, 
Erita Daridao, Lubigay Balongaya, and Louie Paligad 
said they wanted money for damages suffered during 
military operations, and for the military to leave the 
area. Others told of women and children who are still 
traumatized from their experiences. One woman suf­
fering from shock puts rice on to boil with no water in 
the pot, and leaves washing in a bowl for days, just 
forgetting about it. 

· 

A J,yEAn,old cllild ANd irs pARENTS 
diEd FnoM STARVATioN iN July iN 
l<AqANduNqAN. ThEy could NOT SEARCH 
Fon Food bEcAusE of MiliTAny opEnA, . 
TIONS. 

Discussions about whether the military deliber­
ately poisoned a fishpond was raised. Liloc Aguinaldo 
testified that he saw 2 empty bottles of Thiodan lnsec­
ticide by the river, tracks of military combat shoes next 
to them and floating dead fish. Two others confinned 
his story, that military men poisoned the communal 
fishpond in August People were nervous abou,t speak­
ing out, but all shared the same demand: they wanted 
Lhe military to leave them alone, and stop the burning 
of houses and killing of people. One woman said her 
brother was killed recently and his body burned by the 
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-military. Another resident said, "they 
~ant our gold and manganese and to 

log our forests, but our land is our life, 
and we're not leaving." The issue of 
logging was raised, trucks have re­
cently been seen, but people were too 
afraid to go nearer the site. The opera­
tion in Bukaw, Luna, Kalinga Apayao, 
now has a 16-km road with 21 switch 
roads leading into the forest. The log­
ging company had a legal permit to log 
120 hectares up until April 1992 but as 
their quota wasn't reached they got an 
extension until December, to log an ad­
ditional 5.326 cubic meters. 

A proposal of turning Marag Val­
ley into a tourist area was raised but 
the response was, "we don't want to be 
a showcase, we just want to be left 
alone to get on with our lives." 

The subject of resettlement was also discussed. 
Colonel Villanueva of the 503rd 1B told evacuees in 
Pamplona that they could resettle in Bukaw in the 
center of Marag Valley - with compensation being 
) ffered if families agree to move. A school has been 
built in the area but the military said they would have 
to live with the people in order to "protect" them from 
NPAs. The community 
responded by saying 
they don't want to leave 
their homes, and don't 
want military protec­
tion. Land, money, and 
tractors had been prom­
ised for deaths and 
losses during military 
operations but no one 
had received' any com­
pensation. The general 
feeling expressed by the 
people was the military 
often lie to them and 
are not to be trusted. 

Mission partici­
pants bought a pig for 
the last night celebra­
tion·s, as the farmer 

,_).ianted to sell it (during 
military operations, 
when the family had to 
flee, they carried the 

"' 

pig, fearing it would get stolen if left behind). After 
eating dinner there were sudden screams and shout­
ing. Doctor Bong rushed downstairs to find a man ap­
pearing to have had a fit. His eyes were wide open 
but no movement seemed to be registering. His wife 
and daughter were screaming hysterically. After his 
medical history was taken, it appeared to be some sort 

of Hypoglycemia or epileptic fit. His 
blood sugar level had dropped, 
maybe from lack of food. He was 
later put to sleep. Later discussions 
of the incident and the family's hys­
teria seemed to be explained by the 
fact that people in Marag are con­
stantly facing shocks and deaths, so 
any incident triggers a traumatic re­
sponse. 

After another rainy night, the 
boats were loaded again with sick 
refugees and supplies for the return 
trip to Pamplona Parish Church. Sol­
diers stopped and briefly examined 
the boats before letting them con­
tinue. 

What struck me most of all 
about the mission was how, despite 
all the fear, deaths, and terror that 
the people in Marag Valley have ex­
perienced, they remain strong in 
their determination to fight for their 
right to live on the lands of their an­
cestors., 
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RESEARCH B/Bt.l06RAPHY: 6irlht1t1d in Th~ Phi/ippint!s 

Th~ Str~~t Girls of Metro Manila: Vuln~ra/J/~ Victims of Today's Si/en, 
War4 Nat Iona I Counc 11 of Soc IaI Deve I opment, Foundation of the 

Phi I Ipp Ines, Inc., Mani la, Apr I I 1989, p. 33. 

Women and Children's Alternatlvt! Forum, Vol 1 Nos. 2-3, July 1990. This 
Is a book of proceedings on Issues affecting Fl I lplno chi lddren pub I I shed 
by Gabriela Commlssslon on Children and Faml ly. Included are •sexual 
Exploitation of Fl I lpino Children: P,dophl Ila and Incest (March 30, 1990); 
The Development of the Child's Sexuarlsty (April 26, 1990); Perspectives 
and Proposals on Chi Id Labor In the Phi II pp Ines (May 30, 1990) and From 
the Streets to the Center: What Future is In Store for the Street Children? 
(June 20, 1990). *PL (Pratt's Library) 

PrDceedin.9s of the National Con.9ress on the Rights of the Child held last 
November 3-5, 1989. Sponsored by Gabriela Commission on Children and 
FamI ly. Includes an article by Teresa de la Cruz on Children in Armed 
Conflict; on prostituted and sexually abused children and on child labor.* 
PL 

Strit Bul/itin, Special Edition Of The Pub I I cation of Streetchl ldren and 
Chi ldworkers Center (n.d., n.p.) Pl in March 13, 1993 In Quezon City. See 
especially Arlene Arb is photo and translated article with a poem. *PL 

Advocacy For Children's Rights Program, Form 1. Disseminated by above 
on February 27, I993.*PL 

Child WDrkers in the Philippines. A cartoon book by Jose Myrna Nene 
pub I I shed by _Chi Id Workers In Asia, Bangkok, Thal land, 1989.*PL 

Street Children and Child Workers' Creative Education and Support Center. 
lnformatlonal pamphlet. n.d. 

Women's Cr Is Is Center pamph I et. Man 11 a. *PL 

Rina Jimenez David, • Children, Pol ltics, and UNICEF, • Philippine Dail) 
Inquirer, March 13, I993.*PL in MSAC Sabbatical Log~ Spring 1993. Cal led 
*PLSB 
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J Combatt Ing the sa I e of ch 11 dren, chi Id prost Itut Ion and ch 11 d pornography. 
A UN Programme Action, 1992. Pamphlet at Sal lnlahl. *PLSB 

"Unique exhibit features photos by street children," The Phi llpplne Star 
(Mani la), March 15, 1993, p. 29. *PLSB 

•The children Michael so loves, • Mani la Bulletin, March 16, 1993 *PLSB 

"The plight of Fl I lplno fem I Iles today: ibid. *PLSB 

SELECTED SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS: PHILIPPINES 1990, UNICEF 

CHILDREN'S REHABILITATION CENTER. Pamphlet 

"Discussion Points For the Dialogue etween the Philippine NGOs end the 
UNICEF Executive Director, Mr. James Grant, March 3 1993 at the Phi I ipplne 
National Red Cross Auditorium, Boniface Drive, Mani la. From Sal lnlahl. 

Children of the Storm. Offlcien Publication of the Children's 
Rehab II I tat Ion Center. Volume 3, Nos. 2 and 3. April-June ~nd July-Sept. 
1992. 

The Filipino Children: 2000 and Beyond: Philippine Plan of Aclon for 
Children. Council for the Welfare of Children. January 31, 1992. 

Sal lnlahl. Brochure 

ECPAT: End Child Prostitution In Asian Tourism. Brochure 

•The US bases are gone from the Phi I lpplnes ...but countless Amercaslan 
children are their I lvlng legacy: Coalition For The Rights And Welfare of 
fillplno Amerasian Children of US MIiitary Personnel. Brochure. 

Leo M. Lazo, •cause-oriented cafe, ■ newspaper clipping, January 28, 1993 
In the Business World section. On streetchl ldren and the Sal inlahi 
Foundation. 

Legislator's Kit On the Children's Agenda, 1992. Prepared by Sallnlahi 
Foundation Inc. 
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Regional expert meeting on PROTECTING CHILDREN'S RIGHTS IN 
INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTIONS AND PREVENTING TRAFFICKING AND SALE OF 
CHILDREN. Manila Apr II 2-12, 1992. Organized by Defence for Children 
International In cooperation with the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development of the Government of the Republic of the Philippines. 
Recommendat Ions. *PL 

Joni Lumabl, •Terror In The Hands Of 'Protectors' (A Personal Account of 
the Hi Iongos Mercy 

Mlsslon)Women and Children lntern·a't Refugee Center, National Relief 
Coordinator. typescript. *PL 

Mel Ina Marie L. Badon, "Personal Report,• Vlsayas Outreach Team Relief 
Off lcer. The lgbaras Mission (July 27-30, 1992. Women and Children 
Internal Refugee Center, Manila. Typescript. *PL 

11 Playgroup Activity Conducted In Llebmanan, Camarlnes Sur (Sept. 2, 
1992) Women and Children Internal Refugee Center, Mani la. Typescript. 
*PL 

UNICEF. "FIRST CALL FOR CHILDREN: World Declaration and Plan Of Action 
From The World Summit For Children. Convention On The Rights Of The 
Child. August 1990 *PL 

Chi Id Labor In the C ordl I I era: A Primer. Prepared by the University of the 
Phi Ilppines College, Baguio, "Break.Ing Ground for Community Action on 
Chi Id Labor• UNICEF-Assisted Joint DOLE-DECS-UPS Project, n.d. C.W.E. R.C., 
Baguio C lty. Comicstrlp 

National Conference On The FIi iplno Chi Id: Children In Crisis. January 25, 
1986 at Cafeteria Hal I, St. Theresa's Col lege-D. Tuazon Quezon City. 
Pamplet 
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) Resource Materials from the Cordll ler1 Women's Education and 
Resource Centre, Baguio. 
(March 19, 1993) 

From Files: Children 

2-26-89 Philippint! Oally /nquirt!r Shay Cullen, 11 Chl Id prostitution ring 
catering to Gls bared. Olongapo City 

American naval intell lgence agents at the US facility I Subic have 
uncovered a chi Id prostitution syndl,cate which caters to US servicemen's 
need for perverted sex..••youth, from 1'1 to 14 years old, are being offered 
by an organized group to pedophl le servicemen. 

Fi le: Prostitution 

PRAKSIS, MARSO 87 Prostitution: Th~ Philippin~ Exp~ri~nc~ .Reprinted by 
the League of Fi I ipino Students)typescript 

"Prostitution in contemporary Phi I ippine society has taken on new 
forms. For as long as the economy remains heavl ly addicted to foreign 
capital, nothing is held sacred in the face of the mighty dollars: the 
compormise of a nations sovereignty to foreign creditors, speciJ_lcal ly the 
IMF-WB; the sel I-out of one's economy to foreiagn investors; the 
con:-mercial izatlon of one's culture to dollar-bearing tourists: 

On chi Id prostitution: 
"Chi Id prostitution was just recently due to the high pedophl I le 

demands from abroad. Chi Id prostitutes are children who render sexual 
services to anyone In exchange for financial or material reward. Most 
studies on chi Id prostitution report that their ages usually range from 7 
to 15 years old. In an article pub I I shed In DI I Iman Review It was even 
reported that f Ive year old chi Id prostitutes exist In Tondo. However, 
child prostitutes who enter the trade early are also deemed old and •used 
up• quite early. · 

Uni llc.e their adult counterparts, chi Id prostlutes are not in the 
business as a full-time •professlonal.11 For aside from this, they also sell 
cigarettes and other c ommoditles In the streets. ■ 

As for chi Id prostitutes, their customers are pedophiles. both locals 
and foreigners and of both sexes. A pedophile is someone who derives 
sexual gratification from children. Psychologists say pedophilia results 
from an inabl I lty to relate sexually to other adults. It Is a form of sexual 
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immaturity with violent overtones. Although pedophiles cl lam that they 
do not harm_the children, there have been a lot of cases where chi Id after 
being abused by pedophl les suffered from serious external phuslcal 
damage such as swollen sexual organs and heavy bleeding of the rectum.• 

•In chi Id 
prostititlon the most common mode of operation Is th pickup system. The 
encounter starts with the chi Id prostitute approaching the tourist in the 
streets and asking him If he wants company orwlth the tourist asking the 
chi Id directly or through a pimp, If he/she can keep him company for the 
night. A more discreet method involve.s·the child prostitute initially 
sizing up the potential client using eye contact. A wink or stare follows. 
A response from the client using the same gesture Indicates a concluded 
negotiation (fees are discussed later during the services). They then 
proceed to a hotel or motel, depending on what the client can afford. 
Short-time service Is rendered by the child In one or two hours so the 
chi Id Is out In the streets again to hook the next customer. In one night, 
chi Id prostitutes serves on an average of three to four cl lents, but It can 
also be as few as three clients a week. If the cl lent opts for an al I-night 
service, thechl Id commands a higher fee.• 

3. Chi Id Prostitution (from Draft: Paper on Prostitution) typescript 
The problem of chi Id prostitution Is I lkewlse growing because 

tourists, particularly the pedephl les, have singled out the Phi llppines as 
asource of cheap, young prostitutes. Investigations by concerned civic 
groups have identif led seven provinces where chi Id prostitution operates: 
Metro Mani la, La Union, M1ndoro, Bl col, Bacolod, Laguna and Zambales. Al I 
of these provinces have a concentration of tourists because of their 
location (In the case of Metro Manila), a US military base (for Zambeles) 
and their scenic spots (for the other provinces). 

It Is however, In metro Manila where the practice Is most 
widespread wlth'Pagsanjan, Laguna, a close second. 

Thus the Agence France Press release In the Sept. 13, 1981 Issue of 
the Times Journal stated. •Haves export sex problems to have nots.• Like 
female prostitution, chi Id prosltltlon Is a product of western capital 1st 
decadence their sexual problems and perversion are passed on their 
colonies, semlcolonles and underdeveloped or stl II developing countries. 

With everything reduced to consumption patterns, western 
consumers soon turn to new products, new tastes and new exper Iences. 

,~ Based on demands. The cap it Ist then supp 11 es the needed commodity with 
an eye amusing profits (in line with the economic principles ofsupply and 
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demand). Thusm tthey turn to children because being young and helpless, 
they are easily maneuvered as sex opbjects. 

Children usually Asian or African are patronized because of the 
exotic connotation of mul I-colored copulation, the physical differences 
from other races which supposedly I lghten their gul It because there Is not 
come from unwanted pregnancies. (sic).... 

Child prostltlon Is a profitable business due to the high rates for 
services rendered. Studies show that the children ear P. SOOP3OO per 
client for two-three hour work.•.:BlowJobs• or other forms of 
masturbation command the highest fee.•~• For acts where the client plays an 
active role, as In anal sex, the pay is ·Iess. 

First timers or virgins earn more with the rates reaching as high as 
P 3000 per customer, sadistic sex acts, command up to P 2000 whl le a 
nude photo session usually a homosexual show, up to P 20. However, child 
prostitutes in areas where local low income gays are the regular patrons 
receive only up to P 10 for services. Earning of ch. p. also include gifts 
I ike jewelry, clothes and shoes, support for education and household 
needs, treat to movies and snacks or even vacations. Pedophl les in 
Pagsanjan, Laguna are reported to be classif led into categories based on 

) how they pay for services procured. In the top strata are markedly 
affluent individuals. The procure constant supply of children by keeping 
entire families. This is done by providing the family with a new house, 
appl lances, furnitures and a source of Income. The faml ly then becomes 
totally dependent to what? on the pedophl le, economically secure but 
unable to raise any moral objections. 

The second class are the less affluent patrons who, although canot 
afford tobuy the faml ly a new house. But they provldethe Fam I ly with a 
surce of livelihood such as a taxi or small business; thereby making the 
faml ly equally dependent on them. 

The third class of p. does not seek any long-term I Ink. with his 
victims but slmp•ly •pays as he plays• casual encounter for an average of P 
20 to P 200 per night through the many pimps who operate I town. There 
best known hang-outs are the tourist hotels that are meant to cater to 
visitors to the famous Pagsanjan al Is; the most notorious of which is the 
Pagsanjan Lodge. 

The earning of these chi Id prostitutes usually go to their faml ly. For 
those working with sex gangs or rings and have a pimp outside of the 
family, 5O" '0f the Income goes to the pimp: 
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; Interview with Ros ■ Emi llo, Cordi lier ■ Women's Education and 

Resource Center, Human Rights st ■f f person ( March 19, 1993). 

From Kai Inga Apayao and parents are from the mountain province. Her 

tribe is Kankana-ay. She is twenty s Ix. 

Education f In I shed SSC-commerce from In Baguio. This Is her first job. 

Was referred from a friend. Par.tlcl,.pated In some activities of the 
. • ,-

women's movement--in student organizations. 

Cordi I lera--lnternal refugees--5 provinces in the C.- Emra, Benguet, 

Kai inga-Apayao, Mountain Province and lfugao. All have refugees but 

Ka Iinga-Apayao has more than the others. 

There are two kinds in the C. ( 1) ~he mobile, they continue to move, stay 

with family, friends, in the mountains, wherever they can (2) settled-go 

to one place for a time but then they also move. 

Most of the internal ref. are victims of mi II ltarization. For example, in 

Connet, in Paco Valley and Marag valley, people displaced due to 

mi I itarization. Choose to stay in their place even though their houses 

were burned and they were hounded by the mi I itary. They moved around in 

the area. Visited Paco Valley in Sept. 1992, only 98 individuals, 21 

families have remained when there had once been thousands of people 

before. The others went to municipalities to relatives. Settled people. 

They move from relatives to relataves. 

Same with the Marag people. Last Aug. 5 1992, Marag valley people 

evacuated to Pamplona, four hours by motor boats-the only means to enter 

intothe valley (Marag Valley has been ml I ltarized since early 1980s and 

the population made traps, holes, in the ground to prevent the mi I itary 
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from marching through their land-sharpened bamboo) In 1990 the ml lltary 

intensified their operation through air and ground attacks against the 

people and during that time 100 children died because of measles 

epidemic. In the Second Mercy Mission organized last October 1990 to 

enter into the valley In response to this problem bu t the mi lltary says 

there are no civi I ians in the valley and it is a no man's land. But the 

Mission insisted. ~ntered last <;>ct..". 1990 and they documented that 
. ,-,-

hundreds of children died of this epidemic. Since then the operations 

never stopped up to the present. 

Last time Rosa was there was In October 1992, Relief and Medical Mission. 

There are people, civilians, most women and children. Most children are 

suffering from first and second degree malnourishment, scaling; no more 

formal education. Six hundred plus people met her from the Mission. One 

) hundred plus people are in the evacuation center at Pamplona (part of K. 

valley) 

1992, 19 January--First evacuation -Mass arrests in Marag Valley brought 

them to evacuation center in Banjan Sanchez Mira in Kagayan which border 

Marag Valley- contained the people In evacuation camp I. 87 people 

arrested. Previously they had shot people in their area now they were 

taking them out., 

Missions were perm i ted Into the evacuat I on center but not into the va 11 ey 

Feb. 8: At the evacuation center when a new group of refugees arrived 

with fully armed mi I itary. Eye witness. Rosa with co-participants in the 

Mission. 70 plus individuals. Mainly women and children. 
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August 5 About? Voluntary evacuee from Marag Valley came to P. to prove 

to the ml I ltary that their are civilians In the Valley. 

Contact between relief workers (is a sanctuary for relief workers and It 

be I ongs to the Pamp I on Parrish Church, a Catho I ic church, the pr Iest is In 

charge) and the internal refugees--messages were sent; they were not 

al lowed; asking for help, saying their situation. 
. " ,-

Marag issues are wel I projected In the media. Negoclatlons with the 

mi I itary and they offered a place In Marag Valley for internal refugees to 

settle; but was rejected by the internal refugees; because the military Is 

staying with them and they just offer special place; CAFGU (Civi I ian 

Armed Forces, Geograph i ca I Unit) 

Kai inga -Apayao Province-in Coner, a muncipal ity or town are three 

vi I I ages or /Jarangay people were displaced. The mi I itary intenslf led in 

1991 --houses were burned from November 1991 to January I992 by the 

mi I itary. People were forced to evacuate. Two types of refugees-mobile 

and sett Ied. 

Last Apri I 1992 a mission was conducted to the several places to 

which they had evacuated. In Karikiten, Buluan, Catabogen, Coner ( except 

Katabugan, (Is a ,village of Plnukpuk). Also went · into sites of the burned 

houses and documented the burnt houses. There are pictures. Especially in 

Tapa district in Daga vi I I age in Coner municipality -the whole houses 

were burned In Nov. 1991. But some of the people were evacuated along the 

road, and some evacuated on the side of the mountains, mountainside 

people were able to reach Tawang Balbalan, another muncipal ity of Kalinga 

(south of their village). Up to the present the people are still there. 
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Internal refugees have been moving from one village to the next; 

sometimes returning to their own vi I I age and leaving off and on. 

If they return to their old home, the mi I itary wi II question them, harrass 

them and the people move again. The C. people are attached to their land, 

their land is their life. Most C. are living a hand to mouth .existance so 

there are no means. 

Why has the govt mi I itarized this particular area? Area are rich with 

natural resources and covered with forests, minerals (gold etc.) and In 

some areas because they want to construct dams. 

Who owns the land? The land is not held in deed. Areas are held in 

common. NWe consider this land, this I ife, is owned by the Cordi I lerans.• 

The gvt. says--passed a bi 11 705-that a I I the s I opes, 18 degrees and above 

are owned by the state. C. is a mountainous area. 

The al legation of the State of radical ism because they cannot come _to C. 

to put up their own projects ( I ike Chico dam--but the people resisted 

because their houses and other places wi II be submerged; in 

Agra, the big business wants to cut trees but he people are resistent) 

Cord. not al I are Christians, own culture, indigenous peoples. 

Impact on the I ives of girls and their family. 

(1) young children are being raped by the military-especially girls are 

being sexually harrassed. Two cases of gang rape and the others is rape of 

individuals by mi I itary. 

(2) disruption from school. 
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·--, (3) straff Ing, bombings, other physical assualt causing psychologi cal 

traumas--chl ldren's story: being chased; hospitalized needing blood; 

attitudes Includes fear of questioning, wanting to be alone. Children just 

urinate without thinking, who cry. 

(4) Some children died of fright. 

What do you hope? Best scenerio. ~f ttlere were no longer State violence; 

people should not be oppressed; equal treatment -for poor, indigenous 

Presently the work for them: (1) teach them their rights through advocacy 

so the people can participate in the social transformation-we must 

include the people in the rural areas-to consolidate. We know the people 

in the vi I I ages, have not exposure to the media, they work from sundown 

to sundown and have not ideas of what is happening or why. In some areas 

) they don't knowwhy this is happening to them. The need to educate them 

about these things. 

. Most of the Elected leaders In the municipalities do not talk 

forthepeole. the mayor of Pinokpok is· a member of a parami I ltary 

organization and against the people's organizations. We cannot avoid the 

fact ~hat the NPA has some Inf I uence. But we have the right to o~r beIief 

andneed not be Iabe Ied •subversive.• 

Government troops-three infantry brigades composed of 20,000 

including PMP-P hi I ippine National Pol ice; Special Field Force (Cordi I I era 

Regional Field Force. These people are organizing the paraml I itary groups 

CAFGU and then there is the Cordi I I era People's Libertion Army, organized 

· by Balwej (the renegade leader • formerly of the NPA) and have been 

patronized by the mi I itary. 

125 



· FIL!PINO AMERASIAN CHILDREN OF UNITED STATES 
MILITARY PERSONNEL 

·Basic Facts 

Who .s.r.g the Amerasian Chi 1dren·? · 

For nearly 50 years, the largest.US military bases out~ide US 
territory. were.to be found _- in - the ~hilippines . . The eruption o~ 
Mt. · P~nc\tl,.1bo led to the closing o'f Clad,: Air Bc\se in 1991. Th~-c­
~~Jection by the Philippine Senate in September 1991 o~ a new 
Bases Treaty led to the -~16sure ~f Subic Naval Base in November 
1992. 

'•· . 

Countless children were born of the contact between US s~rvicem~n 
::1.nd the women of the local comm(mities. The servicem!'m "iere fn:irn 
•·_!1r:i bases~ those in transit and the countless othet·,;:; 
p.,,·ticularly during the Vietnam and Gulf wars - who .had r:;: and r-: 
shot·e leaves. 

These children sired and then abandoned by US military personn~l 
are the Amerasic\n children., Inc\ mc\jority of cc\ses they are 
being raised by their mothe~sJ in other~, extended family members 
are the .care~~ivers. 

Under whart conditions~ the_. Amerasian children· living? 

These ~re childre~ livin~ und~r conditions of ext~eme poverty 
whi~h result in poor houstng coMditions, · inadequ,te nutrition~ 
interrupted • sc:-hool i ng and ·laek of medical care. As chi 1 dnm o-r­
sexually exploit•d and . marginalized Filipina mothers~ the 
childt·en themselves · bear· discrimination and the risk o ·F 
e}:ploit'a:tion. · 

Why ll th• is!n.1e .coming yp_ now? . . 

With .the closin~ of -the ba~~g, .the women have lost even th8 
mec\tjer livelihood that wor,ing in' th~ bars provi~~d. 

· The Philippi'rie ·government's economic: plans for canvc.:!rsion 1:J-f t-_tic, 
former bases include the possible creation cf comm~r~ial ~nd 
industrial complexes. Nowhere has provision been made fot" the 
t. raining of women, theh· emp loymerit or their part ic i p ;i_t i r:m in 
ec:onomic development. The 11 entert".ainment" ·business 1,1~s the m.=.>in 
economic c\clivity o-f Olongapd wh{ch generated ~nough annual 
iric:ome ' for Olongapo to gaiM city status in 1966. The women's 
contribution to the economic: li-fe of the city was considerabl~ 1 

yet these very women are being totally overlooked end not being 
offered the alternative liv~l~hood that they desperately need. 
Worse, the 11 60 tourism -first" policy of the city govet·nment 
exposes women to continued sexual exploitation. 

With- no current sources of in~ome and no employment pro~pects 1 

thij ··~oth~~s are extieme1~ tciri~~rn~d about the situatiori of their 
Chi l 'dren. . 
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1.§. US citizenship_ for Amerasian children the answer ? 

There are moves to press for an amendment to include t~e 
Philippines in .the 1982 US law granting immigrant status and fhen 
ciE(±enship - ~o Amerasian child~en from South Kqrea, Vietnam~ 

· Laos, Cambodia and Thailand. 
. . 

The mothers o~ Amerasian children feel . that the citizenshfp 
· option sho~ld be open to their · children~ · particularly when they 

reach young adulthood. But ·for now, - ~he toncerned population 
feels that: 

1. As only .f~w children h,v~ ~ document~ry evidenc<: o-f us 
pate~hity, t~e majority would ·~ot qualify for citizenship and 
would co~tinue to.be raised in the Philippines. 

2. For the few mothers who were able to obtain the required 
documents~ their low educ~tionat level~ iack of marketable ~kills 
and lack o~ ~amily or community support network in the US would 
ma~~ integra~ion into th~ US ~xtremely difficult. 

3. In many cases, the mothers have other. children by Filipino 
h 1_\3bands or partners. The mothttrw are apprehensive about le:c1.vi ng 
behind Filipino children or of the.diffic~lties o~ t~ying t~ 
·raia@ e lat"'iJl!t" fandly in the - U_S; 

) What 1§ th~ class action guit? 

In November 19~2, a San Fran~i~co law ~irm, Cotchett, Illston 
Pitre~ approached Philippine organizations to propose filing a 
class ~ction suit in behalf o~filipino Amerasian children. 

Th~ •uit seek$ · to. obt~1ri .. medical aMd educational . ·benefits 
a~e~~ging $8000 · ~-r child•until 18 y~ar~ o~ age, b~ged · on th~ 
i mp lied · _co~tr~ct b•~~een ' th~ US Navy ~nd the.wci~en of blongapc: 
while the ; US N~vy promot~d- ~nd r~gUlated the availability cF 
~~i.iLt•l •ervic:es for US servicemen, ·particularly during ~'. and F'. 
shor-s leaves~ but also . for base~ p~rsonnel, and s~rvic~m~n ln 
t~~n•it~ it p~ovided the women with· health and information 
services~ settirig up the Social Hygiene. Clinic, for ex~mpl~. Th~ 
..,,_\l~ Beeks to ,e>itl!nd those bene~its to the children bor-n of the 
~e.:ual contact between the two population11. 

lLJh~t do the ch il dr e ~ fil1Q their mothers need? 

Medical and educational fu~ds are needed and will be welcome. 
However, t~e extreme poverty of this population makes limiting 
as9istance for the children to these two components very 
in~l;i!i;!q\,,1ij°tf;:!ii Jt' ... m@y m~~n. f-or@IM t.mr:,1et, t.ryin; ti::i i?Fl§lH'~ H;~ 

. childr~h's edu~ation while their ·· nutiition~l ne~ds continue to be 
unprovided for • 

. The children'9 basic needs include, food, clothing, sheltet·~ 
schooling~ medical care, recr~ation, and such special needs ::"=. 
counselling and day-c:are~ wher~-need~d. 
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.!.a US c:itizenship_ for Amerasian children the answer? 

There are moves to press for an _amendment to include the 
Philippine~ . in _the 1982 US law granting immigrant st~tus and fhen 
cil{±enship • ·to · · Amerasian child~en from South Korea, Vi~tn~m~. .. -
Laos, Cambodia and Thailand. · 

The mothers of Amerasian children feel - that the citiz~nshfp 
· option sho~ld be open to their . children, ·particularly when they 

reach young adulthood. But 'for now,. ~he tonc:erned population 
-feels that: 

1. As only .f~w children ha~~~ document~r~ evidence o-f us 
pate~hity, the majority would -~bt qualify for citizenship and 
would co~tinu~ to.be raised in th~ Philippines. 

2. For the few mothers who were able to obtain the required 
documentsj their low educ~tional level~ 1·ack of marketable ~kills 
~nd lack of ~amily or community support n~twork in the US would 
ma~~ integration into th~ US extremely difficult. . . . . . 
3. · In many cases, the mothers have other. children by Filipino 
husbands or partners. The motherg are apprehensive about leaving 
behind Filipino children -or . of the.difficGlties o~ trying t~ 
·ra.ie@ ., lari;ier· f.1mily in the u_s. 

) What .!.a the class action sLtit? 

In . November 19~2~ a San ~ranci~co law firm, Cotchett, Illston 
Pitre, approac:hed Philippine organizations to propose filing a 
class ~c:tion suit in behalf o~filipino Amerasian children. 

Th~ .•uit seeks :- to. obt~iri .. medical aMd educational .·benefits 
a·ve.r·aging $8000 per child L1ntil· is years of age, be.ned ·. or1 thlllfl0 

i mp lied· _co~tr~c:t bet~een ' th~ US Navy ~nd the 
0 

wci~en :of 61ongapa: 
while the• US N~vy ~romot~d· ~nd r~g~lated the ~v~ilability of 
~~!-t~t•l 11ervites for US servicemen, ·particularly during f.: and P 
shor~s leaves~ . bLtt also. for base~ p~rsonnel, and servic~m~n iM 
t~~n•it, it provided the women with· health and information 
services~ settirig up the Soc:ial Hygiene. Clinic, ~or eH~mpl~. Th~ 
~1l~ B~eks to ,ext~nd those benefits to the children born of the 
'::'e .:ual contact between the two population!!S. 

Wh~t do the children and their mothers need? 

Madic:al ~nd educational fu~ds ~re needed and will be welcome. 
However, the extreme poverty of this population makes limiting 
as!!Sistanc:e for the child~en to these two components very 
in~d~q\:iet'-"ii Jt . ·mey m@~n~ f-ar "li(imp1•~ t.rytn; ti:;, ~r1§w·~ H;~ 

.. :·-~·-·: •. childr~n•c.;; .education while their nutritional needs continue · to be 
unp~ov(ded for. · 

. The children~~ basic: needs include, foqd~ clothing~ shelter, 
schooling, medical c:are~ recr~ation, and such special needs c:1s 
c: □ unsell1hg and day-care~ wher~-need~d. 

.? 
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The mothers ther@fora ask for - child support package that would 
answer the -children'~ basic need• and ask -for efforts to be m~de 
towards US legislation in this direction. 

The US government," as the employers ·of the children's fathet·s in 
the Philippine9 on 6fficial duty~ has the moral respqnsibility to 
ensure the rights and welfare of these children. 

. . 
Whc1t ~ -

. 

support groL1ps ·doing? 

Whil!! eupportin; . the class ~ction suit· particularly far its 
public in-format ion and pol i t:'1c:::·ii · pressure . potent i a 1, !!lt.ippcwt. 

· gro1..1ps •r~ ~re••ing for US l~gislators to initiate~ support er 
pt·omote legislative action that ~ill provide child sµpport ror 
Fi 1 ip i no Amerasian children. · 

San Ft·ancisco ... 
March 1993 

; 

Coe1.lition for• the Rights and ' W~lfare of · 
r-ilipino Amerasian Childr~n of US Military Personnel 

·. . 
• • • I·. . . 

•· 
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.t:; a) Sfk, .,;:1d and Enlightened Parenting Educa­ These organl~ation~ c·o1, ,,i e the Management Com­
tion and Democratic Family Relations Bulld­ mittee. · Nella Sancho. · tormer secretory-general of Towards an Alternc. ) e Health

l , p \1 • 

f{-'..1: 
lng , GABRIELA-Natlonal1 Initiated the ·project and Is con- Care and Support System for;~: ;' b) Case Documentation. Monitoring and j venor., ct ~~l ~~f~~ment •!,com,mlttee . along with 

~ r.i ; Counsen:ng on Dom~stic/Sexual Violence •· FESFIN's ex8~~df.:airedor.'.~Eoch organlioHon hos Its .Women and Childreni1t , , 
'i' Problems 'J.~owr:i con~lb~bn 't? t~~-lfPplem.~nf?.tl_on an~ develop­

i•~ c) Education on the Rights ot Women andr ~ ?~ . ~e?! o~_mep r?gr~~~~i ,,-'· :;,{~·=...-.: . :,,.. . - Chlldren ... . ~ ·' •h'i." : i~ :~ · ·I.~ .• ,,Jt;f~~, .\ •, ~-~·j..\• '-• . l •' I·,: 
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Thailand 

Children Suggest Ways to End Child Prostitution 

On theoccasipn of the Thai Children's Rights 
Day, November 20, 1992, The Task Force to 
End Child Sexploitation in Thailand (fECST) 
organised a seminar on Children 's Rights and 
Child Sexual Exploitation. The seminar was 
attended by_ 150 students from Bangkok and 
other provinces. The children shared ideas and 
opinions and came with petitions to be presented 
to the Thai government. After the sharing 
session, they met Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai 
at the Prime Minister's Office in order to present 
their petitions. 

The seminar started off with a folk band and 
a people's theater group, then was followed by 
a panel discussion on the theme of ''What are 
Children's Rights" by two social development 
workers, a TV moderator on children's docu­
mentary films and a policeman. Then the chil­
dren had their own discussion on how to protect 
themselves from sexploitation. They also shared 
their attitudes toward society nowadays. 

Conclusions of the seminar were as follows. 
The children should protect themselves by not 
believing the words of any strangers and not 
travelling alone. In the event of their parents' 
negotiations in the sale of their children, the 
children should do their best to escape from such 
violations on their rights. 

The children appealed to the government to 
look at education for rural children by providing 
them with a free 6 year education system. Job 
opportunities and job alternatives for children 
should also be provided. 

The government should close down any 
seductive entertainment centers, introduce leg-

The children appealed to the 
government to look at educa­
tion for rural children by pro­
viding them with a free 6 year 
education system. Job oppor­
tunities and job altemativesfor 
children should also be pro­
vided. 

islation to protect children's rights and punish 
severly those who produce or sell sex media. 
The children, besides that, called on the adult 
world to minimize the tefI!porary sexual desire 
so that the number ofprostitute_s may be brought 
under control. Police, they said, should also 
shoulder more responsibility and concerned 
agencies should provide more public parks for 
the people's healthy recreation. 

Mam, a 14 year old girl, almost became a 
victim in the sex trade. She ran away from an 
unhappy situation of drunkard and quarreling 
parents and, when she first arrived in Bangkok, 

· worked as a helper in a food market. After that, 
Mam went o·n to other jobs, until she found 
herself in Patpong, a red-hght district in Bangkok, 
where she was offered work in a discotheque. 
''The person told me that if I took off my blouse, 
I'd get 4,500 baht (25 baht = $US1) and if I 
took off all clothes, I'd get 5,000 baht. But I 
immediately knew that it was not good for sure, 
so I said no.·• Mam was no longer tempted by 
such offers after she met a street educator from 
the Foundation for the Better Life ofChildren in 
Patpong. 
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In tern a tional 

Report on Sale and Trafficking of -Children 

The sale of children, child prostitution and 
child pornography as worldwide problems were 
highlighted recently at the United Nations Hu­
man Rights Commission · in Geneva. Resulting 
from this, a report, ''Rights of the Child : Sale 
ofChildren'' has been compiled by Assoc. Prof. 
Vitit Muntarbhorn of Chularlongko.rn 
University's Law Faculty, Bangkok. · · · 

The report underlines the growing concern 
surrounding the increasing transnationalisation 
ofabuse and exploitation of children: th.e sale of 
children from one country to another for pros­
titution, pornography and adoption, in many 
cases involving abduction. Also highlighted is 
the impact of technology, partictilarly the com­
mercialization of surrogacy and in vitro- fertili­
zation, and the potential use ofchildren's organs 
and tissues. The advent of computer communi­
cations also invites child abuse in pornography 
and prostitution through various sexual services 
offered via the computerized system. 

Meanwhile there are growing fears of chil­
dren being used in warfare, whether as soldiers 
or porters and the victimization of children in 
many ethnic conflicts worldwide. Criminal el­
ements, both small and large scale networks 
worldwide, were also found exploiting children 
and some have been made to commit crimes on 
behalf of adults. 

Law enforcement ·to protect children from 
harm remains weak in many parts of the world 
and there is a lack of coordination between 
federal and state authorities. The situation is 
worse for girl children because of sexual dis­
crimination, sexual stereotype: and traditional 
taboos. These girls are being sold and sexually 

exploited. The report states that Eastern Europe 
has emerged as a new region where children's 
rights are being violated in areas such as inter­
country adoption and child prostitution. 

Newly industrialized countries in East Asia, 
meanwhile, are witnessing the phenomenon of 
rural children involved in the urban 'pull fac­
tor'. Many countries in Southeast Asia are 
witnessing the increasing numbers of child 
labourers and children in prostitution and an 
alarming growth of AIDS in the region. 
Paedophiles from a variety of developed coun­
tries are creating havoc among children in some 
of these developing countries. 

The report calls for : 

- More protection, based upon improved 
implementation of laws and policies; in­
centives for good law enforcement per­
sonnel and penalization of corrupt offi­
cials; incrimination of customers of child 
prostitutes and possessors of child por­
nography; increased geographical scope 
of nationals where the latter abuse chil­
dren in other countries as a kind of ''ex-

J 7Child Workers in Asia 

131 

https://Chularlongko.rn


-

Thailand 

traterritorialjurisdiction' ', more commu­
nity and neighborhood watch programmes 
to protect children; and more bilateral and 
other information exchange and extradi­
tion of criminals. 

- Improved rehabilitation, particularly to 
providecommunity services to help abused 
children return to the family and the 
community, and measures against dis­
crimination such as di scri mi nati_on against 
those with HIV or AIDS. . ,·_/ 

More specifically, on the question of 
intercountry adoption, the report advo­
cates the need for development assistance 
to be given to biological parents so they 
can retain their children instead of giving 

them up because of poverty. 

With regard to children in prostitution, the 
report calls for the following : 

- Sex tourism should be discouraged and the 
service sector, including tourist agencies, 
should act more responsibly on this issue. 
''The World Tourist Organization's role 
has yet to be maximized in this regard; it 
should promote a code of ethics among 
tour agencies to prevent child exploita­
tion''. To curb the transnational traffick­
ing of children 'bilateral and other forms 
of cross-frontier co-operation, with the 
help of INTERPOL, aredesirablein order 
to apprehend the culprits'. 

An interview with Sanpasit Khum.prapan 
Mr Sanpasit 

Khumprapan has 
been involved with 
child labour issues, 
in his role as an 
NGO staff mem­
ber, for at least a 
decade. CWA felt 
that his opinions 
and observations 
concerning the 
child labour issue 
in Thailand were of 
some considerable 
value and therefore 
we share these with 
others in the CWA 

....--.=.::.:&.-------~ network. 

· What is your current involvement in the 
area of children development? 

Aside from bti11g a full time staff member 
ofFoundation for Children, I am also a member 

of the National Committee on Children. I am 
responsible for one of its main tasks, to make a 
comparative study on Thai legislation and the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. This 
is now underway. 

How would you compare the current 
situation of child labour to that ofa few years 
ago?-

It is not possible to answer that question 
because it cannot clearly be seen whether it has 
become more severe or not, due to a few 
obstacles preventing such an observation. For 
instance, labour inspectors can enter factories 
only during working hours according to Civil 
law. It is well known that the factories employ­
ing child labour, work beyond normal hours and 
the difficulty is that labour inspectors require a 
special warrant to enter factories during those 
hours, according to Criminal Law. Thus, labour 
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inspectors are unwilling to seek warrants, for a 
number of reasons but particularly in the case of 
tricky and influential employers ofchild labour. 
The situation of child labour today, therefore, 
could be more accurately assessed if labour 
inspectors were given full authority to investi­
gate factories suspected of employing child 
labour at any time of the day or night. 

Further difficulties exist, however, when 
· we look at the location and surroundings of these 
factories. Usually, they are illegal and the cJoprs 
are locked to outsiders. Access can only be 
gained from the front or the rear since they are 
located in rows of adjoining shop-houses, often 
three or four storeys high. There were a number 
of recent successful factory raids which in­
volved police officers scaling the outside of the 
building to some upper floor, in order to find the 
children. If we are to overcome these difficul­
ties, the law should be amended to control 
registration of factories and thus police would be 
aware of locations and take the neccessary 
action. 

No one can quote accurate figures of 
working children in this country, nor is it 
possible to find out where many of these chil­
dren are working. Job placement agencies send 
the children out to factories but they do not 
report to the Labour Department where the 
children have been placed. In many cases, even 
the parents do not know anything about the 
location of their children in the city. How then, 
would it be possible to assess the current situa­
tion of child labour in Thailand? 

How should the Labour law, relating to 
the employment of children, be reformed? 

We have to look at the whole situation. 
Child labour can be broadly divided in 3 catego­
ries. The first group consists of those who are 
exploited and abused, as we found in the case of 

the paper cup factory raid last year. (See CW A 
vol. 7 no. 4 ). The second group consists of those 
who exist in bad working conditions; long 
working hours, very low wages, no welfare 
provided, etc. These children, though they are 
not forced to stay, need to go on working. They 
have no alternative. The third group consists of 
those who have better working conditions than 
the first two groups. They work 8 hours a day 
with public holidays stated by law. 

The solution to the problem, concerning 
the first category, is direct action. Legislation 
should be enacted in order that factories may be 
investigated or raided. In the process ofcarrying 
out factory raids we can also draw support and 
create public awareness, because this kind of 
problem is very alarming and sensational. In this 
way, we encourage citizens to report any suspi­
cions of child labour abuse in the local 
neighbourhood. There is a possibility we may 
solve this problem in the medium long term. 

Regarding the second category, solutions 
are not so easily found. Society in general does 
not see it as a problem and the weak point in the 
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Labour Law is that it allows the employment of How could a nine-year compulsory edu­
children. Then there are problems with the cation system help decrease the child labour 
children themselves; neither have they had the · problem? 
opportunity to develop themselves properly, I feel that an expanded compulsory educa­
nor have they had proper schooling. These tion program will not solve the problem because 
children have little awareness of the injustice of the root cause of the child labour issue is 
their plight. NGOs should be allowed to repre- poverty. And if we look at the Seventh National 
sent the children in order to negotiate with their Socio-economic Development Plan, which fo­
employers and to protect them from any serious cuses more on urban development, we can see 
hardship. . . .,. the widening gap between the rich and the rural 

The third group have better opportunities. poor. As a result, there will be more and more 
and some leisure time, .therefore, it would be drop-out children in the rural area who will look 
possible for government agencies to take part in for work in the city. 

What should be done fo make the em­
ployers respect the rights of working chil­

They have to function as inde­ dren?
pendent young people and do This point is related to investment policy. 
not have a chance to experi­ We can see that the BOI (Board of Investment) 
ence the process offamily life 

mainly encourages and supports large scalewhich they would otherwise 
industry while investors in small scale industries have had1hroughguidancefrom 
have to struggle with very high interest rates etc. their own parents. Conse­
The result is that, in order to keep their costs asquently, when they grow up and 
low as possible, cheap labour is necessary forhave afamily oftheir own~ they 
small scale businesses and in many cases thisare unable to maintain family 
means child labour. In another words, thebonds. 
investment policy itself is encouraging the ex­
ploitation of working children. If the BOI were 
to support small scale investment and employers the implementation of development programs 
received fair investment conditions from thefor these children. 
government, they would perhaps be less harshIn all cases we should be aware that the 
on children.family unit is breaking down because of-children 

In addition, there should be training projects leaving home at an early age to go to work. They 
implemented for employers concernfog thehave to function as independent young people 
welfare of child workers and, of course, it isand do not have a chance to experience the 
absolutely necessary to h_ave a more effectiveprocess of family life which they would other­
investigation process, in order to prevent abuse wise have had through guidance from their own 
of the children. parents. Consequently, when they grow up and 

have a family of their own, they are unable to 
maintain family bonds. 

J 
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How should the private sector, NGOs and 
GOs co-operate to eliminate the exploitation 
of child labour? 

There is a differing approach here but if we 
look at the attitude of the government, some 
guidelines appear. How do govern ment agen­
cies view the issue of child labour - the child as 
a labourer or the labourer as a child? If the child 
is seen as a labourer, provision should be such 
as to bri ng the chi ld into the same protective 
realm that is given to adult \•iorkers. If, .okthe 

other hand, the situation is viewed as the labourer 
who is a child, provision should be aimed at 
allowing normal child development. This entry 
point leads to the development of work plans of 
each of the concerned agencies . 

Regarding governmental agencies, my feel­
ing is that it should not only be the concern of 
the Labour Department, The Social Welfare 
Department should play a role, in collaboration 
with NGOs, in supporting children who have to 
work. 

New ILO Publications 
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I I ' CHILD LABOUR IN THAILAND ~~ 
Srisavang Phuavongphatya b,,1-. · ~ti~- r 

~f;IJ, .Vice-President, Foundation for Qhild Development 
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j 

. 
1. INTAO!:>IJCTION 

· C' ,1!-:J labour in agraria~ Thailand, in which children help their parents work on farms, 
is decreasing wilh the rapidly growing induslrial, commercial and service sectors In Thailand.

i 
.I t.',3•·,y children, particularly from rural lamilies, are forced lo enter the labour market In 
I 
I big cities. These children, slill of school age and nol prepared for wofk, are exploited in manyI 
' wa,-s arid' lh!'lir• rights are violated. II is a commitment of society to protect theif rights.I 
; 

I'. solution' to the child labour problem is required as long as the bnsic problems exist: 
I.e. unoqual income distribution, u111Jala11ced developrn·ent, arid hwlevanl c,du\:alional syslem. 

I lowovar. so1: ioly cannot nflglocl rosponr.ibililios for itie piotoc:tion of c:hilclron and their ,uppor1 
in relation :o •imploymenl. 

,, . ····•· 
2. PRINt:!~i ;_ES ON THE PROTECTION, SUPPORT, AND DEVELOP~NT OF 

CHILD l !\BOUR ,. 

Cl' -::.idl'ring the Articles in the Convention.on the Rights of Iha Child and the directions 
of child dr. ··, loprrnmt as indicated in "Manual or 89:sic Minimum Needs and Services ror Chil­
dren· . the :·. .,,,ciples required lor !he protoction, support and development of child labour should 
be as loliJw:, : 

2.1 c: 1i'1Jren should be protected from a working environment thal is hazardous or bars 
them frorr. p!1ysiccil. intellectual and emotional development. : 

2.2 ,~ildren should receive appropriate remuneration. 

2.3 C. 1iliron shotllld have adequate accommodation, rood, lleal1l1 wellare, and a healthy 
environmE" .. t. 

2.4 ( 11ildren should gel support and understanding when l11ey are away from home, and 
should not b,~ cut ort from' their paren1s, relalives and friends . 

2 5 C,1il<Jren should have educalion and training lo improvll their_ emplol(qtent capabilities. 

. l ;,e.!, are a number of olher !actors that ·contrilJut~ to achieving ti,ese objectives, 
including h,,!, and measures appropriale to the ever-changing child la_bour circumstances. The 
active par1ici;:. ation of the private sector, non-governmental organizations, mass media, and the 
public is re-.jtJtr ~d; however, the mast important !actors are parenlal responsibility apd the respons.ibihly 

of employer!:. 
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3. DEVELOPMENT OF GOVERNMENT POLICIES TOWARD THE CHILD LABOUR 
---PROBLEM: 

Since 197~ there h;we been many reports concerning child labour exploitation dis• 
closed lo the public. The r~porl of the working group on child development planning slated that 
there were many children aged 12-15 years who had lillle or no educaliorJ and no professional 
!raining. In the Filth Economic and Social Developmenl Pinn. it was staled Iha! those children 
had lo work as low-income, unskilled labour. The only measure, lo control child iabour, was by 
means of the Department ol Labour, Police Dt1parlmenl and Ministry ol Industry. 

From 1982, NGO!! working with children. with the cooperation of the mass media, have 
reported many cases of child labour exploilation and torture. In some cases, the police was 
c:iller1.~ to rescu~ such r::h[kiren from factories. In 198'1, the Cal:Jinet established th~. Counter 
Child Labour Exploil;:ifion _Commissior, lo coordinate the public and private sectors in dealing 
with this problem. Subsequently, the·~?"1mission was changed to lhe Child Labour Protection, 

Commission. In 1986, the National Youlh Bureau released a repor1 on Wellar;, dnd Develop­

ment of Chlld Labour In M;mufacturlng Industries. l his report was taken lnlo acc•1unl in dralllng 
the Human Resource Oeveloprnenl Plan In the Sixth Nai.ional Development Plan. II was also 
taken into accounl by the Ministry of Interior through the Committee for Child Labour Protection 
which laler led lo lwo important results : 

1), ,In the Labour Development •and Service Plan in the Sixth Nalional Developmenr 
Plan, measures were established to promote labour prolectiit!n by 

I) incri>::ising l.ibour proteclior1 lf··rough the revision of laws and regulalions regarding 
the protection of labour. child !abour, female labour, and safety in lhe wor~place; 

ii) improvir1g the monitoring syslem of labour protection ,md law enforcement; 

iii) applyinq medir.;-il knowledge and experience to the proleclion al workers' health 
and lhe improvemenl of the working environment. A public campaign w;:is proposed lo make 
people aware of the problems and solulions, as well as laws and regulat ions co'lcerning work 
safely. , 

Another measure lo address the child labour problem was to give.all children compul ­
sory ~ducalion up to grarle 6 ; to increase the minimum age ol child labQur; lu increase the 
categories ol job in which children could not be employP.rl; Ir:, improve th E►-\':e llare and conditions 
al work, and to educal8 nnd lrnin children in employrmml. 

2) In 1988, lhe Cnbinel approved the p,oposnl ol lhe Ministry ol lnlPMr concerning 
policies and me.isure~ lo ;:irldress lho child labour problP.m both in !he short ;,, '" long lerms. 
One important mer1sur1? r:-iis,:,d Ille minimum nge al child l;-ibl1t1r from 1 2-13 ye;i•~ The Depart­
ment of Labour wo1s ::,~signP.d lo be n locnl poinl in coorcjinating the v;iriuu., deparlmenls 
concerned . 

In conclusion, prP.senl policies relied lhe ._Governrnenl's recogrnt :-Jn of 1i11? irnportance 
of lhe child labour problem. However continuous monilori11g and lol!cw--up are necessary. 

4. SOME FACTS ON THE EXTENT OF CHILD LABOUR 

4.1 According to the. 1987 N~lional Survey on Childmn and Youll1 . tl1ere were 805,33q 
employed child,en_.igP.d b~Jlween 13 and 15 yems and 3,539,050 emplored chlldren aged 15-
19 years. 

4.2 According lo the HJ87 National Survey on Lavour, there were 13'1.800 children em­

ployed aged 11-12 years, 832,700 a_ged 13-14 years and 3,544.700 aged 15-19 years. 
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Thereforo, it may be assumed thal in 1987 lher were approximately 900,000 employed 
I! _. .•hildren aged between 11-15 years, nearly 20 porcenl of lhe populalion In the same age group. 

or those aged between 15·19 years, there were approximately 3.5 million or 57 percent of the 
opulation In lite same age group. 

CAUSES CF CHILD LABOUR PROBLEMS 

5.1 Overviow ~ 

5.1.1 The national developmont process has increased the disparity ol economic status 
l>.etween population groups. One suIvey ol economic and social condilions stares that "...20 
percent ol th& richest population have increased their income lrorr. 49.3- percent in the years 
1975-1976 to 55.6 percent in 1986, whoreas the income ol 20 percent ol lhe poorest population 
has decreased lrom 6.1 percent to 4.6 percent ;during '.I~ same period. II is anticipated that , .. . .. 
i11oq11nlity of income distribution will rnar.:h a l~igh point·by the middle or the Seventh Develop• 

ment Plan, c1nrl larrners in the Nortl1;b1sl will I.Jo llro poo,esl group...". This is consislenl with 
th!! fact Iha: ct ·ild labou1ers are mo~lly 110111 thi!. region becau,se of the pove,ty in lhe poorest 
areas such ~!? Burirarn, Srisaket, Stlt!n, Ubon, Udon. Nongkai and Floi-Et. 

5. i .2 Even with free compulsory education provided by the Government, many chil­
dren do nor attend school. According to the _National Education Council. 549.502 or 7.27 
percent of children rangin,g from 4-11 yeaIs of age were out-of-school in 1988. Throughout lhe f.country 2,4 11°.~:i 7 or 66.99 percent of children 12-14 years of age were also out-of-school. .,.. 
Most of tho;.e child,e,i will be d1ive11 i11lo lhe labour market as unskilled labourers. M!ny 
children·wro r omplete compulsory•educ;alion bur who have no fuither educational opportunity 
w1(I migralf! u• dvoidably lo the cilies tor employmenl opportunili_es.) 

5. 1.J With some limited conditions, Thai labour laws do not allow children younger 
lhan 13 years old to be employed without licensed permission but government control is nol 
elleclively enbiced. Society has not yel demonstrated concern with the direct ellecls which 
such employ•r.ent has on children or the population ol the country as a whole. Child labour 
p1c1blems, :r,:1elore, ·canno1 be prevenled or solved ellectively despite lhe nIany policies and 
strategies P"-'POSt.-?d. 

5.2 Fam.ly and Children ;• 

5 i.1 To increase agricultural production, .Jarmers invest more on technology intro­
duced by -,:,a Governmenl. When sulfe,ing from natural disaslers such as drought, they will be 
in duut, a!lcl chilrlrnn hnvo lo hnlp lliei, _f.imilics by finding employment in the cilies. • 

5.2 2 In addition to the pressure ol poverty, lhuse larm1!1s ~lf•J li~.ely to somching IQr 
new expe, ,ances and entertainment due lo lhe inlluence ol "consumerism··. lor which money is j 
needed. 

5.3 Employers 
-· 
5.3.1 Cl;ildrnn are'. easy lo control and/or teac.h, and do not know ol or deman? their 

rights. 

5.3 2 Children are a source of cl,eap labour. 

5.3 3 Sode jobs need child labour. 

6.3 4 Children go with their parents lo work and have nothing constri.Jcliva to do. 
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·s.4 Production and ~£:~•l<:e Process 

• 

··- . . 5.4. I l ho __gr_owll I ol lhe lnduslrinl sector h:\s r:rn:1tQd h11bo1tnncl'!'!', In the procluclion 
pr~ss, espacl;dly in export Industries such as ready made clothes. shoes, leather ocpds. 
ar11ficlal flownrs and gems poli~hing. Al Iha Mme limC!, there ore many small tasks whlcfi do 
not require special skills -which children can underlake, such as packing. sewing on buttons. 
folding clothes, polishing leather and wrapping ar1ilicial llower stems. 

5.4.2 Child l.1bour Is p1clcr~cd. by s:nall-scale production and servicE, unils around with 
low operating cosls because children can also do house work. t 

5.4.3 An incm.1sing number ol children are being ef"T)ployed in the agricultural sector 
such as .the fishing indust,y, rubber and sugar-cane plantations. and animal husbandry. 

5.5 Labour Employmenl Process 

\ 5.5.1 Job placemant agencies also conlribule lo the rapid increase in child labour due 
lo the profit motive. J\t pres!:\nt. the average service charge ranges horn Bahl 2,"",,)0-2,500 with 
a three months' gua,antee and Bahl 4,800-6.000 for a six-months' guf11anlea. h some cases, 
with no guaranlei, or only n one-week guarantee, the service charge is Bahl 1,500 per child, 
thus Increasing the level of lheir labour. 

· 5.5.2 In practice, loc13I agents .take children from villages lo job placement agencies. 
These local agents establis~ trust ainol}~J the children and then convince them to enter the child 
labour market. 

5.5.3 In addition to local agcmls. some former child lnbourers nlso undertake lhe 
role of job ptacem:rnt age'11ls, taking child labourers direclly lo factories. In some cases, lhe 
children·s parents 01 relatives are the agents. . I 

· 5.5.4 The lr1tP.SI phenomenon in labour employment which· requi, es allention ~ th'e 
dislribuLion of leaflets and advertisements by some agenl!- . oller ing jobs will1 good pay. These 
advertisements publicirn thal lhe faclories are in need of workers, but in 1,¥-1. ii is a p,omotional 
stral~gy bY. the job brokers. 111 general, child workers me recruited through .,;goants and are 
·charged high premiums in P.xchange for belier paid and secure jobs. This issue should not be 
overlooked tb prevent the problem lrom becoming insoluble in the future . 

6. Problems of Child Labour 

6.1 Overview 

6. t .1 An inc:reasing number ol childr~n are being forced inlo the labour" ,,-,arket, lnclud­
lng ·children 10-12 years ol age. Children 14-15 years of age conslllute lhe lr1rnt st group in th&­
child labour market. Mor.I child. labourers have completed compulsory erluc,i:ion." . However. 
local agenls oHen persuade young school children to leave school for employment.

I' . 
6.1.2 ThP. growth nnd cornplP,xi!y of the production and ser.vic,~ sP.<:lio:, has led to an 

Increase in the number of employed children. The transler rale from one factory to :mother is 
high. espedally ;uno11g young children during the first 1-2 monlhs. t>ec:rnse the children are 
unskillod and have lo adjust lo new working conditions. Moreover. childrE'!n Involved in the 

..._ 
,,..mpnrnry bh'"lllr •n:i t kl'I <;UC:h ~s ho1tr.'lWC'lfk, slrP.ol vrinciing or the agricultural sector are not 
profec!ed by fat,1,ur laws. 

6.1.3 Most child workers are subjecle~ to abusive conditions and unf;iir lrealmll. In 
general. child labourers work 10-12 hours a day with no days oil. Especially in export ind 1,ies. 

•' .• unskilled cbilc.lren .gP.t vP.ry low wages, for example, only two baht for wrapping 100 a ificial 
flower stems or on,:, baht for sewing on-100 bullons. Children with mar~ skills will be liired"as. 
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day workers and re~ive B~ht 30-70 por day. The· lowest wage for monl11ly workers Is Bahl 400 • ,I 
i 

while the av·irago wage ranges from ·Bahl 600-800. This rate axdudes the cost ol room and 
t,oard. Yewly payments still e1.isl for vury young chlld1en wh(l cannot pro.oct themselves In 
situations l:r,m w► ,ich they cannot escape. /\llhough leglstation exists to provide wellare for child 
workers, •1 :s not enforced. 

' ' I6. ·, .4 A!:)cently, some employers have raised wages to Bahl 1, 100-1,500 excluding iroom and board. However, this is stiil loo little to allord good quality food required by young, I 

growing c:llildren. Besides low wages, children are required to sleep in unheallhy and unsanitary I 
·1condilion!i. • 
! 

6.2 -:-he ' Reality of Child Labour Development In Comparison with BNC. 

fi.2.1 Child workers are mainly underprivileged children who are important to society 
in two re, peels. First, they are negl1:1cIed by soclely and aro nor yet provided with the level of 
education as stipulated by BNC. Secom.I. they contribute to society by wor·king in the production 
and ser·,ice sectors from are extremely ~oung a_ge,, . 

•, :~• 

6.2.2 Like other children, chilc1 workers frorrf 12 to 15 years and 15-18 years still need 
love and ca, n from their farnili!3S. Migraling lo the towns, the children encounter many kinds of 
prnl1lo111'., 11itl; r.lra111111ri:. !,01110 nr•~ farr:c:,:isr.1111 in arljpstinn lo 11,ni? now nnvironment. while 
tJllwt:-, I: i, ir lau11y 111:ir:y dlllt,,..,111 p111ltl1•1w: pnd nnc:apn l1l111111111• l,11 lrny 111 11111,lltnr, som111irnm; 
lacing rT',JIE serious; problems and, in some inslances, disappearing. 

5 ; .3 In addition to being deprived ol development education, many child workers are 
not allown.l lo make contact with thoir pments, and are physically and mentally abused. In 
5ome or>~o:- girl inorkots are lurnu i11to prnslitution or 1.ipod . . 1 lteso me examples of very 
serious vio:.1i;rms of child righls . Suell instances should not be overlool,ed by society but all 

· s(ictors sl:~<•ld ~0operate and wo,k tonertwr lo arrive 'at solutions. 

6.3 UL,stacles iii Solving Child Labour Problems 

o '1.1 Children 

- Young childwn ,1,e nor awaie ol laboi:r lciws and do not demand their rights. 
- Yound children do not know which 01ganizatio11s can assist lhem or whom to 

contact 't '1-en iacing problems. · 

li.:J.2 Parents • Guardians 

Generally, ~a,ents do nol know tho reality ol the worki11g cond;tions laced by 
children. 

• Parents are not ·awa,e of the relevant laws concerning child labour. 
Parents lose contact with their children. 
Some parents know and accept the reality ol thu working condilions, -but dt• 

not hav•1 .:>'.i1er alternatives. 
· Whenever thi:no is legal dispu1e botwGen a child labourer and an employer, the 

parents .,ra usually threatened or forced to lake a b1ibe in ordur to drop the cases against lhe 
·employer. . , 

6.3.3 EmplQyers 

· · Employers merely care lor their profits and are not concerned about child 
developill'.'·1,t pr::>IJlcms. 

- Some employers are nol ~ware of the exislem:e ol lat1our laws, while others 

knowing,i l)reak them. 
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• Co11slcie1i11g 1hal coopomtlon wilh lho Govcrmmml and NGOs Wilsles time and 1o 

reduces prolil, emP.loyers rmely cooperate with government agoncies or NGOs. . 0111' 

6.3.4 Job Placement Agency 
pnr 

ill!-1 
• Most .igo11cies are interested ,11 their business and do not take into account 

the Issue whether work conditions are appropriate lo child labour. 
, , . , I nhi

Some lry lo conceal the factory's locallon from parents iri order le cut lheir 
connection. 

01!1Some ignore the 1985 Job Placement and Worker Protection Act b~• asking lor 
ell,

higher service charges, pu-;hing workers lo sign the annual contract, and giving false lnlorma­

lion.. 

fHI6.3.5 Agencies Concerned 
lio 

• With some limited exceptions. labour protection li1ws have not been eflectively 
unforced. NGOs conrnrnec:1 wilh child lnbC)l rr problems me not supported by laws and ,egula• 
!Ions. thus limiting NGOs polidr,:; nnd activities. 

• Effective cooperation channels between the govermenl and NGOs have been 
established only recently. · · · · .;· 

6.3.6 Government Polley 

The most spriou~ problem Is the 1:tilum of lltn govornmonl sr.ctor lo translate 
policy into action. 1Im govnrr1r11r.mt sc>clor nlso l.lils lo sludy" the current child b ho11r situation. 
1n addition, the Child Lnbo111 Protection CommillP-e is r1ppoi11tcd hy Cabinet msolulicm. Thus ii 
is not a permanent body and could be subject lo change by a future Government. 

6.3.7 Socially Acceptable Values 

Believing ii is belier for child1en lo earn some nl'Jney than lo pl.1y and Mt!-le time 
ii I poor villages, society has not been seriously concerned with child labour problems. 

7. RECOMMENDATIONS 

7.1 The only way lo solve· child labour problems Is lo eradicate poverty in ru•al areas 
ihrough policies and measures lo promote equitable distribution of services, incomq and bene-
1:!s to the poorest farmers. Rural farmers are the r•oducers ol food for human beings and not 
~he producers ol exlravnganl consumer goods which are not essenli~I to lile. · 

7.2 Another solulion lo the> proh!em of child labour is lo rrovirle children with ll<Jxible non­
lornml f>dur:~lion ~,:rordinq tn t11nir r.;ipndfil)!l . ror i11!".l::111r.n.. tlmy should he permilled to study 
along with their wo1k unde1 condil.ions relevn11I 10 llmlr situation. 

7.3 lhere is a nP.ed to speecf up !he permanent eslablishment ol the child Proleclion 
Commillee through the issuance ol a Ministerial Announcement instead c-r the current appoint-f ·ment by Cabinet resolution. 

7A llw role of 11:n. C'.011111,ittr.e on l.riho11r r,o!rclion should be incre;isrd n!'r.t<!dnlly in 
.... fotlowing-up the short- term and long IP.r!l' pC1lid11s lh;-il wem ;,pprovP.d by llm Cabirlt!I on June 

19, 1988. Fur1herrnore, the Commillee's role should be mo,1:1 active In decision-n,aking. 

7.5 The situation of child l;1bot1r should be assessed annunlly end presented lo lhe meeting 
ol the National Assembly 011 Child Oevclopmenl, which will also be held annually. 

7.6 Working conditions, botlt nppropriate and dangerous. r,hould be monitored closely. Since 
the pallerns of child labour have been changing and f!Xpan.ding rapidly, the enlorceml':nt of laws 
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to prolccl child worf..ers must to lollowod dosuly. In lhi~ con11uclion. the Deparlrncnt of Labour 
must cooperr,1-9 with olhor agt1ncies Anci the public in order lo create chan11cls through which 
people can r,-pJrl incidents ol child worker abuse. The Department of Labour currently has 
insullicient p,:,,sonnel to cc.,ver all aspects or chrld l.:ibour exploitation. 

7.7 A cc.1npaign lo promole the awareness and participation of all parlies concerned le 
abide by the child labour laws should ho conducted periodically. . 

7.8 01i/cials of agencies concerned ~hould be provided with ongoing training so that new 
officials will havu a belier underslandi11g of the problem and c<fn perform lhoir function mo1e 
eflectivcly. 

7.9 Wltll fi .:Ile l.iasic cnuses of child labour are dilficull lo prevent. it is Mce.ssnry lo have 
prog,ams to pI01ec1 and develop cliild labourers. Jhese, can bu adapted f,o,n existing instilu-
1ions to cover f-m nceris of ltle t;irget groups in a';"m~,; appropriate and practical way. 

.' 

. . ' 
I • 

: . . 



1 
fesi¥bt::d1 s ·"' t::i-tc ♦ 1'2 et Ht t · C ~feisr-1: r+ • ads: bdi 

l 
i 

~) 
~R,i,ef~ A~ --

Malo Songololo - South Africa 

I 

J 

..... 

REGIONAL NETWORK FOR 
CHILD RIGHTS CONVENTION : 

CHILD RIGHTS ASIANET•: ... . •, . ',,_.,.. 

Bangkok, Thailand, November 17, 1992: 
An agreement was signed between the 
Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn Univer­
sity, the International Law Association 
of Thailand and the United Nations Chil­
dren's Fund East Asia and Pacific Re­
gional Office to establish a network to 
promote children's rights in the region : 
Child Rights ASIANET. 

This network aims at empowering Asia­
Pacific nations with knowledge of child rights 
which will result in the ratification and imple­
mentation of the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. h will meet the information 
requirements of the region, foster a regional 
alliance by bringing Asia-Pacific countries 
together in the advocacy and mobilization 
for the protection of child rights, form linkages 
with government and non-government sec­
tors and other existing country and inter­
country networks. 

The Child Rights ASIANET will be dynamic 
and will play a catalytic role in promoting 
child rights in the region. 

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES 

As the network will become action-oriented, several 
activities have been planned, the major ones are : 

- Publications concerningchildren's rights in Asia-
Pacific and related information. · 

~Organization of seminars and forums to promote 
dialogue and inter-change on children's rights in the 
region. 

~ Arrangement of training programs to assist State 
Parties to the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
and other interested parties in monrtoring implemen­
tation of the Convention and in fulfilling obligations 
under the Convention. 

~Social mobilization concerning children's rights in 

the region. 

~Interaction with the government and non-govern­
ment sectors, and children, in the dissemination of 
children's rights information. 

- Enhancement of research, monitoring and evalua-
tion relating to children's rights. 

At operational level, the network will encourage and 
promote contact with the media and private sector. 
Partners will be identified and assistance will be 
provided for the monitoring of the Convention's imple­
mentation, the mobilizing of the participation ofchildren 
in local communities, and the strengthening of 
knowledge of the Convention through formal and non­
formal training and education. 

Being multi-disciplinary, Child Rights ASIANETwill be . 
multi-lingual in order that the transfer of local experi­
ences to international level and the adaptation of 
international experiences at local levels can be en­
couraged.And finally, it will also be an essential link in 
the chain of efforts to monitor progress of compliance 
to the Convention. 

INSTITUTIONAL 
ARRANGEMENTS 
C¥i A&fi itil 

The Child Rights ASIANET is operated from two 
Bangkok-based offices : one at the Faculty of Law, 
Chulalongkorn University, the other is the Liaison 
Office situated in the UNICEF main building . It is 
jointly administered by the Faculty of Law, 
Chulalongkorn University and the International Law 
Association of Thailand with support from the UNICEF 
East Asia and Pacific Regional Office. 

The Regional Advisory Council of eminent persons 
from the region will determine policy guidelines and 
approve the annual programs and budget. The 
Management Team comprising of two Co-chairper­
sons, the Executive Director and Director who are 
responsible for the operation of the ""ild Rights 
ASIANET. 143 



W\"S CORE \ ALU ES 

We are Christian... 
We confess together, "Jesus is risen, Je~us is Lord." World Vision 

• Foundation of Thailand 
We are committed to the poor... 
We are called specifically to serve among the neediest people 
of the earth. 

• 
We value people... 
We regard all people as created and loved by God , 

• 
We are stewards... 
The resources at our disposal are not our o~n. 

• 
We are partners... 
We are members of an international World Vision Partnership 

that transcends legal, structural, and cultural boundaries. 

• 
We are responsive... 
We are com~itted to act quickly in response to life-threatening 

emergencies where our involvement is needed and appropriate . 

• 

All it takes to give a child new life with hope is YOU. If 

you wish to take action today, please contact us at the address 
below. 

t World Vision Foundation'~f Thailand 
582/18-22 Soi Ekamai, Sukhumvit 63, Bangkok 10110 

Tel: 3810944·5, 3902012-4, 6 Telex: WV TH82196 

Cable: WORVIS Fax: (662) 3811976 

World Vision Foundation of Thailand is a nonprofit organi­
Emily Dickinson 

zation. All contributions to WVFT are tax deductible. 

J 
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A young woman sets out fish to dry in the sun. Such scenes are becoming "pictures from the past, " as more and more 
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ABOUT ~',CEEN IN EXCEPTIOt:iAL 

DIFFICULT SITUATIONS Ill INFO!l!.':AL ECONOUIC 

:JECTOR IN HAI•; 01 

Associate Doctor Le Thi Quy 

I. IN'I0RODUCTI ON 

.. , .. 

In late 1986, the Vietnamese State issued a I 
number of policies of renewal, starting up a change of a 
land-mark character in socio-economic development. I 

! 
However, the country has not yet come out of the prolonged

r ' . . . 
socio-economic crisis. A number of questions remain to be l 
solved in ·addition to ne\'/ly arisine· ones. One of the 
most critical questions confronting Vietnam at present ·is 
the question of employment. 

Vietnam now has about 1.7 million jobless
-

people, living chiefly in cities and industria-J.: zones. - To 
help · them, the State has promulgated a number of policies 
to generate jobs while· readjustr.1ent bas be-en made to 
- .

~llow the creation of a growing numb~r of non-State 
economic s_ectors and informal econo_mic·sectors. 

In Vietnam, the infor~al economic sector took 
shape long ego together with the formation .of• urban areas. 
However, its concept as ah economic sector in its own 
right has been accepted only rec1ently. The existence of 
this eco~omic sector helps generate more jobs for the 
urban population in urban areas in addition ~o the 
personnel of the administrative offices and production 
and business establishments owned by the State, collectives 
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and private citizens. 'l1he activities of this economic 
sector vary greatly from itinerant traders, street 
vendors, small traders in markets, cyclo drivers, baby 
sitters, typists, matchmakers, dish ~ashers, porters 
tti photographers in parks. Gene~ally speaking, they are 
simple, mobile jobs requiring little or no capital, and 
are subject to little or no taxes but so~etimes quite_ 
lucrative. Small a~ 't.he income me.y be, these jobs can . ,. ,.. 

sustain whole families. Production cost spendings and 
service charges in this sector are generally low which 
suit the ~iving standards of customers. It can be said 
that this production, business and service sector mostly 
cociprises poor people. The c·cimpos.it ion of the inf oroal 

economic sector is very diversified. They include 
retired workers and government employees, redundant 
workforce from State-owned enterprises and offices who 
are p·ens ioned off e.s a result of the policy to re or~e..nize 
the production.. and labour force. ~hey also include guest 
workers re turning· ~ from the for mer Soviet Union, -eastern 
European countries and r:Iiddleast countries, demobilized 
soldiers, students and youn3 peopl£! of working age-
but still waiting to land a_job (they nu~ber nearly one 
million annually). They ar~ mostly young rural folks 

r 

coming to the . to\'/ns following crop failures, natural 
disasters or other mishaps • .Among them, ,·1omen· "3.ccount for 

1' 
the largest' pert. According to incomplete statistics, of 
the 1,297,900 people in the informal economic sector 
in 1988~ 826,000 wer~ woraen(1). Women are engaged mostly. . 
in tr~ding, handicrafts, restaurant services, hair 

(1) Data on Vietnamese Y/Omen, 1975-1989, Information and 
Scientific Research on. Women magazine and S~atistics 
Bureau Publishing House. 

.....•· 
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dressing, linen ~ashing, baby sitting or other petty 
jobs. ~omen numbered 1GG,OCO among the · total of 2J7,JOO 
street vendors in 1989, and 42,000 a,11one 59,JOO waiters 
and waitresses (1). (11ha number of those wor':-::ing in 
this sector has increased markedly recently). 

For reason .of space, vie cannot descrihe all 
I • . . .... ~ I • 

spheres of · activity.·-rior the role of v:omen in the informal 
economic sector but confine ourselve~ to those ~omen in 

· exceptionally difficult situations (especially homeless 
end street women in Hanoi). 

II. EOESLEDS .41-:D STREZT ','.1Oi.:El·i, A SECT-I Oii IN 

1. EY.odus of rural wo men to .ri anoi 

· ~The exodus from the countryside to Hanoi is 
not a new pheno~enon but it has increased alarminGlY in 
recent years. Yrom 1981 to 19SO, the number of homeless 
people picked up by the police ~as 22,868, includine 
10,349 no □en, or nearly 45 percent. ~he eiodus varied 
from year to year~_Jr~~- 1588 to 1990, the number totalled 
6,277 -including 3,874 women. In the last two yee.rs they 
accounted for about Jo ·percent of the total recorded in 
the past ten years. 

h:ost of homeless women in Hanoi came from 
cities or provinces in the North, a number from Central 
and Sou·~h Vietnam, and none 1s of the ethnic minorities. 

flomen born in Hanoi or suburban areas make up a large 

(1) Data on Vietnamese ~omen; 1975-1989, published by 

Information and Scie.ntific Research on V'l'o_men magazine 

and Statistics Bureau ~ublishing-- House. 148 
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proportion·(over 25 percent), followed by th6se corning 
from Ha Nao Ninh, Hai Hung, Ea Son Binh end ·l'h~nh Hoa­
provinces. i-Iomeless people in He.noi beloni to ell 0ge 
groups : from newborns to SC-year-olds. People of \·1orkirig 
age (18 to 45 years old)make up the lareest proportion. 
They came to nanoi alone or \'ii th tf:ieir relatives or 
ne iehbours. \ie.nderers are · div icled in to two kinds : 
professional ond t emp.orary. ?rofessional wanderers are 
those who have liv;~d\ \ n the streets for a long time and 
no longer want to return to their native villages. The 
temporary wanderers come to Henoi -several times a year 
mostly during pre-harvest days ·· or following floods and 
storms, crop failures, or the slack season and would 
return home ~hen they need to. They consider cociing to 
Hanoi to be a sideline job to increase their incomes. 
Their number is never constant, but pose a complicated 
social problem for the cepital city. 

~e once conducted a social survey hy distributing 
at random · questionnaires to 376 beggs.rs and interviev:ed 
nearly 60 wanderers doing a variety of jobs in Hanoi 
(\·1or.ien accounted for more th'J.11 45 percent of th~ inter-:­
viewed). The survey showed that 64. 2 percent of ,·1omen 
Ylanderers were professional beggars. 72. 2 . percent of the 
; . 
rest came to Hanoi because of h~rdships in their native 
villages or unemployment • .A field trip to '.l'hanh Hoa· 
province, one of t>:ie provinces vii th a 1·arge migrant 
population showed th~t migretion resulied mainly fr6m 
unsurmountable difficulties in daily life and the decrease 
in agricultural production. This densely-populated 
province has not enough land to till and very few sideline 
occupations. Carpets made in Quang Xuong district used to L 

, 

J 
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exported to Bast European countries but they can no 
longer be exported. Animal husbandary hes become stagnant 
due to inadequate investment. Fisheries have also 
dwindled due to the lack of fund. The majority of the 
pop·ulation in the province live in stark pover·ty. Up to 
60-70 percent of the inhabitants in Qu~~e Thai com~une 
have gone to Eanoi to seek a living one way or another. 

:: ':'. -~-
' "-.-

Family disputes and unhappy -marriages have also 
forced many v:omen in rural areas to move to Hanoi .(Z7 

percent of the number.of permanent women wanderers and 
8 percent of seasonal women migrants), most of them in 
the 16-50 age bracket· (53.5 percent) • 

.A number of women v1ent to Hanoi attracted by the 
glamourous life there, or enticed by friends. Others v,ent) 
because of loneliness, diseases or religious motives. 
Almost a_ll of the . le. tter category ended up begging in H9:I1oi 
because ~hey believe they are des~ents of o tutelary . 
genie who was a beggar himself. This belief can he best 
seen among the population in Chau Giang district,- IIai 
!lung province, end. Quang Xuong district, ~'hanh rioa province. 

-- -· 2'. - Li f e and a c t i v i ties of home less migren t women 
in informal economic sec t or in Hanoi 

. 
In Hanoi, homeless women are regardea as the 

lowest rung in the social ladder. To survive, they had to 
accept any jobs. In the informal econoG1ic secto_r, they 

. form the most variable workforce and the lowest-paid 
·segment of the urban population. 

i,.,. • 

--- ·- i50 . . 17.. .. I :.. ·..
t ·- . 
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To increase their income, 53.6 percent of 

beggars in Hanoi are also collec tine re-usable l--7aste in 

the garbage du □ps. The number of people working as hired . . 
labour makes up of 6J.1 percent and small traders, 7.1 
percent, of the homeless in Hanoi. Viorthy of particulc.r 

note is that 4. 5 percent of the interviewed Vlandering 

vrnmen are prost i tut es and 7. 1 percent are pickpockets. 
14 • •, :~ • . ' 

I -.► 

','ianderers, men and women alike, live in groups, 

·each in a specific place and have their .own rules. They 

never tresspass on the 11 operational area11 of another 

group. Each group he.~ its ov1n head·_-viho takes into his 

hands the responsibility to resolve disputes and orgci.rise 

relief .to those in special har~ships. This can be seen 

most clearly among the groups of hired lebourers and 

prostitutes. 

Eired workers each · earn fror.1 2,000-1C,000 dong 

per day. So:neY--so.ae t ir:1e s r:12.y get . ZO, O(!C-JC, 000 dong. 

?rostitutes find customers by themselves or with help 

of owners of tea shops, cafeterias or beer shops. Some 

prostitutes are ovmers of tea shops a.D.d. sellers of 

fruits in public places, _who would re2dily respond to the 

call of a cu·sto!'.iler. Some prostitutes ere married ·women. 

~heir husbands would ·take them to the rendezvous. with 

their customers and r1ould come to take them home at the 

·agreed time. Their family bo.llds ere very loose and when 

they decide to break in most cases the wives take · upon 

the responsj_bility to bring up the child or children. 

A number of women wanderers buy re-usable 

waste materials going from one street to another with a 

peir of baskets hung to a shoulder pole. A number of 
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others go pickin5 up still usable in garbage dumps. 
They live mostly in 0 Cho Dua werd. ?heir incomes are 
very instable. 

Children account for a large number of wanderers. 
·Among 9,340 children taken along with their nanderinB 
parents 1,793 are under 10 years old, of who~ about 400 
live in 0 Cho Dua .ward. Their main occupations ardforagine

,. · •. ,':1 

among ga~::-bage d uAps, acting as pi.ri-~Ys for prostitutes, 
dish washers, newspaper distributors, beggars, etc. Lany 
of them become pickpockets and eneage in other criminal 
activities and have been for several times tal:en into 
cust.ody by the police. Not a smal~ nur.:iber of them h.ave 
been brutally maltreated at the hands of elder people in 
the guise of their adoptive pa~ents or guardian3. 

A very feri \'landerers are lucky enough to .live 
with lheir relatives nho have their homes in the tonn. 
But most women we.nderers live on the st~eets, 'murket 
places, railway and bus stations, parks or under porchs, 
They spread mats, make tents, cook their roeals, eat and 
bathe right on thes_e places and dry their clothes on 
trees and henches ·along s~reets or in parks. They go to 
•work' during daytime and come back to their shelters a·t 
riight. They lead such a life day in day out and month in 
month out for years. Not a few ~ven give bi.rth to 

' 
their 

babies or die in such places. 

JJ.4 percent of the women interviewed said that 
they are occasionally ~hort of food. 2.8 percent replied 
that they had no food .for several· months in a year. 63 
percent said they had a reasonably stable life. 71.5 percent 
of the. interviewees said t}:ley had no one to look to when 
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falling sick. Only 1.9 percent could afford to see a 
doctor. 11.1 percent said they could not predict or plan 
anything and ,..Jere confiding themselves to fate. 

On the other hand, ,:anderers have me.de some small 
contrit-utions to the informal econoJJic sector. !!o\'.1 ever, 
they cause big probl ems to social order and security. 
Social evils like i;oJ'titution, ga;nbling, theft ar,d 

robbery are mostly committed by this segment of the city 
population • 

. 1-:oreover, their unhygenic v,ay of life hn.s caused 
diseases· to proliferate, such as s~in diseases, diarrhoea 
and V.n., _the latter affecting GO percent of women 
r.:anderers. 

),.nether matter of concern is the uncontrollecle 
birth rate ar.iong the wanderers.. Due totheir cultural 

. -
· standard and the lack of contraceptive r.1ethocls, ·· 1ege.l e.nd 
illegal couples haye es many children as they ~ish in 
disregard of the Govern~ent p~ogrnm~e·ort family planning. 
Some men live wit~ several wives at a time and have more 
than 10 children. In on~ particular case, one man has as 
many as 20 children;-~hef carry tbeir babies with them 
when goi_ng to beg a-:3-d wh~h their ·cl1ildren grow up, they I 

let their children go begging, too. Those dirty and sickly. I 
children vd thout schooling grow up like viild \':eeds . I 
without the least care from their parents. 

III. P~ OP OSALS J>J•iD PRCJECTI ON 

Vietnam is embarking on the market economy under 
State management and readjustment. Competition a~ong · 
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organizations and individuals in production and business 
will certainly increase social problems including the 
differentiation between rich and poor a.pd the relative 
number of poor people will certainly continue to grow. 
They cannot afford a decent li~e or develop their household 
economy without positive social assistance. The ·n.umber of 
women wanderers will increase rapidly if no adequate 
solution is worked. ou.t..

•: .. ' •.
'.,.... 

In the past, Hanoi has conducted. several surveys 
on this question and took measures to check the flov, of 
migrant into Hanoi. The Hanoi Security Fo;rce has picked 
up and classified nearly 1,000 mi~rants. A nu_~ber of them 
have been concentrated for security purpose -but the 
majprity were helped to return to their home villeges or 
sent to charity homes.

) 
· A numbe~ of prostitutes were~ sent to' re­

educat.ion centres. where· they• .are taught'lculture e.nd crafts. 
The · city has found j~bs for-.a numb"er.: of. wanders, and: 

provided them wi th: ··11ving space and ;Loans for prodµction 
activities. A num~er of newly-founded homes for the 
elderly, the sick, the handicapped and. orphans are 

..> operating effectively. I~ addition, the city authorities 
have called for _: , humani t.arian aid _from charity organiza~-- -­
tions and individuals inside and · outside the country. 
These are the first measures toward polving the problem, 

. but the results so far have been very modest. Therefore, 
the problem of wanderers, including women, should enjoy 
more attention from the State and the entire society. 
Comprehensive integrated policies should be issued by the 
central and local governments, in urban· as well as. rural 

areas. Women wanderers should be given more attention 

. ' l 7i\154 

. 



-------------

• 

:.. 

. - ·-· .. - .. -· · 

- 10 ·-

b~cause they are the most underprivileged. Unstable jobs 
and a homeless life badly affect the mothers and younger 
generation.=~: . ,.. -

... ... . ..... .', ..... 

Solving the problem of women in exceptionally 

difficult situations in the informal economic sector 
. ~ 

takes mucli'-time, money· _and joint ·efforts. Therefore, 
exch~nges.of expreriences in this field between Vietnam . . . 
and other countries a.re ·very important and necessary. 
This will help us find the most suitable measures to . .

J solve the _proble~ in a way that ~ould ensure both economic 
bene!its and humanit~rian interests./. 

\ . 

u 
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FAMILY LIFE AND POPULATION EDUCATION IN VIETNAM 

Prof Le Thi Nham Tuyet 
Center for Research and Teaching on Women 

Hanoi Pedagogic University 

Some common traits in family life education in Vietnamese 
culture and society 

Education on population and family life in Vietnam, 
although different in levels and methods, has certain 
common problems and caracteristics: 

1 . Traditi o n s o f large famii t e\ a nd b oy p r e feren c e 

In traditional Vietnamese society, large families were 
highly valued as ~ecurity in old age. Small families were 
condsidered "unhappy families" and families without 
children were considered very lonely and "punished by 
God". A husband was entitled to leave his wife if she did 
not bear any children. A large, extended family in a 
village was economically and socially dominant. The most 
important families were those who could count many 
generations back (in Vietnames called "dai doi " - long 
generations) • 

During the period of collectivisation, the ideological 
importance of the kinship was de-emphasised. During the 
last-few years of economic liberisation and development 
of family economy, the importance of the family and the 
kinship is meeting a revival, · especially in rural areas. 
We should know that during the long era of patriarchy in 
Vietnam, the lineage was maintained through the male 
~ine. The wish for large families, together with the 
higher value and respect paid to men over women, has 
brought a situation where many families have a lot of 
daughters, even up to 9 or 10, but still wish to have a 
son (in Vietnamese we call such a family "khat nuoc", 
meaning "thirsty"). They accept all difficulties to reach 
their goal. 

In Vie~nam today we have a serious population problem and 
according to the Government policy, families should have 
one or two children only. In family life and population 
education we stress that one should accept to have one or 
two children even if they are of the same sex, girls 
having the same value as boys. Sociological surveys in 
Vietnam have shown that people's attitudes are quite 
favourable to the idea of having a small fami~y - one 
survey showed that almost 90% of both parents and pupils 
said that they would accept a family with only one or two 
children. Another survey made in 1986 showed 60 to 80% 
acceptance of equal value to boys and girls. However, in 
real life the situation is different. The average number 
of children per woman is almost 4 (for women who have 
completed their reproductive life) and many families, ~ho 
have only girls, keep on having children in the hope of 156 



getting a boy. This shows that education alone is not 
enough but it needs to be supported by social policies. 

2. Sex ual behaviou r and r e s ponsabilit y 

There is a saying in Vietnamese: "If God created the 
elephants, he also created the grass" (for the elephants 
to eat). None of the young peole questioned in surveys 
accept this view, but they hold that sexual relations and 
the birth of a child is the re~ponsability of the couple, 
the family and the society. 

The problem of abortions is today an issue of serious 
consideration in the Vietnamese society. Abortions are 
legal, and the number has sharply increased during the 
last years. There · are many ~t~~sons for this. One reason 
is the inadequate education on the biology and psychology 
of reproduction and sexuality. Many courses have been 
held for young people on these topics, but they seem to 
be made in a mechanical way and have little results. At 
the same time, erotic culture is over-flowing cities and 
even rural areas, threatening to destroy traditional 
sexual morals and practices. 

3. The custom of early marri a g es and to have a child soo n 
a fter marriage 

The traditional custom of early marriages was almost 
wiped out during the war times, in cities as well as in 
rural areas. In 1989 the average age at marriage for 
Vietnamese men was 24,5 .and for women 23,2' - these 
.figures are typical for the situation in many other 
South-East Asian countries. We find however a tendency 
among many women, especially in rural areas, to marry at 
a very early age and have children soon after marriage. 
In a survey in 1992 in Thai Binh province, for example, 
we found that one fifth of the women had their second 
child before 22 -years of age. There is a deeply rooted 
concept that a woman must prove her fertility as soon as 
possible - if she is not preganant one year after 
marriage, the couple will look for some medicines or go 
to pagodas or temples to pray for a child. 

4. Lonely women and unmarried mot hers 

One of the consequences of the long years of war is the 
social problem of many lonely women and unmarried 
mothers, which is deeply affecting society and culture. 
The Government has done quite a lot to assist these women 
through legislation and social policies, e g to help them 
in getti~g a flat or own a house, to give the same 
support to children of unmarried mothers as to other 
children, etc. However, .. public opinion does not easily 
accept unmarried mothers, and both the mother and the 
child may suffer from this and of the difficulties to 
educated the child without a father. There is also the 
problem that many unmarried mothers with only one girl 
may wish to get a second child, hoping to have a boy. 

J 
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In short, we believe that family life and population 
education has a positive and me~ningful role to play in 
the -Vietnamese society today. t However, there are social 
and cultural problems, which require a sensitive approach 
and a unity of ethics, psychology and legislation. 

Methods and forms of education 

Already in 1980, population and family life education was 
introduced on a small scale among pre-school children in 
day care centers and among school children up to the age 
of 18, using pictures and books and in talks with the 
children. Out-of school ybut~, university students, 
vocational school students/: y~:ung peasants and young 
workers are reached through newspapers and booklets, 
dealing with topics on love, marriage, family life but 
only little sex education. We hold meetings in youth 
clubs to discuss family life problems, but such meetings 
rarely reach beyond the citites and towns, and they don't 
leave much room for more intimate talks person to person 
or in small groups. Pub l ic education through mass media -
radio, TV, communal loudspeakers, newspapers, posters, 
etc - ·is very much used and reaches all ages. However, it 
is difficult to know ~ow effective this form of education 
really is. ~ 

We have a spe~ial form of education for all ages in 
villages, carried out by mobile education teams. They 
perform shows with songs and pieces of theatre, they show 
posters and pictures. This is an attrac t ive form of edu­
cation, but difficult to perform regularly and widely. 

The authorities try to promote family life education 
through all mass organisations at grass root level, but 
in fact it is only the Vietnamese Women's Union at 
province, district and commune level that is actively 
implementing this programme. And of course they reach 
mainly the women, and not the men. During recent years, 
even the work of the Women's Union in family life 
education seems to go down and be taken over by 
administrative levels, reducing the "education" to 
commands and economic fines. 

To raise the conciousness and knowledge of each man and 
woman and to improve the quality of family life in a 
volontary spirit, remains an urgent task for family life 
and population education in Vietnam. 

Note: The figures in this speech are taken from the 
document from the Conference op Population and Family 
PI o..y,r, i ..,_tJ- , H~ 0 ,· I" q 0 1 Q.JY\ cl_ -3 t,.,,__rv e_'t 5- ~ Tl-i.~/ '?cn'vi h 
11:10.'1 
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Lindo and Dauid Blair, 
co-directors ofAFSC 

.programs in Vietnam, 
writ£ about AFSC's 
support for Vietnamese 
deuelopm.en,t projects in 
that coun.try's northern 
provinces of Thanh Hoa 
and.Son La. 

. Linda writes: My recent 
trip to Thanh Hoa was 
during the harvest 
season. The hardtop 
road }V8S strewn with 
rice straw, with folk 
threshing and winnow­
ing an arm's length from 
the car windows. Farm-

'-~Letter froin ,:, ·.· :)~
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Sea water u evaporated to provide •alt in Thanh Hoa · 
Province. AFSC photo: Roger Rumpf 
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as they djd last year, or 
the family.may eat the 
inside of the banana 
trunk. 

Last year we gave rice 
to tty to ~elp people over 
the hungry season. This 
year we're experimenting 
with an agroforestcy · 
project, planting some 
tree species (tung, coffee, 
longan) that will one day 
yield a good cash income 
along with the cassava, 
corn, and upland rice that 
people· must eat this 

:year.... This may prove a 
way for farmers to ~ 
their land more _produc­

tively, to shorten ·the ti.me of theers, wading chest-deep in the fields, One of our ~ew projects in the 
hungry season.- .were towing small "basket boats" to town of Cam Thuy is an irrigation 

load with rice. ' pwnping station to improve the The scene from the porch is 
We have been involved in many water supply to the rice paddies for idyllic, but I am learning to look 

new activities. Another pumping a better yield. Construction of the behind appearance and to know 
better. The promise is there. How­station is underway at Hai Linh, to station is moving along smoothly. 
ever, the next few months will bebenefit about 1,000 poor farming Meanwhile Dr. Ke, our veterinar­
hand-to-mouth at best.ian, is goipg to C8:fll Thuy to collect 

data on our pig vaccination projects. Vietnam is still at war. The U.S. 
trade embargo on aid to Vietnam,Our best to you. 
which denies Vietnam access to the 
World Bank and the InternationalDavid Blair writes about his Pi.sit to 
Monetary.Fund, is a form of eco­a village in northwest Vietnam: 

... This trip began yesterday, rune nomic warfare. A favorite question 
hours in a jeep to Son La town. . to an ~erican, "When will the 
Three hours more this morning, embargo end? When will relations 
and now this four-hour trip up the be normalized?" 

The di.ke in Thanh Hoa Province waa Da River to rea..ch the village where The Vietnamese keep going, 
broadened and new ,tone work laid last year we helped to rebuild a hoping for the end of the embargo,
al sides, a project that made use of 

dam washed away by floods. The and yet changing and growing in
revolving UXR& funm. AFSC photo: 

dam supplies water to irrigate the spite of it. !'have admired the graceLady Borton 
paddy rice, and we've also built a ' of the Vietnamese, their sense of 

balance, the way they ride so· effort­families by enabling them to :irrigate drinking.water system that sup­
their second crop of paddy rice. plies clean water through pipes and lessly on the back of a bike, perched 
- w.,, h.wve arranged for Vietnamese cement storage tanks. sidesaddle, holding on to nothing. I 
project holders·to _get training in As I sit on the porch ofour host's have the feeling they're going to 
designing and operating revolving house I look oµt over the thatch keep their balance through these 
loan _funds. Families rep~y their roofs below to the green of the .,, hard times, too. · 
loans into a fund held by the paddies. Full of seedlings, they 

' . 

Women's Union or commune which promise food in abundance. But 
then lends the sum out to other last year the rice was higher at this . 
families. We have organized more of time. The farmers tried a new, high 
our donations along this line so that yield variety of paddy. The seed­
benefits accrue to the community lings died in the cold.of January. 
year after year. We are doing two , They've replanted, and no one 
saltpan repair projects with revolv­ knows what to expect. 
ing funds (repairing dikes that let in In any case the hungry season, 
sea water for evaporation into salt), the time before the harvest, has . 
and financing 50 fishing families come again, as it does every year. A 
who want to buy nylon, looms and little girl grates cassava on the 
weights to make -fishnets to sell. porch of the house below. Cassava 

Another revolving loan fund has become the staple food. Per- 159 
project which we will begin this fall haps next month her parents will · 7 

,:,. ,..k.,...;TT"\n .,..~icinrT · have to P:o to the forest to dig roots 
Three Hmong girls enrolled al 
the new school AFSC ha.a built. 
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COMMUN!CP1l ION SUPPOHT FOR IMPROVEMENf Of- 1-ILALJH CARE 
AND ~Jl(JLL'.:i ,OH PRE-MAHJ Hll FF.MAI.E YOUTHS IN VIETNAM ·. 

T. BACKGROUN0 ANO JUST ff rcATIONS 

1. At '....01-ding to r-e,si_l} t'::·. of the 1989 N,:;.t1onE<.! C:en su c. , f e;r;,;. J !? 

; / Cr l \ t I i ~~ {_i ( '.) j =l rl M rn (r=.gE·d 1•1 t,:, 7cl) L:,l.;:,1)1;:·d to l Cl, _307 .• 0()(1 who 

ac.c.erur,i... ·for ~0.1-::.:.,: :.:ii tht· c ,_itaJ riumbet- c.d yal.1.ths cd these age 
g1-c..1L1ps. fen!ale /ouths.- ,31-e dj•.·1ded into ti,.10 mc1in "t,:1.1-·get categories, 
l•c.~mPl'/, thP pr·E·-·mcwitr.<1 (aged 1.'.l to J.8) cind the post-mai-it,.·d g,-oup. 
Cur-i-er,tiy, the,-e a,-e 3,500_,ooo female }'Ollths at pr-e-ma,-iti:\l -:1ge, 
and approximately 50,000 young couples, or 25,000 female youths, 
ente,- th,2jt- fami]>· lif'2 eVETY yea,r. This coristitutes c1 ver· y 

impo1-.tc<.nt c1udience gi-oup which bear-s a strategic significance in 
the forrn-.ll.3tion of new gen!=Tation!::- fot- the nation. This is the 
sector that possesses rather high educational attainment~ physical 
strength and a rapid apprehensioh of new ideas for being in the 
vanguard in all social activities in the community. On the other 
har,d~ with their congenital functior, , fernc1le yotd:hs will become 
wi~es and mothers of future children whose dignity mainly depends 
on ,·:. r,c.,wledge c1nd educational methods applied b:r the m8thers. 

However, duE to a r:umbe,.. of both objE?ctive and sub_1ect.1.ve 
causes, a pt-opor-tion of female youths~ espec i,;,. J l y those of pre­
1T1cff i t.;d age: ( f rrnr, 14 to 28 years o1 d) have shown the i ol lowing 
worr-i somE- signs: 

a) On heal th st,3tus: The overwhelming m,3jor.:i ty of 
adolescent girls has inadequate educc1tion on h~ma~ body and gender 
developme-nt~ i=lnd se~ educcition new c1wareness on rit-otect.ion cif the.ir 
hE-'cdth and be<:'luf:.f. Gener-a:i~y~ the ,3ve1-age> height of \/jetni<rn!=·-=--<:? 
women does. nc1t e·,:c..eed 1.~,3 1,i, c=tnd the ,:1.·,.•er-,:1ge ior their weight 1s. 

under 45 ktj~ Among them, 70% do not have adequate knowledge on 
woman menstru~l sarnt~tion, Tl1E' problem o-f school c1,-op-c11..1t• js 
particularly serious w.1.th . ever increasing number of girls leaving 
their schools in 1- 1_11-a l and moLmtainous areas. 

b) , The Wc\}'S of life cmd habits followed b~1 ,=.. proportlon of 
female youths ar-e also worr~some. The number of pregnancy 
ter-minations ar,,._,;1g pre-mar-i ta] youths ~la!:':. f\.11-ther- inc,-eased. 
According to figures recorded at the Hanoi He~ 1 th Center alone, 
ther-e WE:TE:'- up to :?,5~289 pr"E·gna.nc 7· ter-minations in the- first half

J of 1992, amm,g thesE tases, sen: wer-e for adolescent girJs, and 40~1: 
of the latter case~ were girls who had the fir-st abor~ion at their 
school agE' (14 to 18 /e,:1.1•·s old). It· s nciticeable ths:1t tt-,is 
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in,.:::r-edsing nu.mt.er of pregnancy tennination c,3ses has i-i::>su l ted in 
serious consequences to the he~lth · of fe,na. le youths ~nd th~ 
educational wor~ for some 3.5 million pre-marital adolescents. 

c) · A segment of gr-01_;in ·-1_1_p gi1· l-=- , dui::· to la.cl·, of cedeql1cct:.1:? 
knowl~dge as a result of inadequate education , h~ve resorted to a 
car-1:=:· les:- a.,;d ,-eek. less life "1hich ha.sled therr, to incr-easing drug 
abu~e, injected drug addiction and prostitution. This constitutes 
ct lh1··ea t to the hea. l th, drug ,3bu.':ie c0nd A~ OS cont red education 
efforts currently ~arried oul by the nation. 

•':..1• 

2. Vietna m Youth Union is th~ -i~rgest organi~ation of Vietnamese 
youth which possesses a well-coordin ~ted oper~tion~J sy~tem from 
cent,-cd down to g1·f\ss--root:s ]eveJ .,.,ith thE· i-espcinsibj_lit ·;• of 
educ~ting over ~O million youths from 14 to 28 years of age. Among 
thes-=:·, sc-'me ;:",.:; million female ::,-01..1ths .:\i-\:? i:lt •Tic:'<1-rj_EHJE' age (1~1 to 
18 ·l ecu- s old) . 

T he Population- He alth-Environment Educa tion Center is a unit 
of Vietnam -Youth Union responsible for being a standing member of 
the National Council of Female Youths ~hich is entirely devoted to 
researches, counselling and development of experimental models for 
solutions to issues relating to ed~cation and rights of Vietnamese 
female / ouths. 

At present, Vietnam Youth Union is considered as a prestigious 
organization for having conducted for the v arious youth audience 
groups appropriate activities such as the Movement for Achievement 
of the three Population-Health--Envi,-onment Objectives, and 
particularly, education for female y ouths as a means to provide 
thE>m knowledge on friendship, 1ov~, marriage and family life, 
family planning, healthy and safe sex and AIDS control, initiatives 
in leading family life and child care. 

In spite of its initial efforts , Vietnam Youth Union =.-til 1 
does not have adequate necessary conditions to meet with the needs 
and e~pectations of female youths in upgrading their knowledge on 
gender and health care. The main obstacle to this problem might be 
lack of experience and necessar-y material basis for IEC activities~ 
particularly, the setting up of an appropriate intervention model 
for ever-;· specific group of audience. Therefore. Vietnam Youth 
Union would like to as~; external donors for a pilot project on 
''Communication Support for Improvement of Heal th Care Know] edge and 
Skills for Females Adolescents in Vietnam" e)(c]usivel}' for female 
adolescents. 

II. PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
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1. l..ong ·-term Objectives: 

Tc, h.,.ve· ini°p,-ovis>d l·.now] P.dge gE-nder ,::ind he,;, J th C .,-11-1? 

capacities.ior fem~le 1ouths pr !o·-rnc1i- it c< J .,.qe ( 14 t_c, '18 

·,1 e.:11- s old) . 

2. Short-term -Objectives: 

To ha-...,.e g,::ijned re}P-\o'-c<n+: ~n,:1 r~·l.i0t-.J1::· d~t.::; rm ~ctu-=•1 
~nowl~dge and needs oi pre-marjtaJ fem~le youths on gender and 

To ha•.1e jdentiiied ,:1.pp1··c,p1-i~1t.P IET 11'•!?!:•:::•ciQE'S bi'\se>d or) 

su1-·v'e:: q,•::,u}ts to lf•Fet 1,iith c1t1d:i2nc!?'s needs and distributed 
communicatjon materials for improvement of ~nowledge on gender 
~nd health care for pre-marital female youths. 

To h.71ve set up three (3) Clubs of Young Girls, on'?. in 
Hai Phong~ one in Hai Hung province and t~e third one in Ho 
Chi Minh City as a pilot model ior fema]e youths in the whole 
country at a later stage, in order to disseminate educational 
messages to the young girls. 

Ill. PROJECT ACTIVITIES 

l. Cqnducting of a survey and a workshop for data reflecting the 
status and ~ctual needs of pre-marital female youths with regards 
to knowledg~ on gender, se~ education and health care . The survey 
wi 11 be conducted in Hai Phong , Ho Chi Minh City and Hai Ht1ng 
pt-c,vince· with 600 questionnaires which will be proce:'sed and 
anal yzed as basis for an overall report. 

2. Development of appropriate educational commun i cation messages 
for the tar-get audience groups bas,ed on surve>· results. The 
mes!::.,ages lAli 1 l be compiled into "a manua .l '' -for female youths. 

3. Development of c:1n instruction mar11.1al for activities to 
conducted at Clubs of .Young Girli and the manual will be provided 
to Youth Union cadres at different levels for actions. 

~. Setting up of three (3) Clubs of Young Girls, in Hai Phong, 
Ho Chi Minh City and Hai Hung province, as a means for 
dissemination of gender, sex, health care education messages and 
household work skills to young girls. After project termination, 
this model is hoped to be replicated in the whole country (a Club 
of Young Girls to be set up in every district in Vietnam). 

IV. SUMMARY OF PROJECT BUDGET 

4 
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I . 

1 • .t Deve 1oprnen t c,i SL1rvP.y questi onn?.j re·s 

I .2 Wor~shop on questionnaire uti]iz~~1on 
and survey skills for interviewers 

1.3 Actual surve1 condvcted in Hai Phong. 
Ho Chi Minh City and Hai Hung pr~vinc~. 

1.4 Wor~shop on surve~ ~e$ults
•: . .'• .. ,.... 

1.5 Preparation and distributi8n of 
survey overall report 

Activity · No. 2: Development of gender and health care 
educc1.tion _messages, pr-inting and 
distribution of materials to female 
)'0\.1ths 

2.1 Development of communication materials 
on gender, sex and health care education, 
household wo~k performance skills 

2.2 Wbi-kshc,p on rnaterial· contents 

2.3 TfanslBtion of ~ommunication materials 
to English for submission to SIDA 

2.3 Pilot production 61_ 5,000 manuals 
(US$ 0.5 x 5,000 copies) 

Activity No. 3: Development of instruction manual 
for Club's activities. 

3.1 Material development and conducting of 
workshop for approval of manual contents 

3.2 Pilot production of 2,000 copies 
(US$ 0.5 x 2,000 copies) 

US't ':'i0() 

1 ~ ()00 

j .80() 

7()() 

US$ 4,500 

US$ 1.500 

l,C>OO 

1,000 

2,500 

US$ 6,000 

US$ 500 

USS 1,500 

u. 

5 

500 
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Ar:-tjvjly No. ~: S t:· t ting 1.1µ c•f tt-.r·et=- ( .3) Clubs of 
Young Girls ( in Ha i Phong, Ho Chi Minh City 
,;.nd ttgf,tf"~ ,,n:.1·; in c,~ ) 

4.1 A 4- day tr~i n~ ng for 30 ~e y cadres of Ha Phong~ 
Ho Chi Minh C:i t y arid Hq.hJ:t~ ~wovi ncE:' on planning, 
organi~ation and management of Clubs of 
'r'O\..lnQ Gi r 1 s 
( US$ 10 x 30 ~ 4 days) US!. l,600 

q,2 Three 4-dav workshops for 150 pa r ticipants 
each at the three sele~ted sites on 
gen der, se-~ £\nd t-.E,a 

0

1fi=( cc:1re topics. and 
household wor~ performance s~ills 
(USS 5 ~SO~ 4 days) 1~000 

Total for three workshops 

US$ 3 .• 000 

4.3 P r o v ision of communication facilities 
for three pilot clubs (video , audio cassette 
r ecorder~ communication materials ... ) 
Estimated e x penditure per club;US$ 1,000 

Total expenditure for three clubs: 3 ~00(1 

~.4 Finan c i~l support per club for a social 
ma-keting shop and also a counselling center 
providing means f or safe sex in order to 
avoid getting AIDS. This helps to enhanc~ 
communitation effectiveness within 
club members in th~ communitv. 
Estimated expenditure per _club: USS 1,000 

Total expenditure for three clubs; 3~000 

Activity Nci. 5: , T~avel and subsistence for staff 
invoived in regular monitoring and 
assessment missions, and project 
termination e valuation. 
Estimated cost: USS 3,000. 

5.1 Regular field trips: US$ 500 

5.2 Project Evalu~tion Meeting: 500 

5.3 Preparation of evaluation report: 500 

5.4 Stationery and printing costs: 1,000 
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5.5 Miscs!laneous; 30(1 

US$ 3 ,<)00 

GRAND TOTAL FOR 5 ACTIV[TJES: 25,600 

(US Dollar twenty five thousand and six hundred) 

... . 

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION MECHANISM 

7 L65. 
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