
Alberto:	00:00	Everything's great and I know it will get better. It will just get better. I'll get better and it's gonna make me forget everything I went through and I know I'm gonna achieve my goals. I know people here are going to help me to do it. 
Liesel Reinhart:	00:17	We're so glad that you're still joining us over the summer, wherever you may be, at the beach, in the mountains, or just jamming on Netflix. We're glad that you found a couple of minutes to still join us for this podcast, this special summer series that we're bringing to you to get to better know some of your students and come back refreshed and ready for another great year in the fall. Enjoy the Summer Magic Mountie Podcast. 
Liesel Reinhart:	00:43	Hey, no surprise, it's your regular co-hosts here, Liesel Reinhart ... 
Christina Barsi:	00:43	And Christina Barsi-
Liesel Reinhart:	00:49	One of our best episodes that we had this past spring, probably one of our most listened to, was our visit with Sonia Nazario, and talking about how to support dream students. 
Liesel Reinhart:	00:59	We're really excited today because we're actually going to hear from some dream students and meet some of these amazing young people who are just making a go of life here in the United States against the odds and some of the wonderful people who support them in the Mt. SAC DREAM program, so stay tuned. 
Speaker 4:	01:20	Just for privacy purposes, I have decided to not say my name, and I've been here at Mt. SAC for two years and I'm about to start my third year. For me, this program means a lot of support. This is a program where when I transferred from high school to college, it was hard for me. It was hard for me because I was undocumented. Not a lot of people knew what it meant to be undocumented. That caused me many times to feel out of place, to feel alone, to feel like I was not understood. 
Speaker 4:	01:49	However, when I came to Mt. SAC and I met Elmer, and I met the staff here from the DREAM program, I realized I was not alone. I realized that I was in a place where I can feel supported, that I can feel most importantly safe. It's really hard for us undocumented students to find a place to feel that we're gonna be protected, no matter what.
Speaker 4:	02:13	For me, this is my place, this is like my home. I get to come here every single day. I'm not scared. I'm not scared of being judged, I'm not scared of being ... just, I'm not scared. When I'm here I feel protected and I'm feeling safe. So for me this is my home. 
Alberto:	02:32	I feel like the program gives us so much support. It helps us to continue on our path to a higher education, and a lot of us don't really get encouraged by our parents or our family to continue with our education, so we kind of have to do it on our own. But we found a family here with the program. Everybody that works here is really friendly, and they're here for us. They're always supporting us and pushing us. They're just great people. They really are. 
Elmer Rodriguez:	03:00	My name is Elmer Rodriguez and I am the coordinator of the DREAM program here at Mt. SAC. I've been here in this position now for, 3 years, but I've been at Mt. SAC now for 13 years. I've worked in various areas, so to me, being in this position is amazing because I love doing what I do. You know, supporting the students that I support. We have about 4,000 DREAMERS here in Mt. SAC. We're one of the largest populations, we have one of the largest populations. That's almost equivalent to the UC system, across the system that they have 4,000 students. 
Sagrario:	03:39	My name is Sagrario and I got involved because I heard this was a good program for DREAMERS. I, myself, I am a DREAMER, and it's very hard to find a program that actually connects with you and helps you. When I found out about this, I was really happy, and once I came to this it was amazing. I didn't really expect the help that they give me and everything that they provide for me. 
Daniel:	04:04	My name is Daniel, and I got involved through my high school. I applied for a scholarship that eventually led for me to be introduced to the DREAM program, and it was just an amazing opportunity to find all these resources. I really got it, a specific support system that's provided for DREAMERS, especially with our very specific circumstances, it helps us get involved and helps us get on a path to move ahead and always move forward even though the circumstances that we have may not always be perfect, we always continue to move forward. I feel like it was important to be involved in this program, and just in the political activism that's going on. 
Sagrario:	04:35	Yeah, they also provided us with a lawyer, and they were able to help us with our DACA renewal. They actually did it for us. I think they actually paid for our fee because it is I think like $500 per the thing. So for all of us, that's pretty expensive, especially if we're not working and we come from low income, that's hard.
Daniel:	04:58	The DREAM program has done an amazing job and they're doing everything that they can to help us. Also, we can't keep complacent, we have to keep moving forward in order to support our campus, and not just for DREAMERS but in every single marginalized group and community. Because this is for us to stand together and it's important to advocate for diversity. 
Daniel:	05:15	So often times, when things happen in the news, or when certain events happen, DREAM often puts on marches and rallies here on campus especially by the clock tower. We always bring out support, especially we have such support in our faculty with the English department as well as other professors that always come out and support the students. So that's something that we do here at Mt. SAC. That always really helps our DREAMERS. 
Sagrario:	05:39	I did hear of some of them, and I did went to a march that had to do with the DREAMERS. We went to go protest. I never thought myself doing that, but as I was there, I felt like if it's part of my community, it's something that I have to do. It felt amazing that I had the same support and support of the people and the teachers and the faculty, it's just amazing feeling that I have, that support.
Speaker 4:	06:01	I came to the United States when I was only 7 years old. My parents, we grew up in a small pueblo in Atoyac Jalisco. I come from an agriculture family so, I was always surrounded by a farm and animals and everything. For me, as a little girl, that was my happiness, being surrounded by my family was everything for me. 
Speaker 4:	06:24	My dad decided to come to the United States because his job that he had over there had completely crashed. He had no money, there was a time in our lives that we didn't have enough money to eat. I didn't really understand, but all I remember is eating beans and rice. For me, I love beans and rice, and for me, I love it I had no problems, but even though I was 5 years old I was able to see the struggle. I was still getting affected by it. 
Speaker 4:	06:53	My dad came here to the United States, and we were separated for two years. During those two years, my brother and I fell into a really bad depression. We were scared of everything, we were afraid of everything because we missed our dad. We missed being as a family. I was really close to my dad. That was when my mom decided the best thing for us as a family is to immigrate. 
Speaker 4:	07:16	Again, we came because of opportunities. Opportunities that we had where we lived, we knew that it was going to be hard for us to make it, for us to become successful. We came here, 7 years old, I remember the struggle. I really struggled learning the language. It was the thing, adapting to a new culture, adapting to a new environment, it was completely hard. I had the support of my family which was everything. I had really encouraging teachers at that time who were constantly helping me and motivating me to continue on no matter what. 
Speaker 4:	07:51	I didn't really understood what it meant. I knew I was undocumented my whole life, I knew I was not born here, but I didn't really understand what it meant. Until I got to high school. When I was in high school I was part of the AVID program. So in the AVID program, my teacher would, as an assignment for us, was to apply for scholarships. That was when I read the whole word US citizen. For me, I was like, oh what does that mean? Until he told me, basically people who are born here. I'm like, oh well actually I can't apply. That was when it hit me, I had a lot of people through out those years telling me why are you working so hard? Why are you in honor classes? Why are you in AP classes if you're not going to be able to go to college? 
Speaker 4:	08:33	I had a lot of discouragement. I had a lot of encouragement, there was a lot of stereotypes out there, again because I'm a woman, a woman of color, a first generation. A DREAMER, an immigrant. That was really hard but I still worked really hard. I had encouraging teachers that motivated me to continue moving forward. 
Speaker 4:	08:52	So actually, the reason why I ended up here at Mt. SAC, I always call it fate, like it's fate. It's destiny, I guess you can call it. I worked, again, during high school I was part of a lot of programs because I wanted to make my parents proud. I wanted to let my parents know that the sacrifice to coming to the United States was worth it. That's what I wanted to do, and what better way to pay my parents then for their daughter to get an education, something that they've wanted for me since I was a little girl. 
Speaker 4:	09:23	I got accepted to a lot of, not a lot, but a number of colleges and universities. One of them was actually Cal Poly Pomona. At that time, I was a math major, so I was like perfect! Something happened in between that, I realized I couldn't afford Cal Poly. I do not get FASFA, I get the California DREAM Act, that's really helpful but it's not enough. 
Speaker 4:	09:48	I didn't want my parents to, because my dad is the only one that works, I didn't want my dad to have pressure in him. Like him feeling like he had to when I knew that it was not possible. He was the only one that worked and I knew that it was not possible, so I was like, you know what, it's fine. 
Speaker 4:	10:04	I was doing everything for Cal Poly, submitting every single form, and then I applied for the DREAM US National Scholarship and I actually became a recipient of that scholarship. So the DREAM US Scholarship is a national scholarship for DREAMERS. This scholarship it's worth if you transfer from high school to college, it's up to like $25,000-
Liesel Reinhart:	10:26	Wow!
Speaker 4:	10:26	Yeah, it's amazing. And if we transfer from high school to community college, it's like up to $14,500. So that's a lot of money. When I became a recipient of that, I'm like wow, what am I going to do now? Do I leave the scholarship? Do I not? I was in conflict because I worked so hard for it. I worked so hard for the scholarship and so hard to get into Cal Poly that I'm like, what do I want to do? There was times in my head that I'm like, should I just leave the scholarship and not even accept it? But, I mean, come on now, right? 
Speaker 4:	10:56	At that time, again, I wasn't thinking clearly. But what pushed me to come to Mt. SAC was the fact that when I read that I was a recipient of the DREAM US scholarship, I got a call from the DREAM program. They told me, I just want to let you know that you have been accepted to the DREAM program. For me, that was like, a sign. So at the same time that I was reading the email, I'm like, okay, I think it's Mt. SAC. 
Speaker 4:	11:20	Because the DREAM US scholarship is not a scholarship that not a lot of colleges get, it's just for certain colleges, so Mt. SAC happens to be a partner college, so that's one of the reasons that pushed me here. I always say it's destiny, it's part of God wanting me here, and honestly I am glad that I'm here. I wouldn't change a single thing. Now that I'm about to transfer, not about to transfer, but I'm applying to transfer, now I'm like, I don't want to leave Mt. SAC, but it's part of the journey and it's part of the growth. I'm really happy about my decisions that I've taken so far. 
Alberto:	11:53	My name is Alberto and I'm a math major. I actually I was born in Guanajuato. I was born in poverty. I lived in a family that had many struggles, we had many difficulties and it was very hard. When my dad passed away, he passed away here. That allowed me to come here to the United States at the age of 16. I've been here about 8 years now. I was able to get a visa to come to his funeral, and I just didn't go back. 
Alberto:	12:22	Actually when the lady, when I went to apply for it, the lady told me that she shouldn't give it to me, but that she couldn't not let me see my father for the last time, so she kind of broke the rule. She knows she broke the law to allow me to come here. 
Alberto:	12:40	I graduated after 3 years, I was going to night school, I was going to continuation school to get more credits and be able to graduate. I started working after the first month that I got here. I started working, I've never stopped working. I actually work at liquor stores, but I've done everything. I've worked at a warehouse, I've worked as a forklift driver, I've worked in construction. I've worked doing everything. 
Alberto:	13:05	After high school, I was going through a lot of struggles, so I decided to take a little break. I planned to take a year break, but that became three years. I finally found the motivation to come back to school. Then just all the encouragement that they've given me here, here at the DREAM program. The professors that I've had, they're the best. 
Alberto:	13:27	For some reason, everything that's happening to me right now, it's really encouraging me to continue. I had many, what do you call them, mental breakdowns, because of everything that happened to me in the past, all the bad things that people tried to do to me. Just all the bad experiences. The people here really make me forget all those things and influence me into wanting to continue and to become a better person. 
Alberto:	13:56	I owe this college a lot, the DREAM program, everybody here has helped me so much. I'm just so happy about it. 
Alberto:	14:03	I have a lot of high expectations for myself. I see myself maybe at a university going for my masters, having a good job where I get paid good money, where I can help my family a little more. I know it's going to happen. I always push myself and all these people that I found now are helping me. They're so important in my life right now. I just feel it's going to happen. I have that feeling, it's going to happen and it will. I'm so happy about it to be honest. 
Christina Barsi:	14:34	How would you say, that you approach instilling hope? 
Elmer Rodriguez:	14:38	I think one of the things is first listening to our students and really building that trust. It is very hard for a student to trust because they have been let down, many times. So, for us, once we build these relationships, we maintain these relationships by having different activities, by really connecting, and not just at the surface level, but going a little bit deeper. I think that's the reason why our students always respond to what we do, whether it's an activity or event, we always have a full house because they know at the end of the day, we are doing it for them. 
Elmer Rodriguez:	15:16	We always tell them it's very challenging what they are going through. For us, here, we always say that we want to take care of them here, as much as we can. Although, outside of here we don't have a lot of control, within the college we do. That means making sure that programs on campus understand that if a student is pursuing nursing, they can, legally they're able to. Being aware. 
Elmer Rodriguez:	15:40	This summer we're going to have an actual event where all the programs that provide a license will be meeting with them to let them know that there is a law that protects our students. All it is, is information, being informed. Because once we're all informed then we can provide a better service. 
Elmer Rodriguez:	15:56	Our students are just like anybody else, they're not taking anything away from anyone, they're just students who deserve to receive an education, just like anybody else. By assisting them with creating an atmosphere where they could thrive and in the end they will come back and support society in many different ways. 
Christina Barsi:	16:14	What's the best way that people can get involved? 
Elmer Rodriguez:	16:17	More than ever we do need support. Like I said, there's tough times out there right now. Just visiting, stopping by and saying hi, even that goes really far. Five minutes out of the schedule to stop by and say hi can make a difference. So in anyway possible.
Speaker 4:	16:34	They have helped me so much, in so many ways. They believed in me more than I believe in myself at times. There was times that I was listening too much to what other people had to say about me. But other people, like that idea that people had about immigrant students, but I came here and they told me you're the writer of your own story, you get to decide, they don't choose for you. You have to fight, and I know you will. Elmer has definitely shaped me into the person that I am today. He has allowed me to become more comfortable with my situation. All his words of encouragement and support and motivation have helped me to realize that my status does not define who I am. 
Liesel Reinhart:	17:21	Hey! Thanks so much for joining us for the Magic Mountie Podcast. We love your likes, we love your shares and we love your comments, so please engage with our community, download from wherever you love to get your podcasts, iTunes, Google, Rate my Professor, we're there. We want you to be back with us next week, remember, any opinions that are expressed in this podcast do not necessarily represent Mount San Antonio college or any of its agents. We'll see you next time. 

