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Bill Scroggins:	Statistics show high school attendance is a lot higher if students have that kind of experience. More kids going to college, that's the goal.
Liesel:	Welcome to the Magic Mountie Podcast. This is a podcast that's dedicated to helping faculty and other college employees as they try and navigate the challenging fabric of serving students, especially at Mt. San Antonio College. But everyone's welcome.
Christina:	Christina here. Today we have a fun little episode that features Mt. SAC's very own President Bill Scroggins. Hear what he has to say about his plans for Mt. SAC's early college high school, and learn more about what a first hand experience at this school is like as Liesel interviews one of their very special students, Jaythan. Enjoy.
Liesel:	We have a student here who actually attends early college high school and we wanted to learn a little bit more about this program that Mt. SAC's been doing for, gosh, just over a year now. So why don't you introduce yourself and tell us what your experience is with early college high school?
Jaythan:	So, my name is Jaythan Sanpat and I'm a student at Mt. SAC Early College Academy. Early College high school is really just a group of students who aren't necessarily the most academic, but they all want to work towards a common goal which would be going to college. So the cool thing about our school is, there's so much support for all the students. It's ridiculously hard to fail. It's like almost impossible, and you don't have to take every single class offered, so you can maybe only walk away with 20 to 30 units, but that's still a lot of money that you're saving.
Jaythan:	My goal is to graduate with my Associate's Degree, which would be 50 units, or 60 units actually. To do that, I'm going to have to take a lot more classes, but you don't necessarily have to do that, and it's also a group of students who are more motivated and are more sharply focused at achieving the goal of graduating college.
Liesel:	How did you find out about it? So, you know, what was your first thought when you heard about this opportunity?
Jaythan:	Well the first thing I thought was, wow, that sounds fun. College and high school? But I thought about it more, and it's not only about the college and the high school, it's also a smaller community all working together towards a common goal, which is really a powerful thing.
Bill Scroggins:	I'm Bill Scroggins, President of Mt. San Antonio College.
Jaythan:	So, I'm a student at Mt. SAC Early College Academy, and I wanna know what your goal from opening that school is.
Bill Scroggins:	More access to college pathways for students in high schools, particularly to integrate the high school curriculum and the college curriculum.
Jaythan:	So do you plan on opening any more early college academies?
Bill Scroggins:	Yes. I'm working on one right now at Bassett School District.
Jaythan:	Nice. And how many students are you hoping to get from this project?
Bill Scroggins:	80 to 100 in each year cohort when we're at maximum capacity.
Jaythan:	Sounds great. It was really nice to meet you, and I hope you have a wonderful day.
Bill Scroggins:	Thank you.
Liesel:	What's it like there?
Jaythan:	So the school's about ten minutes away from here. It's not too far. It's on an elementary school campus, so it's a little small, but the amount of students is small, so it's, I think, the perfect size for a campus.
Liesel:	How many?
Jaythan:	Right now there's only 59, but in the end there should be around 400 students to 500.
Liesel:	So do you have like dances? Like what's the campus life like? It's high school still. Do you have sports teams? How does that work?
Jaythan:	So, we don't have any sports teams because we're an academic-focused school. But we do have dances. I'm actually in the leadership. We're working on a Spring Formal right now and that's gonna be fun. And we do do events like movie nights, and we do house competitions, which I don't know if you've ever seen Harry Potter, but it's basically we're all in our own houses, and we compete and play fun little almost Minute to Win It style games. The houses are grouped not by class, so you don't have like the freshmen versus the sophomores. It's a group of all students, so there's that camaraderie between all the students.
Liesel:	Was there literally a sorting hat?
Jaythan:	No, there was not a sorting hat, but I hope next year we will have one.
Liesel:	Tell me a little bit about which courses are available to you as a student there. Do you have access to all of our courses, or is it more limited?
Jaythan:	So we don't have access to all the courses. We have to be taking the IGETC courses, which are basically transferrable to any sort of college. Another way to get college credits is through an AP program, but with an AP program you have to take a test and if you don't do well on that test, you won't be able to get the credits.
Jaythan:	They pick and choose the classes that we can take, but they are picking classes that are interesting to us. Like next year we're gonna be taking the history of rock and roll and anthropology, which are interesting courses. And we're also going to be offered language classes, so I'm taking Spanish. I'm not 100% sure on what else is going to be offered, but there's talk of Japanese, French and Spanish, obviously.
Liesel:	That's really cool. So you're going to have speech. That's my discipline.
Jaythan:	Yes. We are going to have lots of speech classes. I'm actually thinking about becoming a communications major myself.
Liesel:	Well, we'll have to talk more. So, tell me about this project you're doing where you've actually started a podcast. So how did that come about?
Jaythan:	So, I like podcasts. I put them on while I'm editing stuff or working on music because, you know, they make me feel a lot less lonely and they also teach me stuff, which I find interesting. So I wanted to kind of create my own podcast at my school where I can inform students about things that are happening, but also entertain them.
Liesel:	Really cool. And are you the only one doing it, or do you have other people helping you?
Jaythan:	We have a group of about 5 right now. And since the school's kind of small, that's like almost 10% of our entire school.
Liesel:	And what platform do you use for people to listen to it?
Jaythan:	We use YouTube right now, but we will definitely try to figure out how to get our podcasts on iTunes and Spotify.
Liesel:	So tell me a little bit about what you think you'd like students or faculty at the main campus to know about dual enrollment? Since it's kind of mysterious to some of us. Is there anything else we should know? Because you're our students, too, if you're over there.
Jaythan:	Yeah. You should know that we are high school students, but we can be responsible and we can take all the classes that are offered.
Liesel:	And so what's the ultimate benefit for you and the other students to do this kind of college?
Jaythan:	Well, the first main benefit would be free college, obviously. Which saves a lot of money. But the next thing that's great is if you do all the credits, you will actually be counted as up to a junior. And since you're counted as a junior, you get priority registration. So that basically means you get to choose the classes that you want instead of having to fight for the classes that you want against all of the other freshmen.
Liesel:	So even if you come to Mt. SAC, if you haven't finished your Associate's Degree, you'll still have a higher priority for registration. But then if you transfer, you can transfer somewhere as a junior, like to a Cal State, SCSU or UC.
Jaythan:	Yes. You can transfer to any college except for Ivy League schools.
Liesel:	Except for Ivy League. Well, not any college. You can still transfer to an Ivy League school, it just won't be an automatic junior status, right?
Jaythan:	Yeah. You can transfer to an Ivy League, but you'll be considered a freshman.
Liesel:	Did you know it is technically possible for you to do some extracurriculars here? We actually had a high school student named Carla Monterrosa who was a student here in the late 90s, and she competed on the forensics team while she was at Walnut High School. She took some classes here on the main campus, so you could come by after school for instance and join the forensics team, take that class and go to tournaments. She got 4th in the nation at the Four Year National Tournament when she was 16 years old, and that's still a record for the youngest person ever in the National Finals.
Jaythan:	That is incredible. I have heard about this, and I'm actually considering doing that very thing, but I'm not sure yet.
Liesel:	That's cool. Well, you only get four years of eligibility, so make sure you spend it carefully. But it is cool and you might want to consider taking one of the forensics classes. But we also have like a robotics team and a turf team and, you know, obviously some incredible music and theater programs. I'm wondering if that's something you could probably take advantage of. That might be a cool thing to do if you are able to.
Jaythan:	Yeah, and it definitely helps fill the void that we have since we can't really do sports or have like an organized theater program, or that kind of thing. Or a band.
Liesel:	A lot of people think of college as a time to like socialize and party and hang out or rush fraternities and those kind of things. Do you ever feel like you're missing some of that experience because you'll be jumping in and maybe missing those first two years of college with other people who are more traditionally college age?
Jaythan:	I mean, if you think about it that way, you kind of are, but in turn, you're getting free college which is a lot of money, and you get a head start on life, which is to me more important than partying.
Liesel:	And there's plenty of time to party later.
Jaythan:	Yeah, definitely.
Liesel:	Well thank you so much. It's really exciting to hear about your program, and we wish you all luck over there and hope to see you at graduation.
Jaythan:	Thank you for having me.
Speaker 2:	Hey, thanks so much for joining us for the Magic Mountie Podcast. We love your likes, we love your shares, and we love your comments, so please engage with our community download from wherever you love to get your podcasts, iTunes, Google, RateMyProfessors, we're there. And we want you to be back with us next week. Remember, any opinions that are expressed in this podcast do not necessarily represent Mt. San Antonio College or any of its agents. We'll see you next time.
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